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The Latest Arrivals 

Look For These New Products 



K 



eep an eye out for these products hitting Best Buy shelves for the first time. Some of the items listed below are showcased in this month's 
one-page product profiles, so be sure to take a look at the listed page numbers for more information. 



Home Theater 

Acoustic Research XSight 
Universal Remote 

Audiovox Color 1 5-device LCD 
Universal Remote 

Audiovox 1 8-device Touch 
Universal Remote 

Audiovox RF Extender For Xsight 
Touch Remote 

Harmony 700 Universal Remote 

Harmony 900 Universal Remote 

JVC DLA-HD350 Projector 
See page 12 

Mitsubishi 249 Series LCD HDTVs 
See page 21 

Sanus Super Slim Mounts 

Sharp LE700 Series HDTVs 
See page 20 

Sony Altus Wireless Music System 

Toshiba Regza 670 Series HDTVs 
See page 8 

Digital Imaging 

Canon SX20 IS Digital Camera 

Canon VIXIA HF21 Camcorder 

Canon VIXIA FS20 Camcorder 
See page 39 

Fujifilm FINEPIX F72 EXR Digital 
Camera 
See pages 23 and 37 

Fujifilm FINEPIX J38 Digital Camera 

Insignia NS-DSC10A and NS- 
DSC1 0B Cameras 

Kodak EasyShare C182 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M341 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare M381 Digital 
Camera 

Kodak EasyShare Z91 5 Digital 
Camera 

Nikon D3000 Digital Camera 

Nikon S570 Digital Camera 

Olympus FE-4010 Digital Camera 

Olympus STYLUS 7010 Digital 
Camera 
See page 38 

Samsung TL220 Digital Camera 



SanDisk Extreme SDHC Memory 
Cards 
See page 28 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 Digital 
Camera 
See page 27 

Sony Cyber-shot DSC-HX1 Digital 
Camera 
See page 27 

Computers 

123 Copy DVD Gold 

Brother MFC-255cw Wireless 
Inkjet All-in-One Printer 

Epson Artisan 710 Printer 
■ See page 48 

Epson Artisan 810 Printer 



HP dv4-1428dx Laptop 
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 
Kaspersky Internet Security 2010 
LG W2043T Widescreen Monitor 
LG W2343T Widescreen Monitor 

Portable Devices 

Altec Lansing Classic MT620 

■ See page 64 

Garmin1250tGPS 

Garmin1690TGPS 

Garmin 205 GPS 

Garmin 205W GPS 

Garmin 255W GPS Bundle 

Insignia NS-CNV-43 GPS 

Jabra HALO Headset 

Magellan 1445t GPS 

Magellan 1700 GPS 

Microsoft Zune HD Player 

Plantronics Discovery 975 Headset 

Samsung Mantra Cell Phone 
TomTom 630 GPS 

TomTomXL340SUVEGPS 

TomTom XXL 530-S GPS 

■ See page 69 

TomTom XXL 540-S GPS 
See page 69 

Zoombak Universal GPS Locator 



Gaming, Media & More 

DJ Hero Turntable Controller 

Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 
See page 82 

Freaky Creatures Add-On Pack 
See page 82 

Livescribe Pulse SmartPen 
See page 81 

Sony PSPgo Portable Console 

Sony PS3 120GB Game Console 

Sony Reader Pocket Edition 

■ See page 71 

Sony Reader Touch Edition 

■ See page 71 

Yoostar Entertainment System 

Game Titles 

• September 9 • 

The Beatles: Rock Band 

• September 22 • 
Champions Online 

Dirt 2 

NHL 10 

NHL2k10 

Toy Story Mania 

United Alliance 2 

• September 22 • 
Halo 3: ODST 

• November 1 • 
Call of Duty: Modern Warfare 2 

Movie & TV Releases 

• September 8 to 14 • 

"Bedknobs And Broomsticks" DVD 

"Catwoman" BD 

"Crank High Voltage" DVD & BD 

"Criminal Minds: Complete Fourth 
Season" DVD 

"Fringe: The Complete First 
Season" DVD & BD 

"Harper's Island" DVD 

"Parks & Recreation: Season One" 
DVD 

"Scream Triple Pack" DVD 

"The Office: Season Five" DVD & 
BD 



"Wow Wow Wubbzy: Wubbzy 
Goes Boo" DVD 

• September 15 to 21 • 

"Barbie And The Three 
Musketeers" DVD 

"Barney-Jungle Friends" DVD 

"Big Bang Theory: The Complete 
Second Season" 

"CSI: Miami Seventh Season" DVD 

"Fame" DVD 

"Grey's Anatomy: Complete Fifth 
Season" DVD 

"It's Always Sunny In Philadelphia: 
Season Four" DVD 

"Private Practice: Complete 
Second Season" DVD 

"Star Wars: The Clone Wars Clone 
Commandos" DVD 

"X-Men Origins: Wolverine" DVD 
&BD 

Music Releases 

• September 8 to 1 4 • 

"#1's & Then Some" Brooks & 
Dunn 

"Bear" Stephen Kellogg & Sixers 

"Blueprint 3" Jay-Z 

"In Search Of Solid Ground" Saosin 

"Joy" Phish 

"Sound The Alarm" Howie Day 

"The White Album" The Beatles 

"Vigilance" Threat Signal 

"Welcome To The Masquerade" 
Thousand Foot Krutch 

"Yo La Tengo" Popular Songs 

• September 15 to 21 • 

"Anomaly" Ace Frehley 

"Beggars" Thrice 

"Endgame" Megadeth 

"Gallop Meets The Earth" Protest 
The Hero 

"Happy Hour" Uncle Kracker 

"Incident" Porcupine Tree 

"Levitate" Bruce Hornsby & The 
Noisemakers 

"My World" Justin Bieber 

"Resistance" Muse 

"Rockabye Baby! Lullaby 
Renditions..." Dennis Caplinger 
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ce news 



Compiled by Andrew Leibman 



► Toshiba Joins The Blu-ray Fray 

Toshiba, one of the primary backers of HD DVD, announced it is releasing its first Blu-ray Disc player in November. The 
BDX2000 ($249.99; www.toshiba.com) supports Blu-ray's most advanced features, including Ethernet connectivity and support 
for BD-Live and Bonus View, which offers picture-in-picture capabilities and other interactive content. Toshiba's 
offering comes not a moment too soon, as analysts forecast an improvement in Blu-ray sales. According to a Futuresource 
Consulting report, BD player sales, not counting PS3s, have climbed nearly 300% in Europe compared to the same 
period last year. 




► 




E-Paper 
Rolls Out 

According to Display- 
Search's latest E-Paper 
Displays Report, e-paper 
(used in ebooks, mobile 
phones, public-signage 
displays, and more) will 
see phenomenal growth 
throughout the next 
decade, thanks to attri- 
butes such as low power requirements, good visibility even 
in sunlight, and the ability to reduce paper waste. The firm 
expects the total electronic paper display market to bal- 
loon from 22 million units and $431 million in revenues in 
2009 to 1.8 billion units and $9.6 billion in revenues in 
2018. That's a compounded annual growth rate of 64% 
(units shipped) and 41% (revenue). 




► Microsoft's DirectX 1 1 Makes 
Games Shinier 

When Windows 7 hits the shelves, 
it'll include the updated version 
of Microsoft's graphics techno- 
logy, DirectX 11, which enables 
graphics cards in PC and graphics 
adapters in notebooks to display 
the latest and greatest eye candy game developers are 
cramming into their games. DX1 1 also helps ease the 
video processing demands on the CPU, letting it handle 
other operations. Although older graphics cards that 
support DirectX 10 and DirectX 9 will still be able to play 
these games and support Windows 7, you'll need to get 
one of a raft of DX1 1 graphics cards (scheduled to be- 
come available starting in October) to enjoy the more 
immersive gaming and faster computing experience that 
DX11 delivers to Windows 7-based computers. 
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Hotspots Still Hot 

According to the latest numbers from JiWire's Mobile Audience Insights 
Report, Wi-Fi hotspots are still popping up everywhere. J i Wire found that 
there was a 9% uptick in the number of worldwide public Wi-Fi hotspots be- 
tween January and June of this year. When factoring in all public hotspots, 
81% are paid while just 19% are free. In 2004, JiWire estimates that there were 
53,746 public hotspots in the world, but today there are 258,853. The United 
States tops the public hotspots list with 67,420, followed by China (28,678), 
the UK (27,459), France (25,619), and Russia (14,499). 



Global Growth In Public Hotspots 




q3 100,000 

E 



2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 (June) 

Number Of Online Viewers Up 

ComScore revealed its July 2009 Video Metrix report, which found that 158 
million Web users in the United States watched online videos that month. 
This marks the largest audience ever recorded. Just as impressive, the Web 
video sensation Hulu recently racked up more viewers than the second- 
largest cable TV service provider, Time Warner Cable. In July, 38 million view- 
ers tuned in to videos on Hulu.com, compared to just 34 million for the cable 
media giant. In contrast, Comcast, the leading cable TV service provider, had 
approximately 62 million viewers for the month of July. 
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RBC analyst Mike Abramsky recently 
estimated that by the close of 201 1, 
worldwide smartphone 
sales will eclipse world- 
wide PC sales, with 
shipments of both 
device categories 
approaching 400 
million units a year. 

Source: RBC Capital Markets 
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A recent study of public Wi-Fi users at 
cafes revealed that patrons use PC- 
based laptops at a rate of about 3:1 

compared to Mac-based 
laptops. When it comes 
to mobile devices, 
however, Apple 
products (including 
the iPhone and iPod touch) 
account for 97.6% of the mobile 
devices used in Wi-Fi cafes. 

Source: JiWire 

As many as 21% of U.S. adult cell phone 
and PDA users recently re- 
ported that they would 
like to watch live TV on 
their handhelds: 47% of 
those who consider the 
cell phone an entertain- 
ment device said live TV 
would be a desired feature, while 34.5% 
of those entertainment-minded users 
said they would be willing to pay a 
monthly fee for the service, compared 
to just 13.5% of the overall sample. 

Source: Mediamark Research & 
Intelligence 

Telecommunication companies are 
reporting that landline 
^fSj&fc^ users are ditching the 
)*J K^ service in droves. Nearly 
-L-JH ^L 700,000 Americans drop 
^^^^^ their landline service 

every month, and currently, 
about a quarter of households are 
cellphone-only. At this rate, the 
landline as we know it will be 
completely abandoned by 2025. 

Source: The Economist 
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Something For Everyone 





oshiba offers a wide range 
of HDTVs almost any size 
to fit every room and 
lifestyle. From a home- 
theater monster to a small 
HDTV suited for your 
kitchen, there's a Toshiba HDTV for you. 

Toshiba's Regza 
HDTV Series 

Nobody wants substance without 
some style, so Toshiba's Regza 670 se- 
ries of HDTVs sports the Deep Lagoon 
design and an Infinity Flush Front, 
which creates a smooth, seamless front 
panel. The Regza 670 series also fea- 
tures cutting-edge LED technology 
with its FocaLight LED Backlight 
System with Local Dimming, giving 
these HDTVs a stunning 2,000,000:1 
contrast ratio. 

With football season in full swing, you 
can enjoy fast-paced sports with the 
SV670 and ZV650 LCD TV series, 
which offer ClearScan 240 technology 
for crisp and clear action, mitigat- 
ing common video issues such as mo- 
tion blur. 

It's likely that where you place your 
HDTV will not have controllable 
lighting, such as a living room with 
lots of sunlight. The XV648 series TVs 



have screens that are designed to look 
their best no matter what the lighting 
situation by employing CrystalCoat 
Contrast Enhancer. This gives you 30% 
better video contrast, making the TVs' 
images stand out in bright settings. 

Toshiba's Regza XV645 HDTV series 
boasts many features that create high- 
quality video results. These sets have a 
Regza Engine that combines three 
technologies — Resolution+; which up- 
converts SD signals to images that look 
like HD; PixelPure 5G, which provides 
greater video processing to gain a 
more natural-looking picture; and 
AutoView, which senses the amount of 
ambient light in a room and adjusts 
the TV's contrast accordingly. 

The Toshiba AV & RV Series 
LCD TVs 

With 19- to 46-inch screen sizes and a 
variety of desirable features to boot, 
Toshiba's AV and RV series of HDTVs 
will fit any budget or lifestyle. 

Optimized to be the pillar of your 
home theater with three HDMI ports 
to connect with multiple HD video 
sources, the RV525 LCDs also feature 
DynaLight Dynamic Backlight Control 
to ensure each frame has deep blacks 
and enhanced image detail. 



The AV502 LCD TV series also has Dyna- 
ight Dynamic Backlight Control as well as 
HD CineSpeed LCD Display, which offers 
a response time of 8ms or less to ensure 
fast-action video doesn't ghost or trail 
across the screen. 

The gamer in your life will be grateful for 
the AV600 LCD TV series; with the ability 
to switch between Native Mode for 
regular TV or movie watching and 
Gaming Mode to optimize the video re- 
sponse speed of your gaming controller, 
this HDTV gives you an extra edge in 
any game. 

Toshiba LCD TV/DVD 
Combos 

Just because you want a small TV doesn't 
mean you have to compromise on fea- 
tures. Toshiba's LCD TV/DVD combos, 
which range in size from 15.6 to 26 inches, 
have 720p resolution and ports for con- 
necting your computer on most models. 
All this includes a built-in slot-loading 
DVD player, cleverly hidden on the side of 
the TV, behind the bezel, so you can't 
even tell the TV sports a DVD slot. 

With a wide variety of options avail- 
able, Toshiba's family of HDTVs of- 
fers options for anyone looking for a 
great HDTV with virtually any budget 
or situation. \H 
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BLU-RAY DISC PLAYER 


HOW TO BUY 


Shopping Tips 

• Know the BD player's profile. 
Profile 2.0 means it handles 
everything BDs can deliver. 

• If you want high-resolution 
audio, be sure your player or re- 
ceiver can decode Dolby TrueHD 
and DTS-HD soundtracks. 

• If you need to run a separate dig- 
ital audio cable, pick a BD player 
with the same type of connection 
as your receiver. 

• Play around with a model before 
you buy to test its ease of use. 


A Blu-ray Disc 
Player 

Not All Players Are Alike 




LG Network Blu-ray Disc Player (BD300) $349.95 www.LGusa.com 



nf you want to squeeze the 
best possible picture qual- 
ity from your HDTV, then 
a Blu-ray Disc player is 
probably at the top of your 
shopping list these days. 
Although, compared to 
DVDs, a BD (Blu-ray Disc) player can de- 
liver superior video and sound quality; 
it's more than just a beefed-up DVD 
player. It also gives you entertainment 
options that DVDs couldn't. Whatever a 
Blu-ray player's allure for you, there are 
a few things to know before you buy. 

Electronics Profiling 

Profiles, which specify what features a 
unit must provide, are the most poten- 
tially confusing aspect about BD players. 
Here are the key distinctions of the two 
current profiles: 

Profile 1.1. This standard replaced the 
original profile, 1.0, which left as optional 
many of the features that set Blu-ray 
apart from DVDs. Profile 1.1 's chief ben- 



efit is a mandatory picture-in-picture fea- 
ture, also known as Bonus View. This lets 
you view commentary tracks as a smaller 
window inside the movie. Some Profile 
1.1 players may also have an Internet 
connection, usually an Ethernet port, to 
facilitate updating the firmware (the in- 
ternal programming that runs the player 
and determines the features it offers). 

Profile 2.0. Supposedly the final BD 
player standard, Profile 2.0 mandates 
Internet connectivity. However, this 
connection can also be used for BD-Live: 
various forms of interactive content, in- 
cluding online chats geared around a 
new movie, and downloadable media 
such as games and film trailers. Some 
models can also stream content from 
various movie and music services. 



Sound Advice 

In addition to high-definition video, BDs 
typically offer high-resolution sound- 
tracks. Their audio formats, Dolby 
TrueHD and DTS-HD, must be specially 



decoded, either in the player itself or by 
a home-theater receiver. If you want to 
play these soundtracks but your receiver 
can't decode them, definitely buy a BD 
player that can. 

Ideally, you'll use an HDMI cable, which 
carries both the high-quality video and 
audio signals. But if your receiver lacks 
an HDMI input and you resort to using 
a component video cable, you'll have 
to run a separate audio line, either op- 
tical or coaxial, to your receiver. Just be 
sure to select a BD player with the 
same digital audio jack that you'll use 
on your receiver. 

Wild Blu Yonder 

Finally, try potential choices in-store to 
see how well you get along with their re- 
mote controls, the front panel controls, 
and their on-screen menus. The right 
BD player for you should be as easy to 
use as it is enjoyable to watch. E3 

by Brian Hodge 
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HOME THEATER 



Home-Theater 
Shopping Don'ts 

How To Avoid Common Home-Theater Pitfalls 



Bedding to take the 
plunge on a new home 
theater is just the first 
of many steps that can 
lead to the ultimate 
home-entertainment 
experience. But the 
path is fraught with common oversights 
that can turn your dream system into a 
nightmare of shattered screens, awful 
audio, and a dull display. Read on for 
some tips to help you pick the perfect 
components and avoid costly mistakes. 

The Ideal Diagonal 

Bigger TVs may look great in the in- 
store living room, but you need to con- 
sider what size of TV will fit — and we 
don't mean through the door. 

To determine the ideal screen size for 
your room, measure the distance from 
where you will be putting the TV to 
where you will be watching it. If the dis- 
tance is 3 feet, then don't get a TV larger 
than 20 inches. A 4-foot span is ideal for 
a 26-inch TV, while 6-, 8-, 10-, and 12- 
foot distances are best-suited to TVs 
that are no larger than 42, 50, 65, and 70 
inches or larger, respectively. 

Consider The Light 

You would never install the same HDTV 
in a bay-windowed family room as you 
would in a windowless basement. 
Plasmas generally have a reflective glossy 
surface, and rooms with bright ambient 
light can cause reflections; however, 
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some plasmas do offer antire- 
flective screens to combat the 
problem. Plasmas without this fea- 
ture are great for windowless 
basements, as are light-sensitive 
overhead projectors. LCDs, which 
feature matte screens, do just fine 
in bright rooms. 

More Cowbell 

Not enough audio oomph in your home 
theater can be a real cinematic letdown 
no matter what size screen you end up 
with. Remember, when calculating your 
home-theater budget, set aside roughly 
30% of the total for the speakers. Speak- 
ers provide the aural foundation for 
everything you see on-screen, so skimping 
on it will result in a less-than-satisfactory 
experience. If you buy an HTB (home the- 
ater in a box), add an extra $50 to $100 
because you're getting a DVD player, BD 
player, or receiver in the mix, as well. 




Top Home- 
Theater Do's 



Consider TV size 
to room size. 
Factor in ambien 



relation 



Get a quality speaker system to 
enhance your viewing experience. 
Nix the low-end cables. 
Professional installation and 
setup help can really make your 
new HDTV and speakers pop 
(in a go 



High-end & Low-end 
Don't Mix 

You're already spending some serious 
cash on your HDTV and surround-sound 
system, so don't hook 'em all together 
with strips of rolled tinfoil. Buying good- 
quality cables, such as HDMI and low- 
gauge speaker cabling (for connecting 
your speakers to your receiver), will de- 
liver the best video and audio quality 
your components are capable of pro- 
ducing without compromise. Generally, 
plan to spend about 10% of your home- 
theater budget on cabling. 

Don't DIY 

To avoid dropping and shattering your 
new plasma while mounting it on the 
wall, spending fruitless hours trying to 
program your universal remote, or cali- 
brating your TV and speakers into 
catatonia, get some help. Your local CE 
retailer offers a range of installation 
and setup services that will produce 
the best results from your carefully se- 
lected components. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 
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Which A/V Receiver 
Do You Need? 

Narrow Your Opti< 




our house wouldn't sup- 
port as much weight 
without a strong founda- 
tion. Similarly, your home 
theater can't deliver en- 
grossing surround sound 
without an A/V receiver. 



Just some of an A/V receiver's duties 
include decoding movie and TV sound- 
tracks, delivering the individual audio 
tracks and power to the appropriate 
speakers, and acting as a hub for 
routing all of your home theater's 
audio and video components' audio 
and video. In this article, we'll cover the 
key features you'll need to consider 
when purchasing a receiver. 

Inputs, Outputs & Formats 

When we talk about inputs, we mean 
the types of audio and video connec- 
tions, such as HDMI and Component, 
the receiver offers to let you attach to 
your equipment, such as a BD player or 
video-game console. Make sure the re- 
ceiver offers inputs for all types of de- 
vice cables you will have in your home 
theater. To help ensure future compati- 
bility — in which you'll likely need more 
HDMI inputs — look for a receiver that 
has a few more HDMI hookups than 
you need right now. 

In terms of outputs, the receiver will 
need a port that's compatible with one 
of the inputs on your TV as well as jacks 
(sometimes called preamps) for all the 
speakers in your surround-sound system. 




For example, most receivers support 5.1- 
surround sound, which would mean the 
receiver would offer five speaker jacks 
and one subwoofer jack. Other popular 
configurations are 7.1 and 7.2, which 
would add two more speaker outputs 
and, for 7.2, an additional subwoofer jack. 

Receiver Power 

Generally, the amount of power a re- 
ceiver can deliver is related to how much 
volume it can generate. A receiver with at 
least 100 watts of power per channel will 
be enough to fill 200 to 300 square feet 
with sound. Maybe more importantly, 
the receiver must offer enough power per 
channel to drive each of the speakers. 
You can reference the maximum input 
power, such as 75W, for your speakers to 



A/V Receivers 
Abridged 

• Make sure the A/V receiver in- 
cludes enough inputs and outputs 
to match your existing equipment. 

• The power per channel rating 
should be higher than the power 
requirements of your speakers. 

• Quality A/V receivers will upcon- 
vert video content, so your disc 
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find out the minimum number your re- 
ceiver will need to support. 

Scale It 

The various components in your enter- 
tainment center likely output video at 
different resolutions and frames per 
second. Some receivers can upconvert 
and scale the video to match the resolu- 
tion of your HDTV, so the lower-quality 
video won't appear as grainy or off- 
color as it would have from the original 
source. Most upconverting receivers can 
also de-interlace (merge the odd and 
even lines on a 480i or 1080i source) 
video signals to match your progressive 
scan HDTV, which shows both the odd 
and even lines at once, so your HDTV 
won't need to perform any conversion. 

Music Features 

A number of receivers feature built-in 
MP3 player inputs (though you may 
need to purchase an adapter) and 
docks, so you can listen to your favorite 
songs on your surround-sound speakers 
from your portable music player. If you 
subscribe to satellite radio, look for a re- 
ceiver that features a built-in satellite 
radio antenna or tuner.ES 

by Nathan Lake 
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JVC DLA-HD350 Projector 
$4,499.95 



www.jvc.con 



The JVC 
DLA-l . 

Projector 



Jl! 



bhtertainmerii 



o 




efore you plan your next 
game day party, get the 
tools you need for all of 
your guests to see the 
game at its very best. 
With Full HD and ad- 
vanced picture technologies, the JVC 
DLA-HD350 projector ($4,499.95; 
www.jvc.com) coupled with a 72-inch 
or larger projection screen won't leave 
a bad seat in the room. 

Better Technology, 
Better Picture 

The DLA-HD350 projector has an as- 
tounding 30,000:1 native contrast ratio. 
The DLA-HD350 projector sets itself 
apart by forgoing the use of a conven- 
tional iris, which can degrade the 
brightness of whites and the darkness 
of blacks when they appear on-screen 
at the same time. JVC's DLA-HD350 
projector uses an advanced three-chip 
design and wire-grid optical engine to 
produce rich, natural colors, crisp 
whites, and dark, pure blacks when they 
are shown simultaneously. 

In addition, these technologies allow 
the projector to display video that has 
a more true-to-life appearance with 
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better image depth. These 
features combined with superior 
1080p high-definition detail will en- 
able you to see every facial expression 
and jersey stain on your favorite foot- 
ball players. 

For Every Room In The House 

When you shut the lights off in a 
room, an HDTV or projector's contrast 
ratio is generally more noticeable but 
when coupled with the correct screen 
material, keeping the lights on won't 
hamper the high contrast delivered 
by the DLA-HD350 projector. Because 
the projector offers 1,000 ANSI lumens 
of brightness, you can enjoy your 



Not Just Any 
Screen Will Do 

~~ 'o ensure the JVC DLA-HD350's 

video looks its best, you should pair 
it with a top-of-the-line projector 
screen. Select screens from SIScreens 
(www.siscreens.com)use Black 
Diamond technology, which ensures 
your projector's video contrast will 
still looks its best when it hits the 



programming with your table lamp on 
or your window shades open. You 
no longer need to sit in a completely 
dark entertainment room to see the 
best picture, and this can prove to be 
especially useful when you're watch- 
ing a season premiere with friends 
who want to occasionally sneak 
away from the couch to indulge in 
some goodies. 

To make sure the DLA-HD350 delivers 
the best-looking video anywhere 
in your home, it offers calibration set- 
tings via a gamma control as well as 
a 2X motorized zoom lens with a three- 
step aperture that will allow you to ad- 
just video brightness to your liking. 

Make An Impression 

Whether you want to make sure you're 
prepared for your annual bowl game 
party or think it's time you upgrade 
to a real cinematic experience, the 
DLA-HD350 projector from JVC offers 
impressive video quality that won't let 
you settle for anything less. 03 
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A Whole New World 

Integrated HDTV & BD Connectivity 



nn recent years, Internet con- 
nectivity has expanded to 
cameras, cell phones, and 
even handheld gaming de- 
vices. Your televisions and BD 
(Blu-ray Disc) players are 
next. The latest generation of 
HDTVs and BD players sport built-in 
Internet connectivity, taking advantage of 
the unique variety of features and interac- 
tion only Web-enabled tools can provide. 

Integrated Internet vs. 
Networked Devices 

The distinction between networked de- 
vices and integrated Internet connec- 
tivity is important. Linking your TV or 
BD player to a network lets you share 
music, photos, or video from your net- 
work-connected computers, which is a 
nice feature. But supporting a connec- 
tion to the Internet and integrating the 
tools necessary to deliver online content 
beyond your PC and directly to your 
home theater goes a step beyond. 

Some benefits of Internet-enabled TVs 
and BD players are obvious. Streaming or 
downloading online video, movie trailers, 
and extra features extends programming 
options dramatically. The most in- 
triguing possibilities, though, are in the 
fledging forms of social networking 
evolving with these technologies. BD-Live 
(the Blu-ray Disc Association's standard 
for integrating online material), for ex- 
ample, supports in-film text chat and lo- 
cation-specific content. 

Content Options 

Connected HDTV features are similar in 
concept across manufacturers and 




models, though implementation and 
exact content options vary a great deal. 
Most current models stream video from 
a variety of sources, using either propri- 
etary players or downloadable Yahoo! 
"Widgets" integrated into the set's on- 
screen menus. Netflix, YouTube, news 
feeds, and weather updates are among 
the more popular connections. In- 
ternet-enabled TVs can also support 
some social networking sites, including 
Twitter and MySpace. 

BD-Live is a lot less variable, though just 
as promising. The feature, which must 



Quick Summary 



• Internet-enabled TVs and BD 
players take network connectivity 
to a whole new level. 

• Get access to an ever-changing 



and bonus materials. 



social networking sites (such as 
Twitter) and tools (such as in- 
movie chats). 

HDTVs deliver location-specific 
content and Widgets directly from 
on-screen menus. 
BD-Live, the Blu-Ray Disc con- 
nectivity standard, can include on- 



lg tools. 
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be supported by both the particular 
movie title and BD player, enables up- 
dateable movie extras and online refer- 
ence materials. Some studios are even 
introducing basic editing tools that let 
you remix scenes and even insert your 
own clips into the show. 

What To Look For 

Lots of TV and BD player models offer 
network integration, but your best bet 
these days is to make sure that any 
model you're considering also offers inte- 
grated Internet connectivity. And unlike 
regular network sharing, setting up an 
Internet connection requires broadband 
and an arrangement by the manufac- 
turer to provide online content. If you're 
purchasing a wireless TV or BD player, 
make sure your device and network can 
both handle the traffic. Though 802.1 1g 
Wi-Fi can handle most standard-def ma- 
terial, 802.1 1n is essential for high-def 
and other resource-intensive content. 

As with any networked device, the 
biggest benefits may very well be the 
unanticipated opportunities for ex- 
pansion and creative adaptation that 
only become possible as part of the 
larger Internet. \H 

by Gregory Anderson 
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HDTV Screen Size 

Rules Are Made To Be Broken 




ow big should your 
new HDTV be? Oddly 
enough, some knowl- 
edgeable folks say that 
it should depend on 
how far from it you'll 
be sitting. 



A commonly cited rule of thumb says 
that you should buy an HDTV with a 
diagonal screen size that's half the dis- 
tance from your eyes to the screen. If 
you're going to be situated eight feet 
away (96 inches) from your TV set, a 
46- or 50-inch model is what you 
should seek. 

Most viewing distance formulas take 
into account the human eye's ability to 
make out details on a TV's screen be- 
cause beyond a certain point, most 
viewers can't tell the difference between 
high- and standard-definition video. All 
else being equal, a bigger TV has larger 
pixels you can see from farther away. 

Conversely, some authorities will tell 
you that you'll feel more vision fatigue 
and discomfort if you're sitting too close 
to a really big TV, mainly because of all 
the rubbernecking you'll have to do as 
you watch a movie or show. 

There are other factors you should con- 
sider, and they're potentially big ones. 
For one, your personal tastes may run to 
a much bigger or smaller HDTV than 
any formula can accommodate. 

For another, there's the size of your 
room to consider. A big TV would look 
as out of place in a tiny room as a tiny 
TV would look in a big room. And if 




Mitsubishi WD-60737 

$1,199.99 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



you have an enclosed entertainment 
center, and you want to continue to 
use it instead of turning it into a de 



Size Matters 

• A diagonal screen size that's half 
your viewing distance is a good 
starting point. 

• The size of your room or enter- 
tainment center may limit your 
TV options. 

• At a given screen size, better pic- 
ture quality generally costs more. 

• In the end, a distance formula 
may not determine the HDTV 
vou lik( 



facto curio cabinet, its dimensions will 
limit the size of your new TV. 

Something that may or may not affect 
your decision is price. You can find TVs 
with 50-inch screen sizes for less than 
$1,000 these days. On the other hand, it 
might cost you a good deal more to get 
a model with great features and picture 
quality in the screen size you want. 

In the end, we recommend that you 
start your HDTV screen size decision 
with the half-the-distance formula men- 
tioned above. Just don't feel obligated 
to end with it. \H 

by Marty Sems 
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THINGS TO KNOW 




HT CONTENT POSSIBILITIES 



Q 



Q 



What is home-theater streaming? 

The ability to play music, photos, or video that's stored 
on a PC on your home-theater system. 

What do I need to stream content to my 
home theater? 



A computer that stores your content; a wired or wire- 
less home network; and a media streaming device, 
which is connected to your home theater and designed to 
stream a PCs media files over your home network. 



Q 



How do I control what media I stream to 
the home theater? 



The media streaming device will feature an interface 
that lets you search through the pictures, music, and 
videos stored on your computer. You can use the included 
remote to select the individual media files you want to play 
on your home theater. 



Q 



Q 



Can I stream Netflix's Watch Now online library to my 
home theater? 

Yes, some BD players give Netflix subscribers unlimited 
access to the Watch Now online library. 

Can I stream Internet or satellite radio to 
my home theater? 



Yes, many new A/V receivers integrate the hardware 
necessary to stream music over the satellite signal or 
over the Internet to your speakers. 



Q 



Do I need an HD DVR to capture and watch 
HD content? 



Yes; not all DVRs are capable of recording HD content, 
so you'll need to check for HD support. If the DVR can 
record HD content, it can also play it back. 



Q 



What is on-demand content? 



On demand is a feature your cable or satellite service 
might include that provides a list of shows or movies 

that is stored on the provider's network, so you can watch it 

at your own convenience. 



Q 



How much programming can I store on my 
DVR at one time? 



This depends on the capacity of the DVR and whether 
you're recording standard-definition or HD program- 
ming: HD programs will take up more room. 



Q 



Can I transfer programs recorded on my 
DVR to DVD or BD? 



Due to copyright restrictions, you cannot transfer con- 
tent from a DVR to disc, but some DVRs can send 
shows to a second DVR. 



Q 



Are there advantages to connecting an Internet-en- 
abled BD player to my home network? 



An Internet connection will allow BD players to use a 
feature called BD-Live, which lets you access extra on- 
line content found on compatible BDs. 



Q 



Can my game console double as a DVD or BD player? 

The Wii can't play DVDs or BDs, only game titles. The 
Xbox 360 can play DVDs, and the PS3 can play both. 



Q 



If I have an Internet-connected game console, can I 
play downloaded games on my home theater? 



Yes, if you own an Xbox 360, PlayStation 3, or Wii, 
you can download games to the console's hard drive 
using its built-in download service utilities. 
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HDTVs 

Screen Technology 
Differences 

LCD (liquid-crystal display) 



LCDs can use one of two 
backlight technologies. CCFLs 
(cold cathode fluorescent 
lamps) are the most common, 
but LEDs are the latest back- 
light technology to hit the 
LCD scene. (See the "LED" 
section for more info on 
LED TVs.) 
Pros 

• The thin profiles and light 
weight of LCDs make them 
easy to mount on a wall. 

• Power demands are a bit 
lower than comparably 
sized plasma displays and 
considerably lower than 
CRT televisons. 

Cons 

• Fast-moving images may 
suffer from a slight trailer 
effect, but with improved 



LCD technology, the effect 
is barely perceptible. 

• When pixels stick on or off, 
they show up as either a 
pinpoint of bright light or 
black, which can be dis- 
tracting on-screen. 

• From certain viewing an- 
gles, LCDs will lose video 
contrast and color. 

• LCDs with CCFL back- 
lighting suffer from 
leaking light, and unlike 
LEDs, they can't dim cer- 
tain areas on-screen. This 
may result in blacks and 
whites that appear to be 
more gray in color. 

Best For 

• Streaming PC content 

• Bright, sunny rooms 
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LED (light-emitting diode) 



LED TVs are actually a type 
of LCD TV. These sets use one 
of two LED backlight tech- 
nologies: 

• Full-array lighting places 
LEDs behind the screen in 
a grid pattern, letting the 
TV dim certain LEDs for 
the best contrast ratios 
available. 

• Edge-lit sets have LEDs 
placed around the frame 
of the TV, and light is di- 
rected toward the center 
of the screen. Edge-lit 
models cost less than 
full-array sets and are a 
lot thinner. 

Pros 

• By using LEDs, these sets 
use a lot less electricity 
than other HDTVs, and 



they don't contain harmful 
mercury. 

• Overall, LED TVs are one- 
third thinner than other 
LCD TVs and have longer 
life spans. 

• Plasmas are well-known for 
their deep blacks and crisp 
whites and fast response 
times, but LED TVs closely 
match in performance. 

Cons 

• These sets are costly be- 
cause they feature a rela- 
tively new technology 

• Blooming, or a halo effect, 
may encircle bright images 
that are on dark back- 
grounds. 

Best For 

• Eco-conscious viewers 

• Fast-paced gaming 



Plasma 



Pros 

• A plasma TV's phosphors light up 
evenly across the screen to create 
images, which are consistently 
bright and clear with vibrant 
colors. 

• The contrast ratio is high, so you'll see 
some of the darkest blacks and 
brightest whites. 



The design and technology of 

plasma TVs lend themselves to large 

screen sizes— typically 50 inches or 

greater. 

Rapid pixel response means no 

blurry motion. 

Wide viewing angles give you the 

same high-quality images on-screen 

no matter where in the room you 

happen to be sitting. 



Cons 

• Some plasmas are susceptible to image 
burn-in if not cared for properly. 

• Low air pressure and high altitudes 
may cause plasmas to buzz. 

• Some plasmas have highly reflective 
glass, which isn't ideal in sunny settings. 

Best For 

• Large groups who watch TV together 

• Movies or sports with nonstop action 



RPTV (rear-projection TV) 

Pros 

• RPTVs are surprisingly lightweight for 
their sizes. 

• You'll find exceptional picture quality 
on very big screens (65 inches and 
larger). 



• As screens get bigger, RPTVs tend to 
be more cost-effective than an LCD, 
LED, or plasma TV. 

Cons 

• With depths of 16 to 24 inches, these 
TVs are far too big and bulky to 
mount on a wall. 
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• RPTVs require lamp replacements 
every few years 

Best For 

• Anyone who wants to bring a cine- 
matic experience home 

• Big, roomy home theaters 
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HDTV Glossary 




alderdash! OK, HDTV 
jargon isn't that bad, 
but there are a few 
terms every shopper 
should know. Here's your 
cheat sheet. 



aspect ratio— Put simply, it's the shape of 
the TV's screen. An HDTV has a wider pic- 
ture than a traditional TV of the same ver- 
tical screen height. An HDTV has a 16:9 
aspect ratio, meaning that if its screen 
were 16 inches wide, it would be 9 inches 
tall. A regular 4:3 TV screen would be 12 
inches wide at the same 9-inch height. 

HDMI— High-Definition Multimedia 
Interface is a type of cable connec- 
tion that carries both high-resolution 
video and uncompressed multichannel 
audio among HDTVs, home-theater 
receivers, and other components. 
HDMI cables maintain top picture 
and sound quality. 

HD tuner— Some more expensive HDTVs 
include a built-in tuner for receiving 
local high-def broadcast TV channels. 
Your TV doesn't need an HD tuner if you 
have cable or satellite service. Separate 
HD tuners and antennas are available 
for HDTVs without them. 

interlaced— When an HDTV displays an 
interlaced image, as in 1080i or 480i 
resolutions, it really shows you every 
other horizontal line of a frame of video 
(called a field) at a time. Sixty times a 
second, the TV displays the other field of 
the frame, meaning the lines not shown 
in the previous field. Interlaced video ap- 
pears to flicker and causes moving 
objects on-screen to have blurred edges. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— Like a 

notebook's screen, an LCD HDTV uses 




V 






a fluid crystal substance to form pixels 
of color in front of a backlight. LCDs 
may not be able to match plasma TVs' 
deep black and gray areas, but they're 
lighter, sometimes less fragile, and con- 
sidered easier to set up. These work 
better in brighter rooms or if you will 
be playing unchanging images on the 
screen for an extended period of time. 

plasma— Plasma TVs use a tiny tube of 
gas for each pixel. Electricity makes each 
pixel glow. Plasmas create deeper blacks 
and sometimes brighter colors than 
LCDs and have better contrast. These also 
offer slightly better viewing angles. 
However, older or less expensive models 
can suffer permanent screen damage 
from burn-in, caused by an unchanging 
image, such as a stock ticker, being dis- 
played too long, 

progressive scan— A TV showing a pro- 
gressively scanned image, as in 1080p 
or 720p resolutions, displays a full frame 



of video (both odd-lined and even- 
lined fields) all at once. Progressive-scan 
video looks sharper and doesn't flicker 
like interlaced images can. 

projection— Some large-screen HDTVs 
offer lower-priced alternatives to LCDs or 
plasmas by using projection technologies. 
These technologies vary, but all projec- 
tion TVs throw light on a screen from the 
front or rear. This means they are bulkier 
than plasmas or LCDs, but some rear-pro- 
jection sets have stellar picture quality. 

viewing angle— No matter where you sit 
in front of an HDTV with a wide viewing 
angle, such as 170 degrees, its picture 
should look reasonably good. Test this 
before you buy. 

widescreen— A TV or monitor that's 
wider horizontally in relation to its 
vertical height. HDTVs typically have 
a 16:9 aspect ratio rather than an older 
4:3 display. 
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Which LCD TV Is Best For You? 

o you've decided to get an LCD TV. The next step is deciding which LCD TV to invest in. With all the models on today's market, 
you want to be sure the model you select is the best for you and your family. Refer to this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight*** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


Refresh rate** 


What It Means 


The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 


Height x width 
x depth; how 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let you 
connect your 
components 
to your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to periph- 
erals, such as audio 
to speakers 


Speed at which a 
screen is redrawn 
every second 




Panasonic VIERA 
TC-L37X1 

MSRP: $799.95* 
SKU 9235124 


37 
inches 


22.8x36.1 x 
3.9 inches; 
36 pounds 
(with stand) 


720p 


1 78 degrees 


3 HDMI; 1 DVI; 1 
S- Video; 1 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 PC; 1 RF 


1 audio 


60Hz 






m---^^ m Toshiba Regza 
jL 42ZV650U 

MSRP: $1,299.99*^, 
SKU 9267125 4$B* 


42 
inches 


26.1x41.6x 
3.7 inches; 
42.5 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 

2 Component; 2 

Composite; 

1 S-Video; 1 PC 


1 audio 


120Hz 




LG 42LH50 

MSRP: $1,699* 
SKU 9321637 


42 
inches 


25.9x41. 4x 
3.6 inches; 
37.9 pounds 


1080p 


1 78 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 RF; 1 
USB; 1 LAN 


1 audio 


120Hz 


4 •* 


■OP 


.-— =^— - Samsung 
LN46B640 

MSRP: $1,899* 
SKU 9293506 


46 
inches 


30.4x46.1 x 
3.1 inches; 
44.8 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 2 
Component; 2 
Composite; 2 
USB; 1 PC 


N/A 


120Hz 


—_^^_ Sharp Aquos 
LC-46LE700UN 

MSRP: $1,999.99*^ 
SKU 9514359 4m** 


46 
inches 

P 


27x43.2x 
3.7 inches; 
52.9 pounds 


1080p 


1 76 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 S-Video; 1 
PC; 1 RS-232; 1 LAN 


N/A 


120Hz 


m—^^— $ on y Bravia 
KDL-55V5100 
MSRP: $2,599.99* 
SKU 9476373 


55 
inches 


33.8x52.6x 
4.6 inches; 
75.2 pounds 


1080p 


178 degrees 


4 HDMI; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 Com- 
posite; 1 S-Video; 1 
USB; 1 RF; 1 PC 


1 audio 


120Hz 


,_--^^_ Mitsubishi 

P LT-46249 

MSRP: $2,799* ^— , 
SKU 9427211 4$** 


46 
inches 

P 


28x42x3 
inches; 68.6 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 3 
Composite; 3 
Component; 1 
RF 


2 audio 


120Hz 


D 


Sony Bravia 
KDL-46XBR8 

MSRP: $4,699.99* 
SKU 8996508 


55 
inches 


53.62x 
33.03x4.43 
inches; N/A 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 1 PC; 1 
USB; 1 SD 


2 audio 


120Hz 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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Comparing refresh rates between plasma and LCD TVs is like comparing 

apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 

I please ask a sales associate^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 
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Which Plasma TV Is Best For You? 

f you're planning on buying a plasma HDTV, it might be hard to decide on one just by looking at a wall of gorgeous sets. Refer to 
this chart for further help when shopping. 







Size 


Dimensions; 
Weight*** 


Native 
resolution 


Viewing 
angle 


Inputs 


Outputs 


Refresh rate** 


What It Means 


The diag- 
onal mea- 
surement 
of the TV's 
screen 


Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the TV 
weighs 


A fixed TV reso- 
lution; images 
are best dis- 
played in the na- 
tive resolution 


The maximum 
angle at which 
the viewer can 
see the screen 
clearly 


Inputs let 
you connect 
your com- 
ponents to 
your TV 


Outputs transfer 
information from 
your TV to pe- 
ripherals, such as 
audio to speakers 


Speed at 
which a screen 
is redrawn 
every second 




Insignia 
NS-P42Q10A 

MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9299822 


42 
inches 


26x41.5x3 
inches; 54.2 
pounds 


720p 


160 
degrees 


2 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 2 
Component; 1 
RF 


2 audio 


600Hz 


«*** 




m—m^^—m Samsung 
PN42B450 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9235259 


42 
inches 


26x41.6x2.9 
inches; 61.3 
pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 
Composite; 1 
PC 


N/A 


600Hz 


-— ^^_ Panasonic VIERA 
TCP42X1 

MSRP: $899.95* 
SKU 9219213 


42 
inches 


N/A 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 


1 audio 


600Hz 


__^^_ Panasonic VIERA 
TC-P50X1 

MSRP: $1,099.95* 
SKU 9219062 


50 
inches 


32.125x48x 
4.13 inches; 
75 pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 S- 
Video; 2 Com- 
ponent; 2 
Composite 


1 audio 


600Hz 




Samsung 
PN50B450 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9239371 


50 
inches 


29.5x48.1 x 
2.9 inches; 
77.2 
pounds 


720p 


N/A 


3 HDMI; 1 

Composite; 

1PC 


N/A 


600Hz 








Insignia 
NS-P502Q-10A 

MSRP: $1,199.99* 
SKU 9299886 


50 
inches 


32x48.4x 
11.8 inches; 
72.7 
pounds 


1080p 


160 
degrees 


2 HDMI; 2 
Component; 1 
Composite; 
1RF 


2 audio 


600Hz 








Pioneer KURO 
PDP-6020FD 

MSRP: $3,999* 
SKU 8867871 


60 
inches 


34.5x57x3 
inches; 112 
pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 3 
Composite; 
1 S-Video 


2 audio 


N/A 


tttgtf 





Pioneer KURO 
PRO-151FD 

MSRP: $6,500* 
SKU 8869174 


60 
inches 


34.5x57.7x 
3.9 inches; 
112 pounds 


1080p 


N/A 


4 HDMI; 1 
Component; 
3 Composite; 
1 S-Video 


N/A 


N/A 




*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
***Unless specified, this is without stand 
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apples to oranges. For more in-depth information about refresh rates, 
please ask a sales associate. 
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LED TV AQUOS L 

Sharp's LE700 Series: Brighter Blacker Greener 




Sharp LE700 Series 
LED TV 

MSRP: 46-inch model $1,999 

SKU: 9514359 

MSRP: 52-inch model $2,499 

SKU: 9514153 

www.sharp.com 



Quick Overview 

The LG46LE700UN and LG52LE700UN AQUOS 
LED models combine incredibly bright and vivid 
picture quality with the lowest power consump- 
tion of any LCD TV on the market today. Sharp 
developed a new X-GEN LCD panel to comple- 
ment its proprietary UltraBrilliant Full Array LED 
backlight system, delivering very high contrast, 
deep black levels, and uniform brightness. 

Perfect For 

Eco-conscious TV buyers who are looking for 
high performance at a great value. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Full Array LED Backlight system provides uniform brightness and colors 

• Sharp's top performing X-GEN LCD technology enables high contrast 

• UltraBrilliant LED Backlight system delivers vivid images, deep blacks 

• Full HD 1080p resolution with 120Hz Fine Motion Enhanced for 
fine detail 

• Lowest power consumption LCD-TVs available, saving energy costs 

• Exceeds Energy Star's power reduction standard by over 50% 

• AQUOS Net unites the personalized convenience of the Internet with 
entertainment and online real-time customer support 

• USB Photo viewer enables the enjoyment of still images and MP3 music 

Coolest Feature 

OPC automatically adjusts the screen brightness to reproduce the best 
picture quality, reduces stress on the eyes, and conserves energy. 



Available in Magnolia Home Theater 
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X 



MITSUBISHI 
ELECTRIC 

DIGITAL TELEVISIONS 



LCD HDTV 

Surround Sound Simplified 





Mitsubishi 249 Series 
Unisen Immersive 
Sound LCD HDTV 

MSRP: 46-inch model $2,599 

SKU: 9427211 

MSRP: 52-inch model $3,099 

SKU: 9427284 

www.mitsubishi-tv.com 



Quick Overview 

The Mitsubishi 249 Diamond Series of LCD TVs 
enhances viewers' lives while simultaneously sim- 
plifying them. Beyond lush 1080p video on a back- 
lit screen with enhancements such as ISFccc 
Certified Video Calibration, Variable Smooth240 
Film Motion, and Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital 
video processing, these Internet-ready TVs output 
superior 5.1 -channel surround sound through a 
16-speaker array built into an ultra-thin design. 

Perfect For 

Those who want concert-quality Dolby Digital 
5.1 -channel surround sound without the cost and 
clutter of separate audio components. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dolby Digital 5.1 -channel surround sound via 1 6 2W speakers 

• Dual Driver Extended Range Sound via two 1 0W speakers 

• VUDU™ Integrated 1080p Video 

• Variable Smooth240 Film Motion eliminates blurring in fast action 

• New Plush 1080p 5G 18-bit digital video processing 

• New ISFccc Certified Video Calibration and Advanced Video Calibration 
Mode, Sound Projector Calibration Microphone, Super Contrast Panel, 
and Jade activity-based user interface 

• SharpEdge, DeepField Imager, PerfectColor, PerfectTint, 6-Color Processor 

Coolest Feature 

During configuration, a graphical user interface lets users enter precise 
room dimensions to calculate and set optimized audio specifically for the 
room, as well as adjust traits for each of the five surround channels. 
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Accessories & Services 



As you head toward the HDTV section of your 
local consumer electronics store, you'll in- 
variably pass shelves of bland-looking HDTV 
accessories. Sure, these accessories have multichannel 
audio, gold-plated connectors, nitrogen-injected insu- 
lation, and fully articulating mounting arms, but they 




can't compete visually with their big-screen flat-panel 
HDTV counterparts. Despite outward appearances, 
however, there are a handful of accessories that are 
vital to getting the most from your HDTV. The follow- 
ing is a rundown of accessories we recommend to 
complete your home-theater setup. 03 



WALL MOUNTS & BRACKETS 

Let you view your HDTV from the best possible angle 
Adjust your TV's position by tilting it up or down as needed 
O Maximize space in your viewing room by hanging up your TV 

HDMI CABLES 



Carry uncompressed digital audio and video signals to and from 
your HDTV and its components 

Shielding in higher-end models eliminates interference from 
other components 

Well-built connectors ensure a snug stable fit 

V 

CLEANING KIT 

Protect your HDTV's screen by using specially formulated 
sprays and cloths while cleaning it 
Eliminates the danger of scratching delicate screens 
No-drip formulas prevent damaging other home- 
theater equipment 



CORD-CONCEALMENT KIT 

Hide multiple cords while keeping them organized 
Minimize cord clutter, especially with wall-mounted sets 
Keep the focus on your new HDTV, not the cords connected 
to it 

UNIVERSAL REMOTE CONTROL 



Simplify your home-theater setup with one remote that can 
control all of your components 

Program different functions so that you will be able to, for 
example, watch a movie by pressing just one button 
Easily view options in the dark with a backlit LCD 



SURGE PROTECTORS/POWER CONDITIONERS 

Protect your home theater from potential damage by using a 
surge protector that will absorb electrical fluctuations 
Filter out "dirty power" (also known as electrical "noise" and 
radio interference) that can degrade your home theater's audio 
and video with a power conditioner 
Have peace of mind knowing that your home theater will give 
you its peak performance for the longest amount of time 

SURROUND-SOUND SYSTEM 



Maximize your HDTV experience with theater-like audio 
Feel like you're in the movie scene instead of just watching it 
Even out softer and louder programming with an equalizer 

TV STANDS - 

Offer flexibility if you're unable to mount your HDTV on the wall 
Available in a variety of finishes to match any decor 
Provide a place for additional home-theater equipment 



HOME-THEATER SERVICES 

A home theater is a pretty big investment, so it's wise to 
consider letting a professional handle your installation and 
setup. Let your local CE retailer tackle the following tasks, 
and you'll be able to enjoy the full glory of HD in no time. 

Home Theater In-Home Consultation 
TV Recycling 
TV Calibration 
* TV Mounting & Cord Concealment 
Remote Control Programming 
Speaker Setup 
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Fujifilm FinePix F72EXR 



$279.95 



r .bestbuy.com/fuji 



COVER STORY 



m 



FinePix 



U JIFILIVI 



Digital Cam 

Zoom Into Great Pictures 




Dhere are many moments in 
life worth cherishing, and 
snapping a picture is the 
perfect way to relive some 
of the most memorable. 
Whether your daughter is 
taking her first steps or 
walking down the aisle, Fujifilm's FinePix 
F72EXR ($279.95; www.bestbuy.com/fuji) 
can help you easily capture the moment 
in vivid detail. 

Shoot Vibrant Photos 

The F72EXR features Fujifilm's Super CCD 
(charge-coupled device) EXR sensor, 
which automatically adjusts the camera's 
capture mode to take bright, detailed 
photos in low-light situations, such as 
when the kids are out trick-or-treating 
on Halloween. And when the picture 
contains a low-contrast area such as 
a white-sand beach or a blue sky, your 
photos won't look grainy or over- 
exposed. Instead, photos will turn out 
more like what you see with your eyes. 

Even if you're sitting on the sidelines, the 
F72EXR's Fujinon 10X optical zoom lens 



will get close-ups of your son kicking the 
winning goal at his soccer game. With the 
ability to take photos from a distance, 
you can snap candid shots of your kids 
while they play tag with their friends. 

The F72EXR's Super Intelligent Flash, 
Technology automatically determines 
how much light is needed for the current 
environment, your close-up of the flower 
girl during a dimly lit wedding reception 
won't look washed-out. Even the back- 
ground details will be clearly illuminated 
rather than too dark or completely black. 



Perfect Presets 

" " TiththehelpoftheF72EXR's 

advanced capture modes, 
every shot you take can be a keeper, 
no matter where the setting. The 
F72 features several preset modes, 
such as Pro Focus Mode, which can 
be used to soften the background to 
create a studio-like portrait of your 
loved one. The Pro Low-Light 
Mode helps you take clear photos 
even it yoi 
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Convenience Is Key 

You'll never have to miss the perfect shot 
because you don't have your camera. At 
3.9 inches wide, 2.3 inches high, and only 
0.9 inches thick, the F72EXR can fit into a 
shirt or jeans pocket, or in the smallest of 
purses, so you can truly take your camera 
everywhere you go. 

With the F72EXR's 27mm wide-angle 
lens, you won't have to physically 
back up in order to frame your entire 
bowling team in one perfect group shot. 

And the F72EXR's 2.7-inch LCD screen 
offers high-contrast viewing and re- 
duced glare, so even if you're in direct 
sunlight, you can easily review the 
pictures of you and your kids at the 
pumpkin patch. 

Big Shots, Small Package 

Fujifilm's FinePix F72EXR is the world's 
smallest camera, so you can take it 
anywhere you go to capture vivid, 
detailed pictures that aren't grainy or 
over-exposed, even from a distance. E3 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 






MEMORY CARD 


HOW TO BUY 


Shopping Tips 

• There are several different types 
of memory cards, so be sure to 
consult a users manual before you 
purchase one for your camera 

or camcorder. 

• Your level of photo or video 
quality and how much you will 
use your camera or camcorder 
will determine your storage needs. 

• D-SLR camera and high-defini- 
tion camcorder users should 
consider getting a high-speed, 
high-capacity memory card. 


A Memory 
Card 

Small Card, Large Storage Options 



Dt seems everyone has their 
fingers on a digital camera or 
camcorder these days, and 
because all digital cameras 
and some camcorders use 
memory cards to save your 
memories, chances are you'll 
need to pick up a memory card when 
you purchase a new digital imaging de- 
vice. Factors such as card type, speed, 
capacity, and class are all features that 
need to be taken into consideration, 
and here we'll help you find the 
memory card that best suits your needs. 

The ABCs Of Memory Cards 

If your camera or camcorder is compat- 
ible with a memory card, it may be able 
to use a variety of types, such as SD 
(Secure Digital), CF (Compact Flash), xD 
(eXtreme Digital)-Picture Card, or MS 
(Memory Stick). Additionally, there are 
derivations of these card types. SDHC 
(High Capacity), miniSD/SDHC, microSD/ 
SDHC, MS Pro Duo, and MS Pro-HG Duo 
are some examples. To ensure that you 
pick up a card that works with your de- 
vice, be sure to consult the users manual. 

Meet Your Storage & 
Speed Needs 

Memory cards can offer anywhere from 
less than 1GB of storage to approxi- 
mately 64GB. Depending on what you 
intend to use your camera or camcorder 
for, you can choose a card that falls 




within a certain storage range. For ex- 
ample, shutterbugs who want to occa- 
sionally snap photos throughout the 
holidays will probably get by with a card 
that's between 1 and 4GB. If you plan to 
heavily use your digital camera to docu- 
ment the first few years of your child's 
life or to create images for your continu- 
ally growing scrapbook, you're probably 
better off with a memory card that of- 
fers at least 8GB of storage. 

Advanced cameras, such as D-SLRs, or 
camcorders that can record HD footage 
are best paired with memory cards that 
have high capacities. The reason for this 
is because these cameras demand more 
storage space for saving high-quality 
photo and video files. If you're looking 
for a memory card for a D-SLR or HD 
video camera, a card that has at least 
16GB or more will work best. 

High-speed cards are designed to read 
and write data quicker than standard- 
speed cards, which will cut down on 



the shutter lag for cameras and lets you 
rapidly capture succeeding images. 
They offer different speed classes to re- 
flect the minimum data transfer rates. 
The higher a card's Class number, the 
higher the minimum megabytes per 
second of data the card will be able to 
transfer. For instance, Class 2 offers 
2MBps, Class 4 provides 4MBps, and 
Class 6 allows for 6MBps. 

Something For Every 
Camera Or Camcorder 

The capabilities of your camera or 
camcorder and how you plan to use 
your device will largely determine 
what type of memory card you should 
buy. Before you settle on the cheapest 
option on the shelf, take into consider- 
ation the different features memory 
cards have to offer, as they can make a 
significant difference in the quality of 
your photos and videos. 03 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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The Gift Of Life 

Keeping Your Camera Battery Alive 




o one likes it when 
they are presented 
with the perfect photo 
opportunity but are 
then thwarted by a 
dead camera battery. 
Before you purchase a 
digital camera, take the battery into 
consideration. Digital cameras come 
with an array of choices when it comes 
to the power supply, which could af- 
fect how much life you get from your 
camera battery later on. 

Look Before You Buy 

Before you purchase a camera, check 
out the CIPA (Camera & Imaging 
Products Association) rating in the 
camera specs. This will tell you the av- 
erage number of images that can be 
captured on a single battery charge. For 
snapping photos at family gatherings a 
few times a year, you probably won't 
need something with a high CIPA rating. 
For more active shutterbugs, however, a 
high CIPA rating will help you maximize 
your camera investment. 

Digital cameras also offer different 
types of batteries, including lithium- 
ion and standard AA or AAA. Re- 
chargeable lithium-ion batteries are 
ideal because you can use them for a 
long period of time (such as a few 
years), which is better for both your 
wallet and the environment. AA and 
AAA lithium and rechargeable lithium 
batteries are also available. 

Lithium batteries are engineered to last 
longer and be more powerful than AA 
and AAA alkaline and NiMH (nickel- 
metal hydride) batteries. However, 




lithium batteries are slightly more expen- 
sive than alkaline and NiMH batteries. 



Conserve Your Battery 

Some cameras come with settings or 
features that will help conserve your 



Camera Battery 
Basics 

• Before you purchase your camera, 
check its CIPA rating for the av- 
erage number of images that can be 
captured on a single battery charge. 

• Lithium batteries last longer and 
are more powerful than alkaline 
and NiMH batteries but are more 
expensive. 

• Conserve battery life by using a 
power save mode and limiting the 
use of power-hungry features, such 
as the LCD. 

• When your battery dies more 
quickly than it used to, it might be 
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battery. For example, some cameras 
have a power save mode, in which your 
camera will automatically implement 
the optimal settings to preserve battery 
life. Also, you might want to consider a 
camera that has both an LCD screen 
and an optical viewfinder — a camera's 
LCD uses a lot of battery power, so 
turning it off and using the viewfinder 
will help conserve whatever battery 
power you have left. 

Time For A New Battery? 

No matter how often you use your 
camera, eventually your camera battery 
will begin to wear out and start running 
out of power between charges more 
quickly than it used to. This is a sign you 
need to purchase a new one. Most dig- 
ital cameras have rechargeable lithium- 
ion batteries that you can purchase at 
your local CE retailer, but be sure you 
buy the battery that works with your 
camera, as some are model-specific. E3 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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From Camcorder 
To Computer 




Move Your Footage 



ith friends and fam- 
ily who live near- 
by, it's easy to pack 
up your camcorder 
and play your latest 
home videos for 
them by connecting it to their home the- 
ater. But with loved ones who are far 
away, you'll need to copy the video to 
disc or put it online to share it with them, 
which requires importing footage onto 
your computer. In this article, we'll show 
you how you can transfer your cam- 
corder video to your computer and tell 
you what file formats are best for burning 
video discs, sending footage in email, and 
uploading clips to social media Web sites. 

How To Import Video 

If your digital camcorder records video 
to DVDs, flash memory, or a hard drive, 
you can connect the camcorder to your 



Post Your Video 
Online 

ome video-sharing Web sites, 
such as YouTube, offer an up- 
load button. Others, such as Google 
Video, require you to download an 
upload application to your com- 
puter in order to post videos online. 
Both types upload at relatively sim- 
ilar speeds. It's important to note 
that most online Web sites limit 
your videos to either 2GB in file size 
or 1 minutes in length. 




computer using a USB or FireWire cable 
and copy the file over. If your camcorder 
records to tape media, you will need to 
play the footage on the camcorder to im- 
port video to your PC and use video- 
editing software to digitize the video. If 
you own an HD camcorder that records 
in the AVCHD (Advanced Video Codec 
High Definition) or HDV (high-definition 
video) format, your video-editing soft- 
ware must specifically support it, or you 
won't be able to view or edit the video. 

Get It All On Disc 

When you're done editing footage on 
your computer, the video-editing soft- 
ware will give you the option to select the 
video file format you want to save your 
edited work as. If you plan to burn the 
video to disc, MPEG-2 is the format most 
DVDs are recorded in, while MPEG-4 is 
the format used by Blu-ray Discs. The 
MPEG-4 format uses a type of compres- 
sion that delivers the same video quality 
as MPEG-2 and uses only half the space. 



DVD players don't recognize MPEG-4 for- 
mats, but BD players can play both. 
Therefore, saving your work in the MPEG- 
2 format might be preferable, because 
you can play the video in both. 

Computer-friendly Formats 

If you plan on emailing video, use the 
AVI, RM (for Real Media's player), or 
WMV (for Windows Media Player) for- 
mat so recipients can double-click an 
email video attachment and immediately 
watch it using one of their PC's media 
players. If you send an MPEG video, your 
recipient may need DVD- or BD-player 
software or a media player plug-in to 
watch the video. For online video-sharing 
Web sites such as YouTube, Facebook, 
and Google Video the FLV video format is 
used. Although most video Web sites will 
convert video files to FLV during the up- 
load process, you can save time by ini- 
tially saving your videos as FLV. \H 

by Nathan Lake 
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Redefine 

Your Photography 

Sony's Cyber-shot Digital Still Cameras 
DSC-TX1 & DSC-HX1 



Dhe debate is settled: We 
love digicams. But while 
digital imaging has enabled 
us to explore the more 
spontaneous and true-to- 
life side of photography, 
we've also grown accustomed to taking 
countless mediocre photos. Maybe the 
lighting at the wedding reception left im- 
ages of the dance dim and grainy. Or per- 
haps Jimmy's three pointer at the buzzer 
was snapped a fraction of a second too 
late. Or maybe the lens angle of your 
digicam is just too narrow to squeeze 
every relative into a single shot at your 
family reunion. But what if there was a 
way these photos could have become 
keepers? Thanks to Sony's latest Cyber- 
shot cameras with cutting-edge tech- 
nologies, there is. 




processor, which enables the camera to 
capture up to 10 images per second, 
even at the camera's highest resolution. 
This feature is great for document- 
ing priceless split-second moments 
in sporting events and other easily 
missed situations. 



Revolutionary Imaqe Sensor The Sky's The Limit 



Because most photos are taken in less- 
than-ideal lighting, Sony equipped the 
Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 ($379; www.sony 
style.com) with an Exmor R and the DSC- 
HX1 ($499) with an Exmor CMOS image 
sensor, which is the camera technology 
that's responsible for capturing digital im- 
ages. It's designed to deliver superior per- 
formance in low-light settings and has 
improved sensitivity, resulting in photos 
that are sharper, clearer, and up to 50% 
less grainy. Your indoor and night shots 
will look dramatically better. 

Delay-Free Photography 

Both cameras couple the lightning- 
quick CMOS with the BIONZ image 



The BIONZ image processor also enables 
Sony to offer another must-have feature 
called Sweep Panorama Mode. Forget 
about shooting and stitching multiple 
images together with in-camera software; 
this mode lets you generate stunning 
panoramas by simply holding down the 
shutter button and sweeping the camera 
horizontally or vertically. Without any 
additional effort on your part, the cam- 
era automatically snaps images and 
layers them appropriately to create a 
panoramic result. 

Find Your Cyber-shot Fit 

While Sony's Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 and 
Cyber-shot DSC-HX1 have plenty in 



Sony Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 

$379.99 

www.sonystyle.com 



common, they also cater to different 
lifestyle needs. For those who need a 
camera while they're on the go, the pock- 
etable Cyber-shot DSC-TX1 features 
a Carl Zeiss Vario-Tessar lens, 3-inch 
touchscreen, 4X optical zoom, 10.2- 
megapixel resolution, and comes in one 
of four attractive colors — silver, gray, 
pink, or blue. The Cyber-shot DSC-HX1 is 
ideal for anyone who wants the same 
technology features but with higher 
perfomance. It features a 3-inch LCD, 
9.1 -megapixel resolution, and a 20X op- 
tical zoom G lens. The lens is capable of 
shooting 28mm wide-angle images up to 
560mm telephoto range, making this 
camera perfect for snapping expansive 
panoramic shots or getting up close and 
personal with far away photo subjects. 

Shoot More, Delete Less 

Even when you are faced with less- 
than-ideal scenarios to capture your 
special memories, with Sony's Cyber- 
shot DSC-TX1 and Cyber-shot DSC- 
HX1, you'll be able to take plenty of 
shots that are frame-worthy . B3 
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ScanDisk's Extreme 
CompactFlash Card 

A Card That Meets D-SLR Demands 




hether you're a 
seasoned photog- 
rapher or just 
starting out with 
your first D-SLR 
camera, the new 
Extreme Compact- 
Flash cards from San Disk offer the pro- 
fessional speed and storage space 
needed to bring your ideas to life. 

Read & Write Data Faster 

San Disk's Extreme CompactFlash cards 
set themselves apart from other 
memory cards because they have an 
ultra-quick read and write speed of 
60MBps, making them perfect for saving 
or offloading HD video or continuous 
burst shots that have heavy storage 
space demands. And delivering profes- 
sional performance, each Extreme 
CompactFlash card features SanDisk's 




Power Core controller, which can handle 
whatever your camera's buffer can dish 
out. This distributes and saves your D- 
SLR's image data across the memory 
card faster and more efficiently. 

Save More Photos 

For those who are serious about their 
photo results, shooting in the lossless 
RAW format will store complete image 
data that's generated by a D-SLR's image 
sensor on a memory card. Unlike the 



Which SanDisk Extreme 
CompactFlash Card Do I Need? 



Size Of RAW File* 



10MB il4MB il8MB 124MB 



Card 8GB 640 


480 


360 


260 


Capacity 16GB 1,280 


960 


720 


520 



*1 gigabyte (GB) = 1 billion bytes. Some capacity not available for data storag 

^Approximations: Results will vary based on file size, resolution, compression, 
bit rate, content, host device, preloaded files, and other factors. 
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JPEG file format, RAW images contain 
more detailed image information and 
therefore require plenty more storage 
space. To address this large storage need, 
SanDisk's Extreme CompactFlash cards 
are available in 8GB and 16GB capa- 
cities. To find the card capacity that best 
fits your needs, determine how many 
RAW images you would like to shoot 
on one card and consult the "Which 
SanDisk Extreme CompactFlash Card Do I 
Need?" chart. 

Reliability Matters 

SanDisk tested the Extreme Compact- 
Flash cards under extreme temperature 
and sealed them with moisture- and hu- 
midity-resistant RTV silicone, so you'll 
know know your camera data and im- 
ages will return home safe if you en- 
counter harsh conditions. Accidental 
drops and file deletion can also occur, 
so the Extreme CompactFlash cards are 
vibration-resistant and include a free 
year of RescuePRO Data recovery soft- 
ware use. \H 



28 October 2009 / FirstGlimpseMag.com 



DIGITAL IMAGING 



FirstGlimpse 



THINGS TO KNOW 



CAMERA & CAMCORDER PROTECTION 




QWhy do cameras and camcorders need to be 
protected? 

Dust, smudges, scratches, and water droplets can hurt a 
camera lens, which might affect your photos and video. 



Q 



How can I keep my camera or camcorder safe when 
I'm transporting it? 



A good camera bag is the key. A bag provides protec- 
tive padding and guards your devices against damaging 
elements. 



QWhat protection features should I shop for in a 
camera/camcorder bag? 

Look for adequate padding, a water-resistant design, 
and pockets that will separate accessories. 



Q 



Bigger is better with a camera/camcorder bag, right? 



Not necessarily. It's nice to have room for accessories, 
but if the case is too big or bulky, you'll tend to leave 
it — and the protection it provides — at home. 



Q 



Q 



How can I guard against moisture? 

Depending on the device, you may be able to buy a 
water-resistant enclosure for it. 

Do I need to worry about damaging anything inside 
the camera/camcorder? 



Yes. Be sure to follow the manufacturer's directions 
when you insert or remove its media, such as a memory 

card or tape, because you can damage the inner mechanism 

in certain cameras/camcorders. 



Qls there a way to protect my camera/camcorder from 
drops while I'm using it? 

If it has a hand strap, adjust it for a good fit. If it has a 
wrist strap, use it. 



Q 



Why is my lens cap important? 



Not only does the lens cap keep dust out, it also wards 
off other things that could scratch the lens, which might 
degrade picture quality. Also, prolonged exposure to bright 
light can burn an image into certain cams' imaging chips. 



Q 



How can I keep my LCD screen from getting scratched 
or dirty? 

Attach an LCD cover of the proper size. You may need 
to trim an adhesive cover to fit your LCD. 



Q 



Q 



What measures should I take when my camera/ 
camcorder is plugged into a power outlet? 

Use a surge protector, and keep the power cable 
routed out of the way so it won't trip anyone. 

What should I do to keep my camera/camcorder safe 
on a tripod? 



Make sure that the tripod's legs and tilt mechanism are 
securely locked in place. Your device will fall if one leg 
telescopes or your camera tilts forward or backward. 



Q 



How can I protect my camera/camcorder in a vehicle? 



Lock it in the trunk. Direct sunlight can warp its plastic 
parts, and visibility can encourage theft. On hot days, 
take it indoors. 
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Digital Imaging 
Glossary 




re you confused about 
what the lingo on cam- 
era boxes means? Use 
this glossary to help 
decode the world of 
digital imaging. 



aperture — An iris-like diaphragm open- 
ing that can expand and contract the lens 
to let you control the amount of light 
that passes through it, thus affecting the 
exposure. The term "f-stop" is used inter- 
changeably with aperture. 

burst mode — A camera mode that lets 
you capture several shots consecutively 
after pressing the shutter only once. 

CCD (charge-coupled device)— The cam- 
era's image-sensing component. It con- 
verts light into energy that can be stored 
as digital data on your camera. 

depth of field — The area that is in focus 
in front of and beyond the subject of 
your photo. 

digital zoom — Magnifies an image digi- 
tally by cropping it and filling in the rest 
with interpolated pixels, thus degrading 
the quality. Even if the numbers are im- 
pressive, never choose a camera based 
on digital zoom. 

f-stop — See aperture. Smaller f-stop 
numbers mean a wider lens opening; 
larger f-stop numbers mean a narrower 
lens opening. 

ISO — For digital cameras, the ISO set- 
ting measures the sensitivity to light 
(similar to how it does with film). Dig- 
ital camera ISO settings, such as 200, 



400, and up, should capture photos as if 
one were using film with such a speed. 
Lower ISO settings mean you need 
more light and vice versa. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— The screen 
on the back of the camera that lets you 
see a live-action view of your subject or 
your photo after you've taken it. 

lens — The apparatus on the front of the 
camera that gathers and directs light 
toward the imaging device. In a digital 
camera, the lens probably has both an 
optical and digital zoom. 

megapixel — Approximately 1 million 
pixels. The higher the megapixel count, 
the higher the resolution and the more 
you can crop, which means (in general) 
better-quality photos. 

memory card — Because digital cameras 
have very little onboard memory, they 
need flash memory cards to store more 
than a dozen or so images. The type of 
memory card you need depends on the 
make and model of your camera. Some 
of the most popular memory cards are 
Secure Digital, MultiMedia Card, Com- 
pact Flash, and Sony Memory Stick. In 
general, memory cards are quite small. 

noise — The small statistical variations 
among pixels that lead to (usually) 
minor distortions of color in a photo. 

optical zoom — The camera's mechan- 
ical ability to move the lens physically 
closer to your subject. With optical 
zoom, the higher the number (such as 
5X or 10X), the better. When choosing 
a camera, always consider the optical 




zoom, not the digital zoom. Digital 
zoom artificially adds pixels. 

resolution — The number of pixels in 
an image. The higher the resolution, 
the more detail and quality in a photo. 
Resolution is measured in a proportion 
(such as 2,272 x 1,704). 

shutter — A mechanism that opens and 
closes to allow light to pass through 
the lens. You can usually control the 
camera's shutter speed. 

shutter speed — The length of time a 
camera's shutter is open to let light 
through the lens to hit the sensor, which 
records the image. This is expressed in 
fractions of a second: For instance, a 
shutter speed of 1/250 means that the 
shutter is open for 1 /250th of a second. 

viewfinder — The small opening in the 
camera that the user looks through to 
frame a shot. Some digital cameras 
don't have a viewfinder and use only the 
camera's LCD to frame the shot. 

white balance — Light levels are adjusted 
electronically to ensure whites in a cer- 
tain environment are pure, leading to 
more lifelike colors. White balance can 
usually be manually adjusted, too. 
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Which Point-&-Shoot Camera Is Best For You? 

If you're a little confused about the most important features in a digital camera, you're not alone. In this chart, we compare fea- 
tures from select digital cameras, and we also explain what these features mean. 







Resolution; 


Shutter 


Memory 




Battery 




Movie 






Optical zoom 


speed 


card 


LCD size 


life 


ISO 


mode 




What It Means 


More pixels mean 


A faster shutter 


Removable 


The LCD is 


Based on 


A higher ISO 


Lets you re- 






bigger and clearer 


speed will let 


card that 


the screen 


how many 


lets you take 


cord short 






prints; Moves the 


you snap ac- 


stores your 


on the 


shots you 


better pho- 


video clips 






lens closer to your 


tion photos 


photos in 


back of the 


can take on a 


tos in low- 


on your dig- 






subject 


without blur 


your camera 


camera 


single charge 


light settings 


ital camera 




Olympus 


12MP;4X 


1/4 to 


xD-Picture 


2.7 inches 


170 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


n 


FE-4010 




1/2,000 


Card/ 






64,100,200, 




MSRP: $149.99* 




second 


microSD 






400, 800, 






SKU 9454191 












1600,3200 






Nikon 
Coolpix S570 


12MP;5X 


1/1,500 to 
1 second 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


220 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
80,100,200, 


Yes 


-JHSSI 


\mSl 


MSRP: $199.99* 












400, 800, 






SKU 9455369 












1600,3200 






Olympus 
Stylus-7010 


12MP;7X 


1/4 to 
1/2,000 


xD-Picture 
Card/ 


2.7 inches 


170 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
64,100,200, 


Yes 


~ftM 


WL 


MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 9454226 4^ 


^Cij^^ 


second 


microSD 






400,800,1600 








Fujifilm 


10MP;10X 


1/4 to 


SD/SDHC 


2.7 inches 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 




FinePix F72EXR 




1/2,000 








100,200,400, 




9taH 


MSRP: $279.95* ^ 


$JP 


second 








800,1600,3200, 






SKU 9503469 










6400,12800 






Samsung 


12.2MP;4.6X 


1 to 


microSD/ 


3.5 inches; 


N/A 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


55 


TL225 




1/2,000 


microSDHC 


1.5 inches 




80,100,200, 




MaBs 


MSRP: $349.99* 




second 




front LCD 




400, 800, 






SKU 9501791 












1600,3200 




14 ""( 


Sony Cyber-shot 
DSC-TX1 


10.2MP;4X 


2 to 
1/1,250 


Memory 
Stick Duo/ 


3 inches 


250 shots 


Auto; Manual: 
125,200,400, 


Yes 


UL 1 


MSRP: $379.99* 
SKU 9427934 W 


9SP 


seconds 


PRO Duo 






800,1600, 
3200 






Nikon 


12.1MP;5X 


1/1,500 to 


SD/SDHC 


3.5 inches 


200 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 


jSSS 


Coolpix S70 




1 second 








80,100,200, 






MSRP: $399.95* 












400,800,1600, 






SKU 9463662 












3200, 6400 




-*± 


Canon PowerShot 


12.1MP;20X 


15 to 


SD/SDHC/ 


2.5 inches 


340 shots 


Auto; Manual: 


Yes 




SX20 IS 




1/3,200 


MMC/ 






80,100,200, 




InP 


MSRP: $399.99* 




seconds 


MMCplus 






400,800,1600 






SKU 9455127 

















*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which D-SLR Is Best For You? 

As D-SLR prices keep coming down, more photographers are turning to them, both as a first camera and as a trade-up 
to something better. In this chart, we'll help you sort through some of the features and performance specs from select 
D-SLR cameras. 







Resolution 


LCD size 


ISO range 


Kit lens 


Burst speed 


Shutter speed 


What It Means 


Image sensor 
in megapixels; 
more means a 
bigger image 


Diagonal 
measure of 
screen on back 
of camera 


A higher ISO 
range will let 
you take better 
photos in low- 
light situations 


Standard lens 
bundled with 
the camera 
body 


Frames per 
second (fps) 
you can shoot 
while in burst 
mode 


The wider the 
range, the greater 
the gamut of 
long exposures 
to frozen action 


^^k Nikon D3000 
fl B MSRP: $599.99* 
SKU 9456803 


10.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VR lens 


3fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


wjff^ Sony Alpha A330L 

|m MSRP: $649.99* 
SKU 9342142 


10.2MP 


2.7 inches 


100 to 3200 


SAL-1855 
DT18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 lens 


2.5fps 
to card 
capacity 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


■• 


Olympus EP-1 

MSRP: $799.99* 
SKU 9463573 


12.3MP 


3 inches 


100 to 6400 


14-42mm 
f/3.5-5.6 lens 


3fps 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 






_^ Canon EOS 

'/^ fel RebelT1i 

MSRP: $849.99* 

^^^^ SKU 9318954 


12.2MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


EF-S18- 
55mm f/3.5- 
5.6 IS lens 


3.5fps up 
to 53 shots 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^g^^ Nikon D5000 
l| B MSRP: $849.99* 
SKU 9311755 


12.3MP 


2.7 inches 


200 to 3200 


18-55mm 
f/3.5-5.6G 
VRIens 


4fps 


30 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


rrT ,_ Panasonic 
^ A Lumix L10K 

MSRP: $1,299.95* 
^■^** SKU 8815464 


10.1MP 


2.5 inches 


100 to 6400 


N/A (body 
only) 


3fps to card 
capacity 


60 to 1/4,000 
seconds 


^"v Pentax K-7 

^yj MSRP: $1,299.95* 
SKU 9412165 


14.6MP 


3 inches 


100 to 1600 


N/A (body 
only) 


N/A 


30 to 1/8,000 
seconds 


a 


Canon EOS 7D 

■ MSRP: $1,699.99* 
SKU 9491944 

1 <2 


18MP 


3 inches 


100 to 6400 


N/A (body 
only) 


N/A 


1/60 to 
1/8,000 
second 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Which Digital Camcorder Is Best For You? 

Digital camcorders come in a number of formats: DVD, hard drive, flash drive, MiniDV, and high definition are the most 
common. By comparing the following digital camcorders, you can determine which recording format and product best fit 
your style. 







LCD size 


Optical zoom; 
Digital zoom 


Recording 
speeds 


Memory 
card 


Digital still 
resolution 


Lines of 
resolution 




What It Means 


Diagonal length 
of viewing 
screen 


Two methods 
for magnifying 
depth of field; 
optical zoom is 
better 


The speeds a 
particular cam- 
corder can uti- 
lize during 
recording 


Compatible 
flash card types 
(cards not in- 
cluded unless 
noted) 


The number of 
megapixels 
the camcorder 
can capture in 
still images 


Number of lines 
of horizontal reso- 
lution; the higher 
the number, the 
greater the detail 




Canon 

•f&a FS20 

CLH9P MSRP: $349.99* 

SKU 9239745 ^§ 


2.7 inches 


37X; 2,000X 


XP/SP/LP 


SDHC 


N/A 


480 


1 

c 

J 
_ 

c 
o 

c 

<D 

Q 

■ 

o> 

if 

c 
c 


Panasonic 
I ^fjjira HDO ™ 15 

y MSRP: $549* 
SKU 9426846 


2.7 inches 


16X;1,000X 


HA/HG/HX/ 
HE 


SD/SDHC 


2.1MP 


1,080 


^^^|l Samsung 
#^|| HMX-H104 
^W®fr MSRP: $649.99* 
V SKU 9369765 


2.7 inches 


10X;100X 


N/A 


SDHC 


N/A 


1,080 


^ JVC 

fit GZ-X900 

^1 £09 MSRP: $999.95* 
SKU 9363155 


2.8 inches 


5X; 200X 


UXP/XP/SP/ 
EP 


SD/SDHC 


5.3MP 


1,080 


Canon 
ggjjPk HF21 

{^JJ^J MSRP: $999.99* 
SKU 9448289 


2.7 inches 


15X;300X 


MXP/FXP/ 
XP+/SP/LP 


SDHC 


3.3MP 


N/A 


Sony 
^JBL^ HDR-CX500V 
j|lHi MSRP: $1,099.99* 
_ SKU 9403497 


3 inches 


12X;150X 


FH/HQ/SP/ 
LP 


Memory 
Stick PRO 
Duo 


12MP 


1,080 


Panasonic 

^^jk HDC-HS250 

%j| P MSRP: $899.95* 

SKU 9206995 
5 


2.7 inches 


12X;700X 


HA/HG/HX/ 
HE 


SD/SDHC 


2.1MP 


1,080 


X 

c 

3 


| « GZ-MG630 
"wIIeSI MSRP: $399.95* 
SKU 9185794 


2.7 inches 


35X; 800X 


Ultra/Fine/ 
Norm/Eco 


SD/SDHC 


N/A 


N/A 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Canon's D-SLR Camera Lineup 



Canon 



Canon is the first to offer three D-SLRs that can record video in Full HD (1080)— the Rebel T1i, EOS 7D, and EOS 5D 
Mark II. Additionally, its lineup of D-SLRs provides the tools necessary for photography enthusiasts, as well as profes- 
sionals, to capture images the way they intend. No limits on creativity, no frustrating missed shots. Consult our chart 
to help you find the Canon D-SLR that best suits your needs. 



Product Name 
SKU 



Effective 
Resolution 



Shutter Speed 

Memory Card 
Support 

Weight (Camera 
Body Only) 

Maximum ISO 



Shooting Speed 



Battery Type 



Canon EOS Rebel XS Canon EOS Rebel XSi Canon EOS Rebel T1i Canon EOS 50D Canon EOS 7D 

8929699 8794691 9301819 9004418 9491935 



Canon EOS 5D Mark I 

9152454 




$599.99 



7-point autofocus, 9-point autofocus 

2.5-inch LCD monitor with two types of 
with Live View, auto auto focus in Live 



lighting optimizer 



10.1MP 



with HDMI output, 
Live View for stills 
View, spot metering, and video, 14-bit 
and 3-inch LCD with processor for smooth 
Live View function tones 



12.2MP 



$1,399.99 



Full HD video capture Live View with Face 
Detection Live, Lens 
Peripheral Illumina- 
tion Correction 
settings to even 
brightness, and 
HDMI output 




15.1MP 



15.1MP 



1 9-point all cross-type AF 
system for accurate and 
fast shots, Dual DIG IC 4 
image processors deliver 
high image quality and 
speed (up to 8fps), intelli- 
gent viewfinder offers 
100% field of view 

18MP 



$2,699.99* 
(body only) 

Full-frame 21.1 MP 
image sensor, Full HD 
video capture with 
HDMI output, weather- 
resistant body, 3.0 Clear 
View LCD with anti- 
reflective and scratch- 
resistant coatings 

21.1MP 



EF-S18/55IS EF-S18/55IS EF-S18/55 IS EF-28/135 ISU EF-28/135mm ISU N/A 

30 to 1 /4,000 second 30 to 1 /4,000 second 30 to 1 /4,000 second I 30 to 1 /8,000 second 60 to 1 /8,000 second 30 to 1 /8,000 second 



SD/SDHC 



15.9 ounces 



1600 



SD/SDHC 



16.8 ounces 



1600 



SD/SDHC 



16.9 ounces 



CF Type I and I 



25.7 ounces 



CF Type I and I 



28.9 ounces 



CF Type I and II 



28.6 ounces 



3200; High-speed ISO 3200; can be ex- 6400; can be ex- 6400; can be expanded 

6400 and 12800 avail- panded to 6400 or panded to 1 2800 to 12800 or 25600 

able 12800 



3 shots per second 3.5 shots per second 3.4 shots per second 6.3 shots per second 8 shots per second 3.9 shots per second 



LP-E5 rechargeable LP-E5 rechargeable LP-E5 rechargeable BP-511A 



LP-E6 rechargeable CR1 61 6 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Canon 



D-SLR Camera 

Quick Speed & High Image Quality 





Canon EOS 7D 

MSRP: $1,699.99 

SKU: 9491944 (body only) 

MSRP: $1,899.99 

SKU: 9491935 (28-1 35mm f/2.8-5.6 lens included) 

www.usa.canon.com 



Quick Overview 

The EOS 7D from Canon has you covered when 
it comes to speed. The 18MP CMOS sensor and 
Dual DIGIC 4 Image Processors let you shoot up 
to high-quality 8fps, while the 19-point cross- 
type AF system leads to faster, more precise fo- 
cusing. For accurate exposure and color, the 
iFCL Metering with 63-zone dual-layer metering 
sensor delivers in any lighting situation. And be- 
sides taking great shots (up to ISO 12800), the 
EOS 7D's body is dust-and weather-resistant. 

Perfect For 

Advanced amateur photographers who need a 
camera that can suit their needs. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 1 8MP CMOS Sensor, 1 9-point all cross-type AF system for accurate fast 
shots, and Dual Digic 4 image processors deliver high image quality 

• IS0 100 to 6400 (expandable up to 12800) for getting great shots no 
matter the lighting conditions 

• 8fps continuous shooting (up to 1 26 JPEG or 1 5 RAW files) 

• Intelligent Viewfinder with 1 00% field of view, wide viewing angle of 29.4 
degrees, and a high magnification of 1.0 

• Face Detection Live Mode, Full HD video recording (1080p) and selectable 
frame rates (24p, 25p, or 30p), Auto Lighting Optimizer, and Lens Periph- 
eral optimization 

• Compatible with more than 60 EF and EF-S lenses 

Coolest Feature 

An advanced movie mode with selectable frame rates (24p, 25p, or 30p), 
including both standard-definition and True HD (1080p). 
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Find The Nikon COOLPIX That Fits Your Life 



Nikon 

At the heart of the image 



Nikon's COOLPIX cameras won't let you miss the joy in life, thanks to their fast start-up time, shutter speed, and auto 
focus. Each COOLPIX offers an ultra-compact and stylish design that will deliver sharp and colorful photo results with 
its NIKKOR lens. With a wide range of Nikon COOLPIX cameras available, it couldn't be easier to find a camera that can 
keep up with your photography needs. 



Product Name 
SKU 

Additional 
Colors Available 

MSRP 

Resolution 

Zoom 

LCD Size 

Internal Memory & 
Compatible Cards 

ISO 
Shooting Modes 

Movie Mode 

Touch-Panel 
Control 

Battery Type 
Battery Life 


Nikon 
COOLPIX L20 

9220167 


Nikon 
COOLPIX S220 

9220185 

Jpj 

| 9224519 

■ 9224494 

■ 9224528 


Nikon 
COOLPIX S570 

9455369 


Nikon 
COOLPIX S230 

9220201 


Nikon 
COOLPIX L100 

9220229 


Nikon 
COOLPIX S630 

9223734 

■ 9225279 

■ 9225242 

■ 9225251 


Nikon 
COOLPIX S70 

9455412 


Nikon 
COOLPIX P90 

9223743 


m 


■ 9463699 

■ 9464616 
9464661 


S23 

9225224 

■ 9225215 

■ 9225233 




■fl 

■ 9463662 


flltifc 


$129.95* 


$149.95* 


$199.95* 


$199.95* 


$249.95* 


$279.95* 


$399.95* 


$399.95* 


10MP 


10MP 


12MP 


10MP 


10MP 


12MP 


12MP 


12.1MP 


3.6X optical; 
4X digital 


3X optical; 
4X digital 


5X optical; 
4X digital 


3X optical; 
4X digital 


15X optical; 
4X digital 


7X optical; 
4X digital 


5X optical; 
4X digital 


24X optical; 
4X digital 


3 inch 


2.5 inch 


2.7 inch 


3 inch 


3 inch 


2.7 inch 


3.5-inch OLED 


3-inch tilt and 
swivel LCD 


20MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


44MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


47MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


44MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


44MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


44MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


20MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


47MB internal 
& SD/SDHC 


Up to 1600 


Up to 2000 


Up to 3200 


Up to 2000 


Up to 3200 


Up to 6400 


Up to 6400 


Up to 6400 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 16 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 6 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 6 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 7 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 6 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 6 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


6 Scene Auto 
Selector 
Modes, 1 7 
Scene Modes, 
plus Auto 


16 scene modes, 
Programmed 
Auto, Shutter- 
Priority Auto, 
Aperture-priority 
Auto, and Manual 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes(HD) 


Yes 


No 


No 


No 


Yes 


No 


No 


Yes 


No 


2 AA batteries 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


4 AA batteries 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


Li-Ion recharge- 
able battery 


240 shots with 
alkaline, 630 
shots lithium- 
ion 


180 shots 


220 shots 


160 shots 


350 shots with 
alkaline, 900 
shots lithium- 
ion 


220 shots 


200 shots 


200 shots 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



FUJSfILM 



Digital Camera 

Zoom In To Great Photos 






FujiFilm FinePix F72EXR 

MSRP: $279.95 

SKU: 9503469 

www.bestbuy.com/fuji 



Quick Overview 

Award-winning EXR sensor technology and 
being "the world's smallest 10x digital camera*" 
make the FinePix F72EXR the solution to 
capture the highest image quality even under 
the most difficult shooting conditions. Low 
light, backlight, or very bright light are no prob- 
lem for the F72EXR. A metal chassis for durabil- 
ity and a double lacquer finish means it looks as 
good as the pictures it takes. 

Perfect For 

The digital photographer looking for a super 
compact long zoom camera that makes it easy 
to capture great shots even under the toughest 
shooting conditions. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• 10-megapixel EXR Sensor Technology 

• Fujinon 10x Wide Angle Optical Zoom (27~270mm equivalent) 

• 2.7" High Contrast LCD viewable even in bright sunlight 

• EXR AUTO mode automatically chooses the optimum sensor setting 

and scene mode for conditions 

• Super Intelligent Flash control captures subjects naturally even at an 

extremely close range 

• High sensitivity up to ISO12800 for low light conditions 

• Dual Image Stabilization helps prevent image blur 

Coolest Feature 

At only 22.7mm thin (0.9in.), this long zoom 10x camera fits right into 
your pocket, making it highly portable. Wide angle fits the whole group 
in, and 10x zoom lets you capture unsuspecting subjects up close. 



*F72EXR is the world's smallest among digital cameras with 10X optical zoom lens; as of July 2009, FUJIFILM research. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



OLYMPUS 



Digital Camera 

Powerful Zoom, Plenty Of Room 




-^i 



Olympus 
STYLUS-7010 

MSRP: $199.99 

SKU: 9454226 (silver) 
9480359 (pink) 
9480377 (gray) 

www.getolympus.com 



Quick Overview 

As the world's smallest 7X wide-angle optical 
zoom camera, the STYLUS-7010 will help you 
take great shots with a camera that's light enough 
to take anywhere. To get the best results, the In- 
telligent Auto function can identify the scene 
you're shooting and adjust the camera's settings 
for you. Its 7X optical zoom and a 28mm wide- 
angle lens will ensure you capture everything 
within your shot setting. Plus, with 12MP, you can 
make poster-sized prints of your favorite photos 
without losing any of the details. 

Perfect For 

People who want a camera that's small in size 
but not short on features. 



Outstanding Benefits 

7X wide-angle optical zoom to capture all of the action 

12MP for poster-sized prints 

2.7-inch Hyper-Crystal II LCD that's easy to see in direct sunlight 

Dual Image Stabilization to reduce motion blur in photos 

Magic Filter adds photo effects such as Pop Art, Pinhole and Fish-Eye 

VGA Movie feature with YouTube uploading 

Advanced Face Detection can lock onto as many as 16 faces 

Shadow Adjustment Technology to bring out details in shadowy scenes 

TruPic III Image Processor to deliver sharp details and less noise in photos 

23 Shooting Modes 

Coolest Feature 

AF Tracking automatically tracks unpredictable, fast-moving subjects, 
such as kids and pets, so you can easily capture great action shots. 
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DIGITAL IMAGING 



Canon 



Flash Memory Camcorder 
Fast & Flexible 





Canon FS20 Dual Flash 
Memory Camcorder 

MSRP: $349.99 

SKU: 9239745 

www.usa.canon.com/camcorder 



Quick Overview 

The Canon FS20 Dual Flash Memory camcorder 
enables you to record to both an 8GB internal 
flash drive as well as a removable SDHC mem- 
ory card. It not only extends the recording 
space available, but also gives you added flexi- 
bility in file transfer and playback. Now, you'll 
have a chance to catch even more of your life's 
special moments with the FS20. 

Perfect For 

Consumers looking for a lightweight, compact, 
and easy-to-use camcorder that captures stun- 
ning video at an affordable price. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Dual Flash Memory allows you to record up to 5 hours of video to an 
8GB internal flash drive as well as directly to removable SDHC memory 
cards for fast and easy sharing of your memories 

• Ultra-Sleek, Compact, and Lightweight Design (7.9 ounces) allows you 
to take your camcorder with you anywhere 

• Genuine Canon 48x Advanced Zoom gets you closer and wider while 
preserving image quality 

• 1.07 Megapixel CCD Image Sensor for razor-sharp video and photos 

Coolest Feature 

Video Snapshot Mode: This feature makes capturing once-in-a-lifetime 
milestones as easy as taking photos. Record a series of four-second video 
clips, then add background music to create the perfect highlight movie. 
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Accessories & Services 



Prices for digital camcorders and cameras continue 
to fall as their video and picture quality improves, 
which is especially good news for first-time buyers 
or those looking to upgrade. Pairing your new camcorder 



or camera with the right products will bring you better 
photography results. Here are some must-have acces- 
sories you should consider buying so you can get the 
most out of your digital imaging device. 133 




UV FILTER 

Protect digital camcorder and D-SLR lenses from dust, dirt, 
fingerprints, and scratches 

Get clearer, more detailed videos or photographs when 
you're shooting in bright conditions 

TRIPOD - 

Larger tripods are an easy way to ensure steady video footage 

Pan large areas while recording video in one smooth motion 

Use a tripod and your camera's timer to get a picture of 

the entire group without needing someone to man the 

camera 

Keeps your camera steady while you're shooting close-up 

or distance shots, which can prevent photo blurring 



SPARE BATTERIES/CHARGER 

Be sure you're never caught without the power needed to 
capture the perfect moment 

Whether your camera uses proprietary batteries or AAs, keep 
at least one fully charged spare or set in your camera bag 
An additional battery charger will give you the flexibility to 
power up your camera batteries anywhere you're headed, 
even if you're traveling 



EXTRA MEDIA 

Keep spare memory cards on hand so you can snap away 
without having to worry about running out of storage space 
Consider having several memory cards with smaller capacities 
instead of one card with a larger capacity; that way, if some- 
thing goes wrong with one, you'll still have a backup 
For your digital camcorder, keep more recording media in 
your bag than you think you'll need, just in case 



J 



ADDITIONAL LENSES/CONVERTER LENSES 

Extra lenses for D-SLRs and converter lenses for digital cam- 
corders can enhance your results by extending your field of 
view, reducing glare, and more 

Telephoto lenses enable you to zoom in from far away; wide- 
angle lenses give you the ability to get a full view even if you're 
close to the subject; and macro lenses will let you achieve up- 
close, detailed shots of your photo subject 

EXTERNAL FLASH 



Light up your subjects from greater distances 

Offer better control of lighting conditions when taking 

photos by directing the angle of the flash 



REMOTE SWITCH 

A longer cable lets you snap photos without having to 
touch the camera, which can also reduce camera shake 
May enable the user to lock the shutter for longer exposure 
times 

DIGITAL IMAGING SERVICES 



J 



Once you've set your sights on the camera or camcorder 
you want, consider taking advantage of the digital imaging 
services offered by your local CE retailer. Not only can you 
protect your investment, but you can also discover photog- 
raphy and videography skills that will make your photos 
and videos picture-perfect. 

D-SLR Or Camcorder Service Plan 
D-SLR Training Course 
Camcorder Training Course 
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COMPUTERS 



HOW TO BUY. 




Protection 
For Your PC 

Keep Your Computer Safe 



hether your com- 
puter is new or 
old, keeping it safe 
should be a top pri- 
ority. Finding the 
right security soft- 
ware will help protect your PC from a va- 
riety of Internet-based dangers such as 
viruses, worms, Trojans, and more. Here, 
we'll help you determine what to look 
for when purchasing security software. 

Make Sure You're Covered 

To ensure that your computer is fully pro- 
tected, you should purchase both an an- 
tivirus and antispyware program. These 
two utilities will cover most of your secu- 
rity needs. Antivirus software will block 
worms, Trojans, and other nasty files from 
taking root in your computer's hard drive, 
while antispyware software will scan your 
computer for potential threats, such as 
keyloggers and phishing scams, so that 
your sensitive information isn't compro- 
mised. Many security utilities include both 
an antivirus and antispyware program in 
one package, though each of these pro- 
grams can also be purchased separately. 

Make It Automatic 

Antivirus and antispyware software will 
typically give you the option to manually 
configure settings and scan for surrepti- 
tious files. However, if you'd rather let 
your computer handle the frequent scan- 
ning tasks and guarantee that you have 




the most up-to-date virus and spyware in- 
formation downloaded from your soft- 
ware's security center, look for a security 
suite that will automatically perform scans 
and updates. Also, most security software 
is good for only one year, so consider a 
subscription service so your protection 
doesn't suddenly end. 

Email or instant message attachments are 
yet other sneaky ways for files embedded 
with malicious content to find their way 
on your computer. Even if you receive a 
file from a friend, it can turn out to be 
harmful to download. To make sure that 
all attachments you receive are safe, find a 
security software title that can scan your 
incoming emails and instant messages. 



Kaspersky Lab 

Anti- Virus 2010 

$59.95 • www.kaspersky.com 



This will prevent you from unknowingly 
saving dangerous files to your hard drive. 

You can never be too careful with your 
personal information. Some Web sites 
will disguise themselves as sites you trust 
and use phishing tactics to steal sensitive 
information you enter, and if your com- 
puter downloads a keylogger, it will at- 
tempt to obtain passwords, logins, PINs, 
and more by recording every keystroke 
you make. To fend off these Web nasties, 
antivirus and antispyware software 
should also protect your computer while 
you surf the Web by blocking potentially 
infected Web sites. \H 

by Kris Glaser 
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COMPUTERS 



The Ramifications 
Of RAM 

Why Computer Memory Is Important 



@ven a state-of-the-art PC 
will drop the proverbial ball 
without enough memory 
installed. Insufficient mem- 
ory, also known as RAM, 
can contribute to short- 
comings such as video stuttering, pro- 
grams freezing, and high-end games not 
running. Positively, RAM is relatively af- 
fordable and easy to upgrade. Whether 
you're shopping for a new computer or 
upgrading an old one, consider the fol- 
lowing RAM basics before buying. 

What Does RAM Do? 

RAM is a temporary but fast storage 
area in your PC where applications read 
and write data to and from. Without 
enough RAM, applications turn to 
slower-performing hard drive storage. 
Physically, RAM resembles thin, rectan- 
gular "sticks" that fit in specific mother- 
board slots. These are graded by size 
(measured in megabytes and gigabytes) 
and speed (in megahertz). 



General advice is to buy as much and as 
fast of RAM as possible. Most computer 
makers provide available memory op- 
tions for new PCs. Upgrading existing sys- 
tems is trickier, as not every RAM stick 
works with every motherboard. To 
quickly see which types of RAM you'll 
need for your computer, enter its make 
and model information into an online 
memory configuraton tool. 

When To Say When 

Currently, 2GB of RAM is considered 
the minimum when buying a new PC, 
although more RAM will help future- 
proof the system. Additionally, dif- 
ferent operating systems have different 
RAM requirements. Windows Vista and 
Windows 7 32-bit versions, for ex- 
ample, can run on 1GB, but 64-bit ver- 
sions require 2GB. Further, 32-bit Vista 
versions can only recognize about 3GB 
of RAM max. For more guidance on 
how much RAM you'll need, consider 
these lifestyle examples: 




The Rundown On RAM 

• Buy as much and as fast of RAM as possible. 

• New PC buyers should consider 2GB of RAM 
the bare minimum. 

• 32-bit Windows Vista versions can only recog- 
nize about 3GB of RAM. 

• Video-intensive applications will particularly 
benefit from additional RAM. 

• Use an online memory configuration tool to help 
determine the RAM your current PC needs. 



The Web surfer. For email, Web surfing, 
solitaire, and other less-demanding ap- 
plications, 1GB of RAM should suffice, 
although 2GB is better. 

The office multitasker. For routinely 
running several apps simultaneously, 
such as a printer, Web browser, photo 
editor, word processor, spreadsheet 
program, and multimedia player, con- 
sider 2GB of RAM the minimum, al- 
though 3GB is preferable. 

The multimedia nut. For PCs that serve 
as a hub for recording audio; recording, 
storing, and burning HD video; out- 
putting live or recorded video to an 
HDTV; and streaming media, 3GB 
should be the minimum, but consider 
4GB or more. 

The high-end gamer. Modern PC video 
games are notorious resource hogs. 
Although advice differs on the RAM 
amount a high-end gaming PC needs, 
start with at least 3GB, but more is better. 



Matters Of Memory 



Although the phrase "there's no such 
thing as too much" doesn't exactly 
pertain to RAM 100%, it's better to 
have too much RAM than too little. 
Whether buying a new PC or giving 
an old system a makeover, installing 
as much RAM as possible is one 
of the best gifts you can give 
your computer. B3 

by Blaine Flamig 
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COMPUTERS 



All-ln-One PCs 



Putting It Together 



Bersonal computers have 
gone through numerous 
transformations since 
they were invented, and 
the all-in-one PC is simply 
another stage of this tech- 
nological process. We'll explain why the 
all-in-one PC is a unique alternative to 
desktops and notebooks and point out 
some of its individual features. 



Piece By Piece 

If you're familiar with the components of 
a desktop PC, it won't be difficult to un- 
derstand how an all-in-one PC works. All- 
in-one PCs integrate each part of the PC 
into one unit: Specifically, the monitor, 
case, and internal components — such as 
the hard drive, RAM, and motherboard — 
are combined into a single case. 

There are plenty of advantages to the 
architecture of an all-in-one PC. For in- 
stance, if you've organized an at-home 
workstation to conduct your business 
affairs from but you don't want your PC 
to take up all of your desk space, you 
can opt for an all-in-one that doesn't in- 
clude a bulky, desk-cluttering case. All- 
in-one PCs won't produce a tangled 
mess of cables, either. 

Don't be deceived by the slick design of 
the all-in-one, because these PCs are fea- 
ture-packed on the inside. Most include 
up to 4GB of RAM, more than 300GB 
of hard drive space, and widescreen 
displays. Plus, you can eliminate cords 
altogether by wirelessly connecting 
Bluetooth-enabled devices, such as a key- 
board, mouse, printer, or headphones, if 
your all-in-one is Bluetooth-compatible. 




Condensed Computers 

• All-in-one PCs are consolidated versions of desktop PCs. 

• You can save desk space and eliminate peripheral clutter. 

• Even though there are less standalone components, you're not forgoing functionality. 



And, unlike most desktop PC monitors, 
many all-in-ones now include a built-in 
Web cam for video chatting. 

Multimedia Benefits 

Moreover, all-in-ones are ideal for 
watching multimedia on your PC, as 
they support screen sizes of 18 to 25 
inches. You can wall-mount them to 
watch Internet videos or play DVDs in 
the same way as you would when 
watching on a TV. Some all-in-one 
models include a remote control to 
manage multimedia options from afar, 
including Internet radio, music, photos, 
and videos. Plus, you'll still have the 
computer functionality, so you can 
work on projects or surf the Web with a 
wireless mouse and keyboard without 
being tied to a desk. 

TV-oriented all-in-ones are outfitted 
with a built-in TV tuner, allowing you to 
watch TV programs on your PC via a 



cable programming connection. A PVR 
(personal video recorder) gives you the 
option to digitally record and play TV 
shows on your all-in-one, giving you a 
great way to watch your favorite shows 
when you want, rather than when 
they're on. You can also watch your fa- 
vorite movies or TV shows on disc using 
an integrated DVD player, and some of 
the latest all-in-one models include sup- 
port for Blu-ray Discs. 

All Together Now 

Because all-in-one PCs don't sacrifice 
too much performance for compact de- 
sign, they're well-suited for both work 
and personal environments. You can 
easily utilize them in your medium-sized 
business or as a flat-panel TV with extra 
capabilities. And if you don't have room 
for a desktop yet don't want a laptop, 
an all-in-one might be the perfect fit. E3 

by Joanna Safford 
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COMPUTERS 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



DESKTOP COMPUTER COOLING 



Q 



Why do I need to keep my computer cool? 



/Many of the components in your computer give off a lot 
of heat. If these components get too hot, they could be- 
come damaged. 



Q 



Which computer components need the most cooling? 



A The most important component to keep cool is the 
processor, followed by your hard drive. Video cards 
should also be kept cool to prevent a flickering monitor. 



Q 



How does a computer stay cool? 



Most computers come with fans that connect to the 
edges of your case and pull air through the front of your 
case and push it out the back or top. Other fans specifically 
cool a particular component such as a graphics card. 



Q 



Will I ever need to replace the fans in my computer? 



A You can replace fans if they no longer work, become en- 
crusted with dust or debris, or if you want to use a quieter 
fan model. Upgrading your current fans can also help improve 
your PCs airflow and performance. 



Q 



How many fans do I need? 



The number of fans you need depends on how you use 
your computer. Minimal use requires less cooling than 
heavy use, such as gaming. Many cases have two to four fan 
slots located on the front and back panels, though many 
others have an additional slot on the side or top panel. 



Q 



How do I know which fans to buy? 



A You can determine which size fan you need by mea- 
suring the width of the fan blades on an existing fan or 
the distance between two of the screw holes on one side of a 
fan slot in your computer. 



Q 



How do I install fans in my computer case? 



Most fans attach to your computer's case via four 
screws, which are usually included with the fan you 
buy. Some fans feature tool-less rubber fan mounts. 



Q 



What is a CPU cooling fan? 



A CPU cooling fans are made to specifically cool your 
processor and are attached to a heatsink (a device that 
pulls heat away from the CPU) or a special mounting 
bracket that sits directly atop the processor chip. 



Q 



What else can I use to cool my CPU? 



Before placing a CPU cooler or heatsink on top of your 
processor, you should always spread thermal com- 
pound, paste, or grease to help spread and dissipate the 
processor's heat. 



Q 



What else can I do to keep my computer cool? 



Keep your computer in a well-vented area and avoid 
placing it in a desk cubby with a closed-door front. 

Also, make sure you clean your computer's fans regularly 

with compressed air. 



COMPUTERS 




Computing 
Glossary 




hopping for a computer 
can be intimidating, espe- 
cially with all of the com- 
plex terminology. Here, 
we explain some com- 
mon computer jargon. 



Bluetooth— A short-range wireless stan- 
dard that connects devices such as 
computers, printers, PDAs, and digital 
cameras so they can be used together 
without being connected physically with 
a cord. 

broadband— Network connections that 
transmit high-speed Internet access. 
Cable companies offer network speeds of 
up to 8 to 11Mbps (megabits per sec- 
ond), whereas phone companies offer 
DSL (Digital Subscriber Line), which sup- 
ports maximum speeds of 3 to 5Mbps. 

CRT (cathode-ray tube)— An old analog 
display technology for TVs and computer 
monitors. It features an electron gun illu- 
minating phosphor dots that line the in- 
side of a glass tube. When the phosphors 
are lit, they display on-screen images. 
CRTs consume a great deal of power and 
are heavy and bulky. Many CRTs support 
digital signals, though these are degraded 
when converted to analog. 

dual-core processor— This integrated 
circuit, which controls the computer, 
features two processors, each with its 
own cache, on a single die or chassis. In 



a dual-core configuration, the operating 
system has two processors to handle in- 
structions, speeding up the computer 
and its ability to multitask. 

Ethernet— A widely used LAN protocol 
in which computers and networks are 
physically linked. 

firewall— Hardware or software that 
limits access by a network or another 
outside source to your computer; it 
also may limit your computer's access 
to the network. These security mea- 
sures are designed to protect your 
computer from outsiders who'd like to 
exploit it in some way. By the same 
token, firewalls may prevent infected 
files on your computer from accessing 
the larger network and spreading the 
problem to other users. 

LAN (local-area network)— A group 
of computers that are physically 
connected by wires so they can 
communicate with one another and 
share information. 

LCD (liquid-crystal display)— Liquid- 
crystal display technology sandwiches 
liquid crystals between thin sheets of 
glass. The crystals twist and untwist to 
allow and block light from a backlight, 
forming the images you see. LCDs are 
thinner, lighter, and consume less 
power than CRTs. Initially used mostly 
in notebook PCs, you'll now find LCD 



TVs and computer monitors, and they 
are also in digital cameras, cell phones, 
portable DVD players, and PDAs. 

office suite— Productivity software, such 
as Microsoft Office, StarOffice, and 
OpenOffice.org, that often includes 
word processing, spreadsheet, presenta- 
tion, database, and financial tools. 

operating system— The software, such 
as Windows XP, Windows Vista, or Mac 
OS X, that controls a computer and its 
peripherals and serves as the primary in- 
terface for the users. 

processor— Also known as a micro- 
processor or the CPU, this integrated 
circuit controls the computer. 

RAM (random-access memory)— A 

standard type of memory that's 
read from and written to by the CPU 
and hardware. 

upgradeable— This term refers to the 
ability to add or swap out hardware to 
boost a computer's performance, in- 
crease its speed, or replace a defective or 
obsolete device or component. For in- 
stance, you may add more memory, 
replace an old CRT with a widescreen 
LCD, or swap out an older graphics card 
for a newer one that features an ATSC 
TV tuner so you can watch digital TV on 
your computer. Look for a computer 
with expansion slots or empty bays. 
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COMPUTERS 



A 



Which Notebook Computer Is Best For You? 

notebook computer is a pretty big purchase for most people, and it's usually a bit overwhelming, too. This chart compares 
the features and specs from several different types of notebook models. 



Operating 
system 



Processor 



Hard drive 
size; RAM 



Screen size 



Dimensions; 
Weight 



Optical drives; 
Media card reader 



What It Means 



The software 
(usually Win- 
dows or Mac OS 
X) that controls 
your computer 



Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 



How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the note- 
book's screen 



Height x width 
x depth; How 
much the lap- 
top weighs 



Drives that can read 
and write discs; Slots 
that read media 
cards without a sep- 
arate peripheral 




Compaq Presario 
CQ60-417DX 

MSRP: $399.99* 
SKU 9375936 



Windows 
Vista 



2.2GHz Intel 

Celeron 

900 



160GB; 3GB 



15.6 inches 



1.7x14.9x9.9 
inches; 6.6 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




HPdv7-1448dx 

MSRP: $529.99* 
SKU 9445718 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.2GHz 
AMD Turion 
X2 RM-75 
Dual-Core 



320GB; 4GB 



17 inches 



1.3to1.6x 
15.6x11.2 
inches; 7.8 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Dell Inspiron 14 

MSRP: $599* 
SKU 9412147 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Basic 



2GHz Intel 
Pentium 
Dual Core 
T4200 



250GB; 3GB 



14 inches 



1x13.3x9.4 
inches; 4.96 
pounds 



DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 
(optional) 




Toshiba Satellite 
ProL300-EZ1523 

MSRP: $629* 
SKU 9447397 



Windows XP 
Professional 



2GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



250GB; 4GB 



15.4 inches 



1.5x14.2x 
10.5 inches; 
5.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



Asus U81A 

MSRP: $649.99* 
SKU 9382535 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 
Mobile 



320GB; 4GB 



14 inches 



1.3x13.8x9.6 
inches; 4.7 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Samsung 
Q320-32P 

MSRP: $929.99* 
SKU 9375017 



Windows 
Vista Home 
Premium 



2.53GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



13.4 inches 



1.3to1.44x 
12.83x9 
inches; 4.9 
pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



ta 



SonyVAlO 
VGN-BZ562N 

MSRP: $949.99* 
SKU 9458437 



Windows 
Vista Business 
with XP Pro 
downgrade 



2.1GHz Intel 
Core 2 Duo 



320GB; 4GB 



15.4 inches 



1.5x14.3x 
10.5 inches; 
5.8 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 




Apple 
MacBook Pro 

MSRP: $1,199* 
SKU 9375115 



Mac OS X 
10.5 Leopard 



2.26GHz 
Intel Core 2 
Duo 



160GB; 2GB 



13.3 inches 



0.95x1 2.78x 
8.94 inches; 
4.5 pounds 



Double-layer 
DVD±RW/ 
CD-RW; Yes 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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COMPUTERS 



N 



Which Netbook Is Best For You? 

etbooks don't offer the full capabilities that notebooks do, but these compact devices are ideal for those who need to stay 
connected while on the go. To find the netbook that fits your mobility needs, here's a comparison of the latest models. 









Operating 
system 


Processor 


Hard drive 
size; RAM 


Graphics 
card 


Memory 
card reader 


Ports 




What It Means 


The software 
(usually Win- 
dows XP or 
Linux) that con- 
trols your PC 


Chip that con- 
trols the com- 
puter (typically, 
a bigger num- 
ber is better) 


How much data 
the computer 
can hold; Mem- 
ory that's read 
and written to 


Controls the 
quality of the 
video and im- 
ages you see 
on-screen 


Slots that can 
read media 
cards without a 
separate peri- 
pheral 


Sockets that give 
your computer 
access to differ- 
ent peripherals 


! 


LMj 


Dell IM10-008B 

MSRP: $349.99* 
SKU 9357037 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
500 


SD/MMC/ 
MS 


1 LAN; 1 
HDMI;2USB 






5j 


Acer Aspire One 
I D25CM706 
L MSRP: $349.99* 
^ SKU 9415153 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/MMC/ 
MS/xD- 
Picture Card 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 


q 


Asus 1005HA 
I Eee PC 
L MSRP: $349.99* 
^ SKU 9441909 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 


M 


Toshiba Mini 
NB205-N210 

MSRP: $349.99* 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.66GHz 
Intel Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 






m 


HP Mini 1036 
i NRPC 
[ MSRP: $369.99* 

SKU 9446138 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MS/ 
xD-Picture 
Card 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 




Samsung 
N12CM2GBK 
^ MSRP: $439.99* 
SKU 9365493 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC 


3 USB; 1 VGA; 
1 Ethernet 




Compaq Mini 
110C-1040DX 

^ MSRP: $389.99* 
SKU 9376953 


Windows XP 
Home 


1.6GHz Intel 
Atom 


160GB; 1GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
950 


SD/MMC/ 
MS/xD- 
Picture Card 


3 USB; 1 
Ethernet 


8! 


Sony VAIO Lifestyle 
\ Netbook 
' MSRP: $899.99* 

SKU 9210025 


Windows 
Vista Home 
Basic 


1.33GHz 
Intel Atom 


60GB; 2GB 


Intel Graphics 
Media 
Accelerator 
500 


SD/SDHC/ 
MMC/MS 
Duo 


2 USB; 1 
Ethernet 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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COMPUTERS 



Make Your Life Easier With An Artisan All-in-One Printer 



EPSON 



For all your printing and scanning (and even faxing) needs, nothing beats an all-in-one. But if any printer/scanner just 
won't do, the Epson Artisan 710 and Artisan 810 go the extra mile to deliver a multitude of features that you won't find 
EXCEED YOUR VISION anywhere else. Use this chart to decide which model is best for you. 



Model Name 
SKU 

MSRP 
Print Speed 

Photo 

Enhancement 

Features 

Wi-Fi/Ethernet 

4x6 Print Speed 

Ink 

LCD Size 

Touch Panel 

Memory Card 
Slots 

Two-sided printing 

Print/Scan 
Resolution 

Prints Directly 
On CDs/DVDs 

One-Of-A-Kind 
Projects 

Easily Charge 
Mobile Devices 

Print From 
iPhone/iPod touch 

Perfect For 


What It Means 


Epson Artisan 710 

9467819 ^^^^^^^r 


Epson Artisan 810 

9467793 ^^H Hf^H^^^" 




\\ ■•fev^j^- 


i^fcyf^^k \ "^ 




>Hrw* 


1 ^Br3^ 




$179.99* 


$299.99* 


How many pages can be printed 
in one minute 


Maximum: 38 ppm black and color 

Laser Quality: 9.5 ppm black/9.0 ppm color 


Maximum: 38 ppm black and color 

Laser Quality: 9.5 ppm black/9.1 ppm color 


Features that help make your 
photos look better 


Advanced MicroPiezo technology provides 
superior color and detail; Auto photo correc 
and red-eye removal 


Advanced MicroPiezo technology provides 
tion superior color and detail; Auto photo correction 
and red-eye removal 


Can be connected to your wired 
or wireless home network 


Integrated 802.1 1 b/g** wireless and wired ne 
working; easy 4-click WiFi setup 


t- Integrated 802.1 1 b/g** wireless and wired net- 
working; easy 4-click WiFi setup 


How fast the printer can make 
borderless 4x6s 


In as fast as 10 seconds 


In as fast as 10 seconds 


What type of ink the printer uses 


Claria Ultra Hi-Definition Ink (six individual 
cartridges) 


Claria Ultra Hi-Definition Ink (six individual 
cartridges) 


Size of the built-in LCD screen 


2.5 inches 


3.5 inches 


Includes a touchscreen 


No 


Yes: 7.8 inches 


Prints PC-free with memory cards 


SD, xD-Picture Card, Memory Stick, Compac 
Flash, MultiMedia Card 


t SD, xD-Picture Card, Memory Stick, Compact 
Flash, MultiMedia Card 


Print on both sides of the paper 


Yes, automatic 2-sided printing 


Yes, automatic 2-sided printing 


How many dots per inch the printer 
can print or scan 


Print Resolution: 5760 x 1440 dpi 
Scan Resolution: 1200 x 2400 dpi 


Print Resolution: 5760 x 1440 dpi 
Scan Resolution: 2400 x 4800 dpi 


Print onto inkjet-printable CDs and 
DVDs 


Yes 


Yes 


What does this printer let you do? 


Create personal note paper that includes yoi 
photo; create and print coloring book pages 


jr Create personal note paper that includes your 
photo; create and print coloring book pages 


Charge cell phones and MP3 players 
using your printer 


Yes 


Yes 


Print photos wirelessly from your 
portable devices 


Yes, WiFi printing for your iPhone or iPod 
touch*** 


Yes, WiFi printing for your iPhone or iPod 
touch*** 


Sharing one printer at home 
wirelessly 


Print, scan, and share memory cards wireless 
Always have plain and photo paper loaded w 
two automatic paper trays. 


y. Print, scan, and share memory cards wirelessly. 
/ith Always have plain and photo paper loaded with 

two automatic paper trays. Includes a 30-page 

automatic document feeder. 






\ 

The 
Advar 


1/KqI- Iq • Epson Artisan all-in-o 

Fncnn prints ' so you get cris * 

• Corrects digital phot 
1TQCJ© : . Fade resistant photo 


ne printers offer ultra high-definition • Brill 
d, clear photos every time you print spec 
ds better than the competition • Two 
;, last up to 4x longer than lab prints with 


ant results every time with a wide variety of Epson 
•ialty papers 

year limited warranty and free lifetime customer support 
registration for the Artisan 710 and Artisan 810 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 

** Compatible with 802.1 1 n 

*** With ePrint and Print 'n Share Apps from the iTunes App Store 
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Software Listings 

More Ou Your PC 



C 



omputers can be used to create greeting cards, play games, balance your checkbook, and more. The thing is, most of 
these functions aren't available straight out of the box. To fully harness your computer's potential, you'll need to buy 
software. Here are some options. 



Art/Illustration/Graphics 

| y* *| Corel Paint Shop 
Bti Pro Photo X2 Ultimate 

^^^™ www.corel.com 
Professional photo-editing software in an easy- 
to-use package. The Ultimate version also comes 
with a bonus pack loaded with free extras. 



EIGHTS J 


Adobe Photoshop 
Elements 7 

$99.99* 
www.adobe.com 



Photoshop Elements 7 from Adobe makes it 
easy to fix red-eye, combine photos for the per- 
fect group shot, or tweak the color balance to 
make your photos look their best. 



Roxio Creator 2010 

$99.99* 

www.roxio.com 

Use Roxio Creator 2010 to easily 



capture, enhance, and save your photos, videos, 
and audio projects. Plus, easy sharing is avail- 
able via CD, DVD, your mobile phone, your 
iPod, or YouTube. Plus, it includes video tuto- 
rials for advanced and beginner projects. 



print shop 123 



Broderbund The Print Shop 23 
Deluxe 

$49.99* 

www.broderbund.com 
No matter the project, you can use The Print 
Shop 23 Deluxe to easily create banners, busi- 
ness cards, letterhead, calendars, photo 
greeting cards, invitations, and more. 



Audio/Video 

Pinnacle 
Studio Ultimate 
Version 12 

$129.99* 
www.pinnaclesys.com 
Use automated and powerful video- and 
audio-editing tools to create and share your 
home movies, even in HD. 




ili*e 




Apple iLife '09 

$79* 

www.apple.com 
Use Apple's popular iPhoto, iMovie, iWeb, 
GarageBand, and iDVD on your Mac to orga- 
nize photos, create a Web site, record music, 
or edit movies. 



Cakewalk Music Creator 5 

$34.99* 

www.cakewalk.com 
A user-friendly interface lets you 
bring your music to life and give it a profes- 
sional sound. You can record, transcribe, and 
print your very own music. 

Apple Final Cut Express 4 

$199.99* 

www.apple.com 
A drag-and-drop interface provides seamless 
movement between editing trimming and 
adding effects to your videos. The software 
is compatible with popular HD formats, in- 
cluding HDV and AVCHD. 



Business Applications 




Microsoft Office Ultimate 2007 

$679.95* 

www.m icrosoft.com 

Use all of today's most popular busi- 
ness office applications— Excel, PowerPoint, 
and Word— plus Office Groove, InfoPath, One- 
Note, Access, Publisher, and Outlook to com- 
plete a project of any size or complexity. 

Adobe Acrobat 9 
Standard 

$299* 

www.adobe.com 
Easily create, combine, and manage various 
PDF documents. Adobe Acrobat 9 includes 
Form Wizard and commenting tools. 

■ Intuit Quicken 
Business 2009 

www.intuit.com 

Manage your money and your bills with ease- 
keep track of your accounts and set alerts to 
remind you of due dates. You can also save 
money through Quicken Picks' online coupons 
and discounts. 

Smith Micro Software 
VMware Fusion 2 

$79.99* 

www.vmware.com 
Use VMware Fusion 2 to run Windows appli- 
cations on your Intel-based Mac, giving you 
greater freedom and productivity. 




*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Games/ 
Entertainment 

2K Games Sid 
Meier's Civiliza- 
tion IV: The 
Complete Edition 

$39.99* 

www.2kgames.com 

Get the complete Civilization IV 

experience with the DRM-free 

version of classic Civilization IV 

plus three expansions. 




sn 



Her Interactive 
Nancy Drew 
Dossier 

$19.99* 
www.herinteractive.com 
You, as Nancy Drew, go under- 
cover on a movie set to investi- 
gate a Hollywood-style mystery 
Uncover who is behind suspi- 
cious press leaks and produc- 
tion accidents with Nancy's 
sleuthing skills. Earning points 
during the game reveals an 
alternate ending. 

Electronic Arts 
The Sims 3 

$49.95* 
www.ea.com 
Create your very own Sims. 
Customize their personalities, 
appearances, and homes, then 
send them out into the world to 
explore the neighborhood and 
meet new friends. 

Enlight 
Restaurant 
Empire II 

$19.99* 
www.enlight.com 
The sequel to Restaurant Empire 
takes you further into the culi- 
nary universe, where managing 
a restaurant isn't always a 
picnic. Includes new restaurant 
themes, categories, and more. 





Home 
Productivity 

B Nuance Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking 
10 Preferred 

$199.99* 
www.nuance.com 
Dictate emails, reports, and doc- 
uments much faster than you 
can type by letting Dragon 
NaturallySpeaking do the typing 
for you. The software has an ac- 
curacy rate of up to 99%. 



'" mobile - ' 




Apple MobileMe 

$99* 

www.apple.com 
MobileMe, Apple's 
Internet service, lets you keep 
your email, contacts, and cal- 
endar up-to-date across your 
iPhone, iPod touch, Mac, and PC. 
It also lets you store and share 
documents online via iDisk, and 
you can manage everything on- 
line through a suite of Web ap- 
plications at www.me.com. 

Microsoft 
Streets & 
Trips 2009 

m $39.95* 

www.microsoft.com 
Heading out on a road trip? Use 
Streets & Trips to plan your ad- 
venture and share your travel 
plans with friends and family 
who will be joining you on 
thejourney 

Susteen 

Data Pilot Backup 

& Sync Kit (LG) 

$24.99* 
www.datapilot.com 
Back up and sync your cell 
phone memory to your com- 
puter with a backup and sync 
kit. Kits for other phone manu- 
facturers are also available. 





Security/ 
Utilities 

Kaspersky 
| Lab Internet 
Security 
2010 

$79.95* 

www.kaspersky.com 
The newest version of Kaspersky 
Internet Security 2010 includes 
protection from the latest viruses, 
spyware, and malware threats. 

Kaspersky 
Lab Anti- 
Virus 2010 

$59.95* 
www.kaspersky.com 
Kaspersky Anti-Virus 2010 in- 
cludes essential protection against 
viruses, spyware, Trojans, and 
more from Internet threats and in- 
cludes phishing and identify theft 
defense, as well. 




IPfS: 
I 



Webroot 
Software Spy 
Sweeper With 
Antivirus 

$49.99* 
www.webroot.com 
Protect up to three computers 
from viruses and spyware. Spy 
Sweeper stops both known and 
potential threats by blocking sus- 
picious activity, and everyday 
updates give your computer on- 
going protection. 

Trend Micro 
Antivirus + 
AntiSpyware 

$39.95* 
www.trendmicro.com 
Automatic scans, updates, and 
outbreak alerts make it easy to 
safeguard data and files. Protects 
against viruses, worms, spyware, 
and Trojan horses, keeping your 
personal data safe. 




Backup/ 
Recovery 




Symantec 
Norton Ghost 
14.0 

$69.99* 
www.symantec.com 
Back up your entire computer 
or select specific files for back- 
up to ensure you're able to 
recover from any unforeseen 
events, such as a crash or 
virus attack. 



iolo System 
Mechanic 

$49.95* 
www.iolo.com 




With System Mechanic, you can 
find and fix errors and fragmen- 
tation on your PC, clean out 
clutter, and optimize your 
system for best performance. 

Acronis True 
Image Home 
2009 

-^ $49.99* 

www.acronis.com 

With just one click, you can rest 
assured that your computer- 
operating system, files, applica- 
tions, settings, and all— is 
backed up, so you can quickly 
recover from a crash. 

iolo 
DriveScrubber 

$29.95* 

www.iolo.com 
When it's time to get rid of 
your old computer, use Drive- 
Scrubber to ensure all your 
personal data has been de- 
leted. DriveScrubber will wipe 
your entire drive, including 
free space, and restore dam- 
aged drives. 
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Accessories & Services 




computer is a big investment, and now that 
you've taken the plunge, it's time to decide 
_ what you need to go along with your shiny 
new purchase. We've rounded up several of our favorite 



A 



KEYBOARD - 

An ergonomic design can cut down on wrist strain associ- 
ated with carpal tunnel syndrome 
Bluetooth connectivity lends itself to a tidy desk with one 
less wire to contend with 

A specialty model, such as a gaming or media keyboard, 
can add functionality to your pastime of choice 

SURGE PROTECTOR - 



must-have accessories for every computer owner. 
Whether you have a laptop or desktop, be sure to add 
these items to your shopping list to complete your com- 
puting experience. 03 



MOUSE 



O A wireless mouse will cut down on cable clutter at your 

desk while offering the convenience of portability for 

laptop use 
^ A gaming mouse can deliver better accuracy and speed for 

the ultimate in control 
^ Consider customizable buttons if you want to be able to 

access media, files, or programs with one-touch access 



Ensure the electrical current running to your desktop or laptop 
computer doesn't exceed proper levels 
Portable models will protect your laptop when you're on the 
go for work or play 



CLEANING KIT - 

O Specially designed cleaners will keep your LCD or plasma 
computer screen clean without running the risk of 
scratching its surface 

^ Cloths are often made out of low-conductivity material in 
order to reduce static 



PRINTER - 

O A quality photo printer will eliminate trips to the drug- 
store for 4x6 prints and give you the ability to instantly 
share your photo memories 

^ An all-in-one model is the perfect addition for any busy 
family that needs a device that can operate as a copier, 
scanner, fax, and printer 

.WEBCAM - 

i > Bridge the gap between long-distance family and friends with 

online video chatting by adding a Web cam to your setup 

v y 



USB HUB - 

O Offers an affordable way to connect all of your peripherals, 
even if you have more gadgets than USB ports 

O Adds the convenience of easy USB access— no more 

reaching behind your computer to plug in your USB devices 



EXTERNAL HARD DRIVE 

O Protect precious video and photo memories with backups 
( > Keep your computer running more efficiently by saving large 
files, such as your media collection, on an external drive 



/COMPUTING SERVICES - 

To keep your desktop or laptop computer in tip-top shape, 
take advantage of the computing services offered at your 
local CE retailer. They can help you keep your machine run- 
ning smoothly and free from the dangers that lurk online. 

Computer Setup & Networking 
Virus & Spyware Removal 
Data Backup & Recovery 
Hardware & Software Upgrades 
Training & Consultation 
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LIFESTYLE CLOSE-UP: ALL ABOUT AUDIO 
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Speakers For 
Every Home 

Which Are Best For You? 




Dour audio setup 
can help set the 
mood for an 
outdoor dinner 
party, entertain 
you while you're 
cleaning the house, or add 
movie-theater audio to your 
favorite DVDs or BDs. Speakers 
are an important component 
of your setup because they 
can largely determine the 
quality of your audio play- 
back and where it can be 
heard in your home. When 
choosing your ideal home 
audio setup, consider our 
lifestyle scenarios below. 

Home Theater 

A surround-sound speaker 
system for your home theater 
can make you feel as though 



you're in the middle of the 
action while watching your 
favorite movies. These speaker 
setups will include a cen- 
ter channel speaker, a sub- 
woofer, and satellite speakers. 
Center channel speakers act 
as an anchor for the entire 
system and are placed in 
front of the listener. These 
excel at projecting movie dia- 
logue and helping the audio 
levels stay balanced. Sub- 
woofers give the bass tracks 
an extra boost for optimal 
sound. Satellite speakers pro- 
ject audio such as musical 
scores and sound effects and 
are positioned around the 
room as you desire. HTB 
(home theater in a box) will 
come with all of these com- 
ponents and also include a 
BD or DVD player. 



Speakers are available in con- 
figurations of 2.1, 3.1, 5.1, 
and 7.1, which indicate the 
number of speakers and sub- 
woofers that are included. 
The more components your 
speaker system has, the more 
subtle sounds you will be able 
to catch. For more on these 
configurations, see page 1 1 . 

Whole-House 
Audio 

When you host parties, you 
want the audio to fill up the 
whole house with music. A 
whole-house audio system will 
let you do this — with a single 
transmitter in one room, 
you can wirelessly stream 
music to speakers in different 
rooms in your house. Gener- 
ally, these systems also come 




Speaker Summary 

^ Surround sound systems come with a center 
channel speaker, a subwoofer, and satellite speakers. 

n^ You can purchase an audio system that delivers 
music to your whole house. 

^ Wireless speakers and outdoor speakers can ex- 
pand your audio possibilities. 
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with remote controls that let 
you control which audio can 
be heard. These systems work 
great when paired with wire- 
less speakers or in-ceiling or 
in-wall speakers. 

Or, to create your own home 
audio system, you can pur- 
chase individual wireless 
speakers and connect them 
via Bluetooth to your digital 
audio player or to your PC. 

Outdoor Speakers 

Whether you're hosting a 
BBQ or simply enjoying a cup 
of tea and a good book on 
your patio, outdoor speakers 
can provide you with back- 
ground music. These are de- 
signed to hold up in most 
kinds of weather and usually 
connect wirelessly to a trans- 
mitter or a digital audio 
player located inside or out 
of the house. You can mount 
them from the side of your 
house or set them on a table 
or on the ground. Some are 
even designed to look like 
rocks in order to fit in with 
the outdoor setting. B3 

by Tessa Warner Breneman 
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Tunes 

On The Go 

Maintain The Beat 




Dhere are sev- 
eral devices that 
can play your 
favorite tunes 
when you're on 
the go, whether 
you're enjoying your evening 
walk or riding along on a car 
trip. AAP3 players, portable 
satellite radios, and portable 
CD players are just a few of the 
devices you can use to take 
your favorite tunes with you. 

Enjoy Digital 
Listening 

MP3 players can play videos 
and music that you download 
from the Internet and then 
transfer to your player. Some 
players can also connect di- 
rectly to the Web to stream 
content so you can listen or 



watch in real time or down- 
load material directly onto 
the device. MP3 players are 
generally small, so they can 
slip into a pocket when you 
leave the house or attach via 
a clip or arm strap for lis- 
tening while you exercise. 

You can also take your fa- 
vorite stations with you via a 
portable HD Radio or satel- 
lite radio. Wherever you're 
walking, hiking, or biking, you 
can tune in to radio stations 
by using a device with an HD 
Radio or satellite radio re- 
ceiver. Some satellite radio 
units also let you store up to 
100 hours of your favorite 
satellite stations, so you can 
record your favorite comedy 
or talk program and listen 
when it's convenient for you. 



More Ways To 
Listen 

Unlike HD Radio or satellite 
radio devices, Internet radio 
players don't require a paid 
subscription in order to listen 
to content. This portable 
audio option has built-in Wi- 
Fi capabilities that will give 
you access to dozens of 
streaming Internet stations. 
Some can even automatically 
download new songs to your 
player based on your station 
preferences, for free. 

If you're looking for a simple 
way to listen to your favorite 
albums that doesn't involve 
downloading music or using 
your computer to transfer 
songs to your player, check 
out a portable CD player or 



cassette player. You can re- 
live your audio past with 
your favorite cassette tapes 
or CDs from your favorite 
artist. And if you do have a 
large MP3 music collection, 
many CD players can also 
play MP3 mix CDs you create 
using your computer. 

Choose Your Audio 
Option 

Whether your music collec- 
tion consists of MP3s stored 
on your hard drive, saved 
programming from a sat- 
ellite radio station, or CDs 
stacked on top of your 
stereo, there's a portable 
player suited for your audio- 
listening needs. B3 

by Kris Glaser 




fc-st. 



, (7P Audio Highlights 

5s* MP3 ntavers ran nlsv miisir. and vid< 




^ MP3 players can play music and videos from your personal collection 
or stream content from the Web. 

^ Portable radios are available for tuning in to HD Radio or satellite radio stations. 

n^ Portable Internet players give you access to dozens of online radio stations. 

n^ Reunite with your old CD or cassette collection with a portable CD player or 
cassette player. 
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Streaming 
Audio 101 



Move Your Music Wirelessly 





»• 



Beady to relax 
and listen to 
music? In most 
cases, the usual 
approach is to 
go to the room 
where you have your audio 
gear. For example, you might 
go to the living room, which 
has your top-of-the-line stereo 
system and floor-standing 
speakers or to the home of- 
fice, which has your computer 
and all of your music. But 
with audio streaming, you 
have more flexibility. 

Streaming Audio 
Over A Network 

To stream audio from one 
room to another, you'll need 
a computer that has access 
to the music you want to 
play, whether that comes in 



the form of audio files or 
Internet radio stations. The 
PC should be connected to 
your home network so you 
can wirelessly connect other 
devices that can play your 
computer's music sources 
over the network. There's no 
need to fuss with running 
cable from room to room to 
hear your tunes, as this wire- 
less setup will allow you to 
enjoy your PC's music possi- 
bilities anywhere you place a 
music streaming device. 

A PC has tons of storage for 
digital media, so that's why 
it is the perfect tool for down- 
loading new content, access- 
ing Internet radio stations, and 
storing photos and music. 
These other forms of media 
can also be streamed over a 
home network. 



In most cases, you can stream 
music from your computer 
to a small set-top device that 
connects to your stereo or 
HDTV. This device will access 
your PC's files over the net- 
work and stream. So, you 
won't have to bother with 
CDs when you want to listen 
to the sweet sounds of Moby 
somewhere other than the 
office. 

You can add more set-top 
devices, too, such as one in 
the kitchen or a bedroom. 
Most set-top boxes connect 
to an HDTV, but some can 
hook up to your home stereo 
and speakers. Another option 
is to purchase a device that 
has its own built-in speakers. 
Once you wirelessly connect 
the set-top box to your 
computer, you may need to 




Streaming Basics 

n* A wireless home network allows you to stream media from your computer to a 
streaming device in another room. 

n* A Wireless USB device skips the router and transmits from a device you attach to 
both your PC and HDTV or speaker system. 

n* A set-top box for receiving the signal connects to your HDTV or stereo or has its 
own speakers. 



install a program on your 
PC or select which folders you 
want to stream. 

Other Wireless 
Adapters 

Some music streaming de- 
vices don't use your home 
network at all. Some devices 
stream music over Wireless 
USB, a technology that is 
similar to Wi-Fi, allowing 
you to skip using a home 
network altogether. Like a 
set-top box that works with 
Wi-Fi, a device that uses 
Wireless USB also connects 
to an HDTV or home stereo; 
the only difference is you at- 
tach a transmitter to the 
video and audio ports on 
your computer to stream 
music. The main advantage 
of Wireless USB over Wi-Fi is 
in ease of setup. 

But no matter which option 
is best for you, streaming is 
definitely the ideal way to 
make your audio entertain- 
ment stretch further. E3 

by John Brandon 
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Satellite 
Radio 

It's Your Favorite Music, 
Only Better 




Dhere was a time 
when listening 
to the radio 
meant suffering 
through com- 
mercials, poor 
sound quality, and iffy recep- 
tion. But satellite radio has ef- 
fectively left those static-filled 
memories in the rearview 
mirror. Now, we get the music 
we've always loved commer- 
cial-free, with vastly improved 
audio quality and coast-to- 
coast reception. Read on as we 
explain what satellite radio has 
to offer. 

Music Your Way 

The mobile listener. If you 

travel often, you're probably 



familiar with the disappointing 
loss of radio reception as you 
get out of a station's range. 
Satellite radio takes the high 
road to signal broadcasting 
by transmitting signals from 
high above the Earth to the 
receiver in your car, at home, 
or in your pocket. Thanks to 
its aerial vantage point, satel- 
lite radio can keep the music 
playing from coast to coast 
without ever fading out. A 
car-based satellite radio re- 
ceiver can ensure constant 
travelers never lose a signal. 

Another satellite radio benefit 
for frequent travelers is that 
the stations are all the same 
no matter where you happen 
to be. So, if you constantly 



move between the car and 
the airport on business trips, 
investing in a portable satel- 
lite radio device will let you 
take your favorite stations 
with you on the go no matter 
how you're getting there. 

The finicky listener. If you 

have an eclectic or even mildly 
varied taste in music, you 
probably gave up on radio 
long ago due to a lack of va- 
riety or new music that comes 
across the airwaves. But with 
satellite radio, you have hun- 
dreds of stations to choose 
from, generally classified by 
genre, decade, and content. 
Satellite radio also offers exclu- 
sive content, including live 
concerts; your favorite radio 




Satellite Radio Summary 

^ Satellite radio beats terrestrial radio in sound quality, reception, and variety 
of programming. 

^ Programming is genre-, decade-, and content-based so you know exactly 
what you're listening to and whether you'll like it. 

n^ Satellite radio stations don't fade out like terrestrial radio stations do and 
are available coast to coast. 
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personalities; sporting events; 
and comedy, traffic, and 
weather programming. A 
portable satellite radio with a 
car kit is best for users who 
can't get enough. 

Rural listener. If you're living in 
a smaller community or in a 
geographically isolated region, 
the handful of radio stations 
within range can be extremely 
unreliable. But with satellite 
radio, geographic obstructions 
such as mountains don't im- 
pede reception, and even the 
smallest rural towns can get 
clear reception. A dockable 
satellite receiver that works in 
both a home and car unit lets 
listeners stay tuned in. 

Final Thoughts 

Satellite radio has a number 
of advantages, but there's a 
premium. A monthly sub- 
scription is required, but once 
you experience the difference, 
it's music (and talk, sports, 
weather, and comedy) to 
your ears. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 
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Headphones L 
To Match _ 
Specific Purposes 

Which Are Best For You? 





uymg a pair 
of headphones 
should be easy. 
There are only 
four major types 
to choose from, 
after all: earbuds, clip-on, 
behind-the-neck, and over- 
the-ear. Still, factor in the var- 
ious styles available for each 
type, and the options get 
more convoluted. 

A Heady Decision 

When choosing new head- 
phones, do some self-reflec- 
tion. For example, how much 
can you spend? Where do 
comfort, appearance, and 



audio quality rank? What fea- 
tures do you require beyond 
the norm? Where, when, 
and how long will you wear 
the headphones? Answering 
these questions alone should 
provide a clearer picture of 
which headphones are best 
for you, but if not, consider 
these lifestyle examples. 

The lunchtime exerciser. 

Swimming is great exercise 
because of the toll it doesn't 
take on the body. Unfortu- 
nately, swimming laps at the 
local rec center over lunch 
can get boring quickly. But 
Using waterproof head- 
phones and an MP3 player 



in a waterproof case can 
break up the monotony. 

The traveling exec. Making 
a living on the road today 
means crowded airports and 
noisy airports and plane rides. 
Noise-canceling and sound- 
isolating headphones will re- 
duce most ambient noise in 
such settings. Beyond a travel- 
friendly foldable design, sturdy 
construction, and a durable 
carrying case, look for models 
that integrate an in-line mi- 
crophone and answer button 
for use with mobile phones. 

The music snob. Audiophiles 
demand quality from the 



, (fc Keys To Buying Headphones 

n* Warernroof headnhones are ideal for water-hased workouts and rainv en 



n* Waterproof headphones are ideal for water-based workouts and rainy environments. 

n* Noise-canceling and sound-isolating headphones offer peace and quiet in noisy settings. 

n* Headphones with a built-in microphone and in-line controller are perfect for taking 
hands-free calls when used with a smartphone. 

n* For higher-quality audio, consider headphones with multiple drivers integrated in 
the earpieces. 
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band making the music and 
the equipment playing it 
back. The right headphones 
will provide superior comfort, 
construction, and compo- 
nents, possibly including mul- 
tiple high-end drivers. Many 
audiophile-level headphones 
use an over-the-ear design 
with cushioned earcups for 
more comfort. 

The great communicator. 

Not all headphones specialize 
only in listening. Many inte- 
grate a microphone that 
comes in handy for plotting 
strategy during online gam- 
ing sessions, video chats with 
a long-distance fiance, or 
conducting business overseas 
on a VoIP (Voice over In- 
ternet Protocol) call. 

Let The Ears Decide 

No matter your walk of life, 
interests, or requirements, 
there's likely a pair of head- 
phones to match your spe- 
cific requirements. 03 

by Blaine Flamig 
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Gamer Audio 

Experience 

Sound Strategies 




Bor movie buffs, 
crisp surround 
sound is exhila- 
rating. But for 
gamers, it's al- 
most essential. 
Great audio equipment can 
immerse you in the game 
world, just as it can help you 
lose yourself in a good movie. 

Speaker Systems 

Console gamers can take ad- 
vantage of audio systems in- 
tended for the living room, 
such as HTBs (home theater in 
a box). An HTB comes with an 
audio receiver and speakers so 
you don't have to shop for 
compatible parts. Depending 
on your game console, you 
might need to buy an acces- 
sory cable to connect it to the 



receiver for full surround 
sound, instead of just stereo 
(or two-channel) audio. 

PC speaker systems look like 
an HTB, only without the re- 
ceiver. They incorporate a few 
key parts of a receiver, such as 
the amplifier and volume con- 
trols, into one or two of the 
speakers. High-end surround- 
sound PC speaker sets can 
rival HTBs in fidelity and 
volume. However, most PC 
speakers are limited to analog 
sound inputs. 

Of course, you can set up 
other game machine/audio 
equipment combinations, 
too. Consoles can also use PC 
speakers, just as computers 
can link to home-theater 
sound systems for PC gaming. 



You might need to buy an 
adapter or cable, however, to 
make the connection. 

Audio Extras 

Of course, there will be times 
when you'd like to get down 
to gaming, but you don't want 
to disturb anyone. A comfort- 
able headset is the solution. 
Most are stereo units; how- 
ever, some provide either sim- 
ulated or genuine surround 
sound; the latter has multiple 
speakers in each earcup. A few 
come with microphones, so 
you can talk with other gamers 
online and coordinate your 
teamwork efforts. 

Most computers have OK 
audio chips, but dedicated 
gamers might prefer the 



cleaner, more authoritative 
output of an aftermarket 
sound card. Besides advanced 
audio processing capabilities 
that make games and content 
come alive, a sound card re- 
lieves some of the burden on 
the computer's processor for 
better gaming performance. 

And finally, gaming furni- 
ture's built-in speakers can 
put you right into the action. 
You'll feel like a race car 
driver settling down in a 
sleek-looking gaming chair. 
And when its integrated sub- 
woofer kicks in, and you 
hear its shoulder-mounted 
speakers calling to you, you'll 
wonder how you ever played 
games sitting on a couch. \H 

by Marty Sems 
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Advice For Shoppers 

n* Game consoles and PCs can use both HTBs or PC s 




] speakers. 

n* HTBs have speakers and a receiver, plus digital inputs. 

n* PC speakers don't need a receiver, but most have only analog inputs. 

n* A sound card can make PC games sound better and slightly increase game 
performance, too. 

n* Gaming furniture may have built-in speakers and a subwoofer. 
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Razer Megalodon 

$149.99 • www.razerzone.com 
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Audio 

Computer 

Systems 

Outfit Your Audio Workstation 





ooking for a 
way to mix 
and record 
audio tracks 
at home? The 
solution may 
lie in a personal audio re- 
cording workstation. 

Audio Essentials 

Audio recording on your own 
PC is easy. You can connect a 
mixing console, speakers, and 
instruments to a PC and per- 
form every recording task 
using your personal studio. 

To use a PC or laptop for 
audio recording, mixing, and 
offloading, you'll want to in- 
vest in a system that can 



handle such demanding tasks. 
The first critical component is 
a fast processor so you can en- 
sure high recording quality. 
Look for four-core processors 
with at least 2GHz of pro- 
cessing speed, so you can 
easily run multiple programs 
at the same time. 

You'll also want to look for a 
fast and sizable hard drive; 
the specifications should in- 
clude at least 250GB of 
storage and a drive speed of 
7,200rpm. Be sure to pay at- 
tention to the number of 
USB ports featured on the 
PC — you'll likely need a min- 
imum of four to six. Available 
memory shouldn't be over- 
looked, either. Purchase a PC 



or laptop with no less than 
2GB of RAM. 

Musical 
Arrangements 

You'll also need instruments 
and peripherals. With a USB- 
powered MIDI keyboard con- 
troller, you can produce drum 
tracks and audio samples and 
use the synthesizers and faders 
to mix each song. 

If you already own recording 
instruments such as a guitar, 
bass, or keyboard, a USB 
instrument mixer is a must- 
have peripheral for con- 
necting these instruments to 
your PC so you can compose 
and mix original tracks. 




Audible Investment 

^ Audio computer workstations are an all-in-one hub for recording songs. 

^ You can add musical instruments to an audio PC system via USB. 

^ Specifications for audio PC systems are typically robust and include lots 
of hard drive space. 
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A digital studio can serve as 
a hub to record and transfer 
music to your PC via USB. 
Featuring a wide array of 
editing tools, you can dupli- 
cate sections of a song, fix bad 
notes, and record multiple 
tracks simultaneously. Don't 
forget a USB microphone to 
record directly to your PC. 

Finish Your 
Recording 

To listen to your newly 
recorded tracks, you'll want 
to outfit your PC with a pair 
of studio monitors designed 
to play back songs in high- 
quality lows and highs, so 
you're able to hear every de- 
tail of your song. A CD burn- 
er is a must, as well. 

Using the best PC-compat- 
ible recording devices and in- 
struments will enable you 
to produce quality record- 
ings in a comfortable envi- 
ronment: your home. \H 

by Joanna Safford 
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Do More 1 
While You Driv 

Upgrade Your Car's Audio 





hen you're 
weaving in 
and out of 
rush hour 
traffic and 
heading out 
on the open road, the time 
you spend in your car can be 
more enjoyable with one of 
the many different car audio 
upgrades available. 

Drive To The Music 

Listening to music in the car 
can go far beyond just what's 
on the radio. Satellite radio, 
which is a digital radio signal 
broadcast from communica- 
tions satellites, is available al- 
most anywhere in the United 
States and offers superior 
audio quality compared to 



traditional radio. It provides 
commercial-free stations with 
music, talk, weather, news, and 
comedy programming, so 
you'll always have a variety of 
stations at your fingertips. 
And several in-dash satellite 
radio decks, such as Ken- 
wood's KDC-MP342U In-Dash 
CD Deck ($130; www.ken 
woodusa.com) include other 
features, such as HD Radio 
and MP3 player connections. 

Next time you're road-trip- 
ping with friends, share your 
latest music obsession by 
hooking up your MP3 player 
to your car audio system. FM 
transmitters plug into your 
car's power outlet and play 
the music stored on your 
MP3 player through your 



car's speakers by converting it 
to an unoccupied FM signal 
your car radio can pick up and 
play. Many FM transmitters, 
such as Scosche's FMTD1 
Digital FM Audio Transmitter 
($37.49; www.scosche.com) 
are compatible with various 
types of MP3 players. 

If you're going to equip your 
car with better listening 
choices, you should also up- 
grade your car speakers to 
enjoy superior audio quality 
while you're on the go. Your 
favorite tunes will sound 
richer. Many car speaker sets 
require professional installa- 
tion, and not all speakers will 
fit into every type of vehicle, 
so be sure to ask an associate 
about compatibility. 




Review Your Audio Upgrades 

n* Satellite radio offers dozens of programming choices including music, talk, weather, 
and more. 

n* FM transmitters let you connect your MP3 player to your stereo and listen to your 
playlist through your car's speakers. 

n* Upgrading your car's speakers can offer you a richer, more enjoyable audio experience. 

n* A Bluetooth car kit enables you to keep your hands on the wheel and easily hear 
your calls. 
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Stay In Touch On 
The Road 

Wherever you're driving, 
you'll inevitably need to 
make a call. Enlist the help 
of a Bluetooth car kit to 
make hands-free phone 
calls while you navigate 
traffic. Some will turn your 
car speakers into a speaker- 
phone system for your car, 
while others have their 
own set of speakers. When 
you make a call with your 
Bluetooth-enabled cell 
phone, the audio from your 
call will come over your car 
stereo's or device's speakers 
rather than a headset you 
wear, so you can keep your 
hands on the wheel and also 
hear your call loud and 
clear. 

A Better Drive 

It's easy to make the time 
you spend in your car more 
enjoyable. With so many car 
audio options, you can enjoy 
better quality and more per- 
sonal listening choices as well 
as hands-free calling. B3 

by Kris Glaser 
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Music 
Electronics 

Facilitate Your Creative Vision 




Sometimes, when 
you have some- 
thing to say, the 
hardest part can 
be figuring out 
what tools you 
need to say it. Musicians en- 
counter this on a regular basis, 
but whether you're a seasoned 
veteran or a budding singer- 
songwriter, there are myriad 
tools you can use to bring 
forth your musical creativity. 
Even better, they are all avail- 
able at your local CE retailer. 

Software For Music 
Production 

You can use your computer 
as a music production hub, 
thanks to available software. 
Check out programs designed 
for multitrack recording, 
which enable you to record 



live vocals, instruments, and 
MIDI devices, as well as im- 
port audio files and build 
loops and beats. 

There are also plenty of pro- 
grams you can use to edit your 
sounds or create new ones, 
not to mention notation soft- 
ware that lets you create mu- 
sical pieces for everything 
from a single line of music to 
long orchestral scores. 

In The Studio 

Of course, to take advantage 
of the great capabilities of 
your software, it helps to have 
accompanying hardware. To 
get audio to your computer 
from instruments or voices, 
you'll need either an audio 
interface or a standalone 
recorder. An audio interface is 



a device that connects to your 
computer and has ports for 
instruments and micro- 
phones. In contrast, you can 
record directly onto a stand- 
alone recorder and then 
transfer the saved files to your 
computer later for editing. 

Having a mixing board is a 
huge help when creating mu- 
sical masterpieces. You can 
use a mixing board with 
both your recording device 
and your computer or plug 
your instruments and micro- 
phones directly into the 
board. That way, you can mix 
your tunes in real time to get 
precisely the right sounds 
you want without trying to 
edit everything with software 
first. Don't forget a set of 
studio monitors so you can 
preview your work without 




Tops Tips 



n* Music production software is useful for multitrack recording, audio editing, 
audio processing, and music notation. 

n* Useful hardware for music creation includes a computer, an audio interface, 
microphones, a mixing board, studio monitors, and headphones. 

n* For practice or learning, try a karaoke machine or learning software, 
DVDs, and books. 
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needing to use headphones. 
For more, see "Audio Com- 
puter Systems" on page 58. 

Just Practice 

For those who love to sing 
but are perhaps a bit too shy 
to do so in public, you can 
opt for your own karaoke 
player, such as a small boom 
box-style machine or an all- 
in-one karaoke system. A 
home karaoke setup is ideal 
for private rehearsal or a little 
fun at a house party. 

You can also learn to play an 
instrument with software, 
DVDs, or books, and if you 
want to test out your skills, 
you can get sheet music and 
learn to play songs by many 
of your favorite artists. 

Bring Out Your 
Creativity 

Whatever music you have 
inside that you'd like to 
share with the world, you 
can find devices and soft- 
ware that will help you bring 
your visions to life. E3 

by Seth Colaner 
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Audio 
Accessories 

Sound Companions 




Dhe holidays will 
be here before 
you know it, so 
there's no harm 
in some early 
thinking about 
what to buy family members 
for stocking stuffers. Audio 
accessories should rocket to 
the top of your shopping list. 

Think about it: Just about 
everyone loves music, and 
these days, they have more 
ways to enjoy it than ever. That 
means plenty of opportunities 
for you to help them get the 
most out of their MP3 players, 
home theaters, and car stereos. 

The Right Fit 

Your daughter always looks 
forward to the holidays. What 



she doesn't look forward to 
is her annual New Year's res- 
olution to get back into 
shape after those food-filled 
family gatherings. But this 
year, with a new armband 
for her MP3 player, she's ac- 
tually excited about heading 
to the fitness club. 

As for your spouse, his excite- 
ment is about the winter dol- 
drums; they're a perfect 
excuse to retire to the living 
room to watch football and 
movies. This year, however, 
he would like to reclaim 
some floor space from his 
freestanding speaker stands. 
Voila — a set of wall mounts 
will let him hang his sur- 
round-sound speakers in 
strategic locations on the 
wall instead. 



And then there are your 
twin nephews. Last year, you 
got them blank CDs, along 
with a pair of zippered car- 
rying cases to protect the 
mix CDs they made. But 
now that they're using MP3 
players, their needs have 
changed. A couple of pre- 
paid online music store gift 
cards will let them buy and 
download exactly the songs 
they want. 

In addition, the lads are dri- 
ving now, even if it doesn't 
seem possible that they're old 
enough. A little bird (their 
mother) told you that one 
would be getting a car stereo 
that will let him control his 
MP3 player from the console. 
You took the opportunity to 
buy him the cable that will 



make the connection, not to 
mention recharge his player. 
As for the other nephew's car 
radio, which is an older model, 
you decided to buy him an 
FM transmitter to send his 
tunes from his AAP3 player to 
the car's speaker system. 

Other Ideas 

Of course, there are hun- 
dreds of accessories perfect 
for any audio enthusiast. Also 
consider the cables, cases, 
and CD scratch repair kits on 
the shelves of your local elec- 
tronics store. Oh, and don't 
forget the docking stations 
that turn particularly popular 
MP3 players into full-fledged 
home stereo systems. 03 

by Marty Sems 





Sound Bites 

n^ An armband lets an MP3 player user rock out as she works out. 

^ MP3 player docks add speakers or a connection to a home stereo. 

^ Speaker wall mounts can free up floor space. 

^ CD/DVD scratch repair products can remove many skips from discs. 

^ Prepaid music download cards are like gift certificates for MP3 
player owners. 
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Griffin Technology AeroSport 
$14.99 • www.griffintechnology.com 
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ost children are ex- 
ploratory and cu- 
rious, especially when 
it comes to the out- 
doors or new loca- 
tions. Sometimes 
they can be too inquisitive and decide to 
wander off on their own to an unfamiliar 
part of the neighborhood. As your child 
gets older he may desire to be more inde- 
pendent and test his familiar boundaries. 
And, as your child participates in more 
activities on his own, it's important that 
you know where your child is so you can 
maintain a trusting relationship at all 
times. Insignia understands this necessity 
and has designed a convenient accessory 
that keeps parents connected to their 
children: the Insignia LittleBuddy Child 
Tracker ($99; www.bestbuy.com). 

Location-based Care 

Specifically designed for guardians to 
build a trusted connection with each 
child as he or she changes locations 
throughout the day, the LittleBuddy 
Tracker can be attached to your 
child's backpack or wrist using the 



accompanying lanyard. From there, you 
can immediately find out where she is 
via a secure Web site, making phone 
calls and texts to check in unnecessary. 

Functioning as a one-way communica- 
tion device, the LittleBuddy Tracker uses 
GPS technology to accurately pinpoint 
your child's position. It also utilizes cel- 
lular positioning technology for indoor 
locations. Parents can log on to the 
Insignia GPS Location Web site using a 
computer or smartphone to retrieve 
information such as their child's mapped 
location, and they can find other family 
members that tote a LittleBuddy Tracker. 
You can also schedule alerts to receive by 
text or email for when your child has ar- 
rived at a certain destination— this fea- 
ture can be ideal for determining whether 
or not your child arrives at class on time 
or gets home from softball practice in 
his carpool. 

In addition, you can set physical bound- 
aries around town for your kids, so if they 
happen to travel somewhere outside 
of mutually agreed upon area, the 
LittleBuddy Tracker sends a notification 



to your phone via text message or your 
PC via email. What's more, the map on 
Insignia's GPS Locator site lets you see 
their exact location, so you know they're 
not out of reach. 

Roaming Ahead 

The LittleBuddy Tracker can be helpful in 
many different situations. For instance, if 
you're spending a vacation at a crowded 
theme park, you can outfit your child 
with a LittleBuddy Tracker. If she gets ex- 
cited and decides to start exploring on 
her own, you can find her using your 
smartphone's Web browser to check the 
Insignia GPS Locator Web site. 

Looking Ahead 

The first month of LittleBuddy Tracker 
Web access is free (with the option of a 
flat monthly rate for unlimited use or you 
can pay for each use) and requires no 
long-term contract. Because LittleBuddy 
Tracker lets you locate your child on-de- 
mand via the Web, it's one of the most 
convenient ways to keep tabs on your 
children wherever they go. \H 
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A Mobile 
Broadband Card 



Online On The Road 




otspots are so last year. 
To connect to the In- 
ternet from any location, 
the same technology 
that's suitable for your 
smartphone lets you 
connect with your laptop. Mobile 
broadband, or cellular-based Internet 
access, lets you connect to the Web in- 
stantly wherever you get cell reception, 
so you'll have Internet access that sup- 
ports face-to-face meetings with clients 
and the constant stream of photo, 
video, and email exchanges between 
you and the ones you love. 

Tailored Access 

Buying a mobile broadband card is more 
akin to buying a cell phone than an ac- 
cessory, as you're essentially paying for 
data access service from a cellular service 
provider. So, the first thing you should 
do is choose a carrier. 

If you already have a cellular contract 
for mobile data, then you just need to 
buy a mobile broadband card that sup- 
ports your current carrier and set up the 
appropriate services (additional fees 
might apply). 

If you don't currently subscribe to mo- 
bile broadband, then you can begin a 
new contract when you purchase your 
mobile broadband card. Mobile broad- 
band contracts are available from Alltel, 
AT&T, Sprint, and Verizon, and these 
are similar to cell phone plans, meaning 



you will have to pay a monthly fee for a 
specified time period. 

No-contract options are also available 
from Virgin Mobile and Verizon. With 
these, you'll still have to pay a monthly 
fee but won't be tied into a specific 
plan. Some CE retailers also offer pay-as- 
you-go wireless cards, which you can 
use to add minutes to your account. 

Card Options 

Alltel, AT&T, Sprint, and Verizon all 
offer subsidized mobile broadband 
cards, meaning that as long as you start 
a new service contract, the hardware is 
free. However, more full-featured cards 
are also available at an extra cost. 

There are generally three types of mobile 
broadband access devices: USB-based, 
PC Card-based, and ExpressCard-based. 
Choosing the right one is simply a 
matter of determining which protocol 
(USB, PC Card, or ExpressCard) your 
laptop supports. You can check your 
laptop's ports for the appropriate pro- 
tocol. Mobile hotspot devices, which 
connect up to five Wi-Fi devices to a 
mobile broadband network, are also 
available, depending on what your car- 
rier offers. 

Some laptops and netbooks also offer 
built-in mobile broadband capabilities. 
Check to see if your device has this fea- 
ture, and if it does, all you need to do is 
choose a plan and a carrier to get started. 





f 

1 




MOBILE BROADBAND 


Considerations 

• Choose a carrier that offers a con- 
tract for mobile broadband service 
or opt for a pay-as-you-go plan. 

• Select a mobile broadband card 
that works with your laptop or 
choose a laptop with embedded 
mobile broadband. 

• Make sure you choose a service 
contract that meets your speed 
needs, works with your hardware, 
and fits into your budget. 







Network Speeds 

When you're working on the Web, 
speed is everything, so make sure you 
opt for a mobile broadband card that 
supports the fastest upload and down- 
load speeds. The top of the heap, 
in regard to Web speed, is EVDO 
(Evolution Data Optimized) Rev. A, 
which translates to up to 3.1Mbps 
download (the rate at which you could 
expect to download something from 
the Web, such as an MP3) and 
1.8Mbps upload (the rate at which you 
can upload something to the Web, 
such as a document) speeds. EVDO 
Rev. devices offer slightly slower 
download and upload speeds, but 
1xRTT data connections can result in 
very slow performance when down- 
loading or uploading anything larger 
than an email. B3 

by Andrew Leibman 
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The Altec Lansing 
inMotion Classic iMT620 

Music That Moves With You 




gathering with friends 
or family isn't com- 
plete without a good 
mix of tunes playing 
in the background. 
Thanks to the newest 
member of the Altec 
Lansing inMotion family, the inMotion 
Classic iMT620 ($149.99; www.altec 
lansing.com), you can share your iPod 
and iPhone playlists with everyone. 

Convenient & Portable 

The inMotion iMT620 is versatile with its 
three-in-one handle, rechargeable bat- 
tery, and multi-function remote control. 
These features, along with its compact 
size (it's no bigger than a small book), 
make it an ideal portable sound machine. 

The iMT620's handle can fold down to 
serve as a kick stand or up to function as 
a handle that makes the device easy to 
carry and portable. When you're done us- 
ing the inMotion iMT620, tucking the 
handle underneath the player gives you 
efficient storage, and it also keeps the 
system turned off, preventing accidental 
battery drainage. 

In addition to listening to your iPod and 
iPhone playlists, the inMotion iMT620 of- 
fers an FM tuner, which is a convenient 
entertainment option when you don't 
have your iPod or iPhone handy. 

Most speaker docks are tethered to a 
wall outlet, but in addition to a power 



Altec Lansing inMotion Classic iMT620 

$149.99 

www. alteclansing. com 





cord, the inMotion iMT620 gives you 
the added flexibility of a rechargeable 
battery that can last up to five hours, 
giving you the ability to wirelessly play 
your music anywhere. 

When you are entertaining company, you 
don't need to excuse yourself from the 
group to fiddle with the inMotion 
iMT620's audio controls. Instead, you can 
use the remote control's full iPod naviga- 
tion capabilities. With this you'll have 
complete control of your music from 
across the room, and you can see song, 
artist, album, or radio station info on the 
iMT620's high-contrast LCD screen. 

High-Quality Audio 

Though the inMotion iMT620 is com- 
pact, it offers a powerful, room-filling 
sound thanks to its advanced audio fea- 
tures. With iMotion's Audio Alignment 
craftsmanship, you'll enjoy balanced and 
authentic sound that can be widened 
with a touch of the Expanded Sound 
Stage button to further project your 
music. And to deliver a delightful sound- 
track for your home gatherings, crisp 



iMT620 Highlights 

• iPhone and iPod compatibility. 

• Lightweight and compact size 
for travel. 

• Rechargeable battery. 

• Powerful, crystal-clear sound. 

• FM radio tuner and remote con- 
trol with full iPod navigation. 



digital sound with full bass is made pos- 
sible by the iMT620's custom-built dual 
3-inch neodymium drivers. 

To keep your audio pristine, the in- 
Motion iMT620 is designed to avoid in- 
terference from your docked iPhone, so 
you won't have to switch the device's set- 
ting to airplane mode. The iMT620 will 
also conveniently charge your iPod or 
iPhone when the iMT620 is plugged into 
a power outlet. 

To entertain yourself or a group of guests, 
Altec Lansing's inMotion Classic iMT620 
is an ultraportable speaker option that 
will let you enjoy your favorite music 
without sacrificing audio quality. E3 
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THINGS TO KNOW 



MEDIA PLAYER CONTENT 



Q 
A 



What is a media player? 



A media player is a compact digital device used for the 
playback of audio, images, and video. 



Q 



How much hard drive space do I need? 



A You can decide this by determining what type of media 
and the quantity you would like to store on your media 
player. If your collection consists of a large number of videos, 
then you will benefit from a player with more than 50GB. 



QWhat types of audio formats do portable media 
players support? 

Most will support one or more common audio formats, 
such as MP3, WAV, and AAC. Some players are also 
compatible with the MP4 format. 



Q 



How do I get media content onto my portable player? 



A Depending on what type of connectivity your player 
supports, you can download content wirelessly or via 
your PC. With a Wi-Fi-enabled device and the right media 
program or Web site, you can instantly access music and 
videos to save on your player. Otherwise, you can connect 
the player to your PC and upload content from there. 



Q 



Can I check my email and browse the Web with a 
media player? 



A If your media player features Wi-Fi connectivity or 3G 
wireless transmission, you'll be able to access the Web 
on your media player. Many media players with a mobile op- 
erating system include a proprietary browser. 



QWhat types of video formats do portable media 
players support? 



A 



Standard video formats include WMV, MPEG-4 (for 
HD files), and M4V (only for specific media players). 



QHow can I listen to local or satellite radio stations on a 
portable media player? 

A A built-in FM tuner lets you listen to local radio sta- 
tions. You can tune in to radio stations just as you 
would a standard radio or car radio. If your player incorpo- 
rates a satellite radio receiver, you will have access to hun- 
dreds of stations, but this feature might require a service 
subscription. 



Q 



Can I watch TV shows or Web videos on my portable 
media player? 



/Yes. Media players that support a Web browser and 
video streaming can be used to watch mobile TV and 
downloadable videos. 



Q 



Can I save photos on my player and view slideshows 
of them? 



Yes, most portable media players have enough storage 
and format support to display photo files. Look for the 

following formats to ensure that you can view all of your 

photos: BMP, JPEG, GIF, TIFF, and PNG. 



Q 



What if I want to add more content to my media 
player but I've filled the internal storage? 



Purchase a media player that includes a microSD or 
microSDHC media card slot, so you can store addi- 
tional media and easily transfer the content to your PC 
or printer. 
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MP3 Player Glossary 



ho doesn't want an AAP3 player? It can help you relax, provide mo- 
tivation, and keep you up-to-date on news. When you head to 
your local CE retailer to snag one, make sure you have this glossary 
so you can choose the perfect model. 




AAC (Advanced Audio Codec)— An 

audio compression technology and the 
format used by iTunes. 

Click Wheel — Apple's proprietary circular 
control on the front of the iPod. 

download — In terms of digital music, 
downloading is when you retrieve a 
song from an Internet site or another 
network connection and save it to 
your computer or digital music player. 
You'll download songs from music ser- 
vice Web sites such as iTunes, Napster, 
or Rhapsody. 

DRM (Digital Rights Management)— A 

security mechanism for digital media. A 
common DRM scheme for digital 
music involves getting a license file to 
authorize playback of a free or pur- 
chased song. 

earbuds — Small circular devices you put 
into your ears that serve the same func- 
tion as headphones. Music players come 
with their own earbuds, but you can, of 
course, purchase a separate pair that is 
more comfortable or of better quality. 

flash memory — Solid-state memory 
with no moving parts that is lightweight 
and small. In terms of digital music 
players, a flash-based player is lighter 
and smaller than a hard drive-based 
player, and it also won't skip. Thus, 
flash-based players are popular for use 
during exercise. However, the capacity 
of a flash drive isn't as large as a hard 
drive-based player. 



FM tuner — If built into your music 
player, an FM tuner lets you listen to 
local radio broadcasts. 

hard drive — Storage that uses rigid plat- 
ters inside a fixed casing. In terms of dig- 
ital music players, a hard drive-based 
player is larger and heavier than a flash- 
based player. Because of the moving 
parts (the platters), hard drive-based 
players are prone to skipping, but capaci- 
ties are larger than flash drive capacities. 

iTunes — An application that loads onto 
your computer and lets you play, orga- 
nize, and download and purchase music, 
videos, podcasts, and television shows for 
a portable media player or computer. 

MP3 — Perhaps the most popular digital 
audio encoding format. It compresses 
audio to about one-twelfth the original 
size while still providing excellent sound. 
In general, a 1MB MP3 file will last about 
one minute. 

playlist — A queue of songs a user creates 
to play on a computer, burn to a CD, or 
transfer to an MP3 player. The playlist in- 
cludes only directions to the location of 
the songs, not the actual songs. 

PlaysForSure — A popular Microsoft cer- 
tification that ensures portable devices, 
such as MP3 players, and media, such as 
digital music and videos, are compatible 
with each other. 

podcast — A downloadable episode 
that is similar to a radio program. A 




user can subscribe to a podcast for 
updated episodes, or she can download 
podcasts one at a time. A podcast is 
usually available in MP3 format. 

screen — The display on the front of 
a portable music player. A player's 
screen can either display in color or 
black and white. 

WMA — Windows Media Audio is a 
digital audio format created by Mi- 
crosoft to compete with the MP3 
format. WMA files are smaller than 
MP3 files. 

widescreen — A screen that has an 
aspect ratio of 16:9. 
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Which MP3 Player Is Best For You? 

j Pods are cool, sure, but you have other choices when it comes to listening to your tunes. This chart compares the most impor- 
I tant— and coolest— features from select MP3 players. 



Memory 
type 



Capacities 



Songs 



Video; 
FM tuner 
capabilities 



Colors 



Battery life 



What It Means 



Hard drive 
(moving parts, 
more capacity) 
or flash (no 
moving parts) 



How much 
memory the 
player has (on 
models available 
at Best Buy) 



Based on four- 
minute songs at 
128Kbps, the 
number a play- 
er can hold 



Some MP3 play- 
ers can play 
video or let you 
listen to radio 
stations 



Several players 
offer a variety of 
color choices 



How long the bat- 
tery will last when 
playing music 




SanDiskSansaClip 

MSRP: $49.99* 
SKU 9448564 



Flash 



4GB 



1,000 



No; Yes 



Black, red, 
blue 



15 hours 



Apple iPod shuffle 

MSRP: $59*; $79* 
SKU 9229765 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB 



500; 1,000 
(AAC) 



Neither 



Black, silver, 
pink, green, 
blue 



10 hours 




SanDiskSansaFuze 

MSRP: $69.99*; 
$79.99*; $99.99* 
SKU 8753789 



Flash 



2GB; 4GB; 
8GB 



500; 1,000; 
2,000 



Both 



Black, blue, 
pink, red, 
silver 



24 hours 



Apple iPod nano 

MSRP: $149*; $179* 
SKU 9416376 



Flash 



8GB; 16GB 



2,000; 4,000 
(AAC) 



Both 



Pink, orange, 
green, blue, 
purple, 
black, silver 



24 hours 




Apple iPod touch 

MSRP: $199*; $299* 

$399* 

SKU 8771732 



Flash 



8GB; 32GB; 
64GB 



1,750; 7,000; 

14,000 

(AAC) 



Yes; No 



Black 



30 hours 




Microsoft Zune 

MSRP: $219.99*; 
$289.99* 
SKU 9449581 



Flash 



16GB; 32GB 



4,000; 8,000 



Both 



Black, silver 



33 hours 



-~- jE»ffl 



Apple iPod Classic 

MSRP: $249* 
SKU 8771965 



Hard drive 



160GB 



40,000 



Yes; No 



Black, silver 



36 hours 




16GB; 32GB 



N/A 



Sony X Series Walkman Flash 
MSRP: $299.99*; 
$399.99* 
SKU 9341312 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



Both 



Black 



33 hours 
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O 



Which GPS Device Is Right For You? 

ne of the hottest CE devices around right now is a GPS, and what a useful device it is, too. Here, we compare some models avail- 
able on today's market. All of these units come with maps already loaded, and you can purchase additional maps, as well. 



Screen size; 
Dimensions 



Text-to- 
speech; Traffic 
receiver 



Preloaded 
maps 



WAAS 



Bluetooth; 
MP3 play- 
back 



Included 
charging 
adapters 



What It Means 



The diagonal 
measurement 
of the screen; 
height x width x 
depth 



Unit calls out spe- 
cific street names; 
unit receives traf- 
fic updates and re- 
routes accordingly 



The regional 
maps that come 
included with 
the GPS unit 



A satellite and 
ground station 
system that 
gives exception- 
al GPS accuracy 



Some units com- 
municate wire- 
lessly with other 
Bluetooth devices 
or play MP3s 



AC adapters plug 
into the wall; DC 
adapters plug into 
your car's ciga- 
rette lighter 




Nextar43NT 

MSRP: $89.99* 
SKU 9300758 



4.3 inches; 

3x3.9x0.9 

inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 



No 



No; Yes 



DC adapter 




Insignia 
NS-NAV01 

MSRP: $99.99* 
SKU 9351603 



4.3 inches; 
3.1x4.7x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 




TomTom 
One 140S 

MSRP: $149.95* 
SKU 9263254 



3.5 inches; 

3x3.6x0.8 

inches 



Yes; Yes (with 
optional 
Traffic Link 
receiver) 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 



No 



No; No 



DC adapter 




LG LN735 

MSRP: $199.99* 
SKU 8440886 



3.5 inches; 
3.2x4.3x0.7 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



No; Yes 



DC adapter; 
AC adapter 




f 



Garmin 
nuvi 265WT 

MSRP: $269.99* 
SKU 9267287 



4.3 inches; 
2.9x4.8x0.8 
inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




Magellan 
RoadMate1700 

MSRP: $299.99* 
SKU 9464153 



7 inches; 
4x7.5x0.6 
inches 



Yes; No 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



Yes 



No; No 



DC adapter 



TomTom GO 
740 LIVE 

MSRP: $369.95* 
SKU 9263281 



4.3 inches; 

3.4x5x0.9 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



Yes; No 



DC adapter 




Garmin 
nuvi 1490T 

MSRP: $499.99* 
SKU 9333125 



5 inches; 

3.4x5.4x0.6 

inches 



Yes; Yes 



Entire U.S. 
(including 
Puerto Rico) 
and Canada 



No 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Hit The Road With A TomTom GPS 



TomTom^ 



TomTom believes that personal navigation should be as easy and safe as possible. They develop smart 
technology that gives you straightforward solutions and innovations to make life easy including their ex- 
clusive TomTom Map Share™ and IQ Routes™ features. 



Product Name 
SKU 



Touchscreen Size 



Preloaded Maps 



EasyPort™ Mount 

Spoken 
Instructions 

Spoken Street 



One 130/ One 140/ 

130-S 140-S 

8774463 9263272 

8774427 9263254 



XL 330/ XL 340/ 

XL330-S XL340-S 

8785068 9263263 
8785077 



XXL530-S 

n/a 



XXL540-S 

n/a 



GO 630 

9263236 




GO 730 

8774533 



GO 740 LIVE 

9263281 



$129.95*/ 
$149.95* 

3.5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



Yes 



Yes 



$179.95*/ 
$199.95* 

3.5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Yes 



$179.95*/ 
$199.95* 

4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



Yes 



Yes 



30-Day Latest 
Map Guarantee 

Plug & Go 

TomTom Map 
Share™ 

IQ Routes™ 

Advanced Lane 
Guidance 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


Yes 


No 


Yes 


No 


No 


Yes 


No 



Preloaded 7 million 
Points of Points of 

Interest Interest 



$229.95* 



4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Yes 



Only avail- Only avail- Only avail- Yes 
able on the able on the able on the 
One130S One140S XL330S 



Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



Preloaded 7 million 
Points of Points of 

Interest Interest 



$279.95* 



5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



Yes 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
No 



$299.95* 



5-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada, 
Mexico 

Yes 



Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



Preloaded 7 million 
Points of Points of 

Interest Interest 



$299.95* 



4.3-inch 

United 
States, 
Canada 



No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



Preloaded 
Points of 
Interest, 
Bluetooth 8 
Hands-free 
Calling, Voice 
Address 
Input 



o^ — " ~1 


1 i II 


HHII&II 


' 


1 




$349.95* $399.95* 



4.3-inch 



4.3-inch 



United States, United States, 
Canada Canada 



No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



Preloaded 
Points of 
Interest, Blue- 
tooth 
Hands-free 
Calling, Voice 
Address 
Input 



No 
Yes 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 
Yes 

Yes 
Yes 



LIVE Services, 
Unlimited Points 
of Interest, Blue- 
tooth 8 Hands- 
free Calling, 
Voice Address 
Input, Voice 
Recognition 



* Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 



FirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse /October 2009 69 





Accessories & Services 



No matter where you go, a wireless device 
can add enjoyment to your journey. Cell 
phones help you keep in touch with loved 
ones when you're traveling for business, while a GPS 
device can help you find your way if you're lost or want 
to find the local hot spots during a vacation. And, 

MP3 PLAYER CASES 



Protect your MP3 player from bumps and scratches 
Quickly access your player's functions with a clip 
Keep your player out of your way with an armband 

MP3 PLAYER DOCKS & SPEAKERS 



of course, your AAP3 player can provide the soundtrack 
for wherever you're headed. To make sure you are 
taking full advantage of the capabilities your wireless 
devices offer, check your local CE retailer for acces- 
sories that can enhance your mobile experiences. 
We've listed our favorites below. 133 

CELL PHONE CASES - 



Invest in portable speakers to play the music on your MP3 
player for a group; some include radios and can also play CDs 
Recharge your player's battery with a portable dock as you 
continue listening to music 
Play your music through car speakers using an FM transmitter 



Safeguard your phone from wear and tear with a case 
Universal cases fit most sizes of cell phones; some of these will 
include clips and wrist straps for portability and accessibility 
Fitted cases specifically fit your phone's model type; these can 
be hard acrylic casings, rubber sleeves, or leather pouches 
Avoid scratches and fingerprints with stick-on or hard, 

clear screen protectors on your phone's screen 

v . 

GPS MOUNTS 



MP3 PLAYER EARPHONES 

Match earphones to your needs: If you don't want anything 
bulky, opt for earbuds that fit inside your ear; to hear every 
musical detail, try headphones that cover the ear completely 
Listen to your music without the interference of background 
noise with earphones that offer a noise-canceling feature 



Put your GPS within hand's reach with a mount 

Mounts can be placed on a car dash or stuck to a windshield 

GPS mounts are also available for golf carts or bicycles 
\ 

GPS CHARGERS 



O Make sure your travel companion always has a full battery 
W If you do run out of battery, charge your GPS with an adapter; 
these can plug into a wall, PC, or car's DC outlet 




CELL PHONE CHARGERS & BATTERIES 

Keep your phone charged no matter where you are; adapters 
for your cell phone let you use solar power, your car's DC 
outlet, wall power, or your computer to charge your phone 

Be prepared for emergencies with extra cell phone batteries 

v 

CELL PHONE HEADSETS 



^ Keep your hands free while still being able to use your phone 
w Link compatible cell phones to a Bluetooth headset to make 
or take calls without a tangled mess of cable 
Don't miss any of your conversation by using a headset 
that offers noise-canceling capabilities 



MOBILE SERVICES 

Whether your wireless device is brand-new or nearing the end 
of its life span, your local CE retailer offers services to help you 
take care of all of your wireless device's needs. 

Protection plans for GPSes, MP3 players, and cell phones 

Phone and battery recycling 

GPS setup and deck installation 

MP3 vehicle integration 

MP3 player setup and training 

Cell phone repair services and loaner phones 
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Two Options For Your 
Own Portable Library 





vid bookworms know 
that traveling with lots 
of reading material can 
weigh down your lug- 
gage and take up pre- 
cious space. Whether 
you travel via plane, 
train, or automobile, it's easier and more 
convenient to travel with one of Sony's 
new digital books — the Reader Touch 
and Pocket Edition ($299 and $199, re- 
spectively; www.sony.com/reader), which 
will be available in Best Buy's Gadgets & 
eReaders section (see page 80 for more 
details). Both devices are compact and 
lightweight, giving you the convenience 
of storing up to 350 book titles on 512MB 
of internal memory. And if you need even 
more reading material, the Reader Touch 
Edition supports external memory cards. 

On-screen Entertainment 

The Reader Touch Edition offers a chic 
6-inch touchscreen that lets you turn 
pages with the brush of your finger. This 
model also lets you highlight content or 
add freehand notes with an included 
stylus and download this information to 
your computer with Sony's eBook Library 
software. This makes the Touch Edition a 
great tool for reviewing material before 
your English Literature class or a business 
presentation. Additionally, this model 
provides a virtual keyboard to make 
note-taking more convenient and fast. 



The Reader Pocket Edition has a smaller 
5-inch display, which lets you easily tote 
it around in a backpack without adding 
extra weight or taking up much space. 
It's also ideal for a high school locker 
that's already packed full of large text- 
books and other items for school. 

Both devices use E Ink Vizplex screen 
technology that offers a paper-like dis- 
play, so you'll hardly notice the difference 
between reading an actual book and your 
Reader. Additionally, the Touch and 
Pocket Editions are designed to be fully 
readable in direct sunlight, letting you 
enjoy your favorite literature in your fa- 
vorite reading nook by your window. 

A Pocket Library 

A Sony Reader will open the door to 
millions of books and other reading 



Look It Up 

7 hen reading, you no longer have 
to guess what unfamiliar words 
mean. Sony's Reader Touch Edition 
includes a built-in New Oxford 
American Dictionary, Second Edition 
so you can quickly look up words and 
build your vocabulary. With such a 
handy tool at your disposal, you'll be 
able to impress friends and family with 
your extensive word knowledge. • 
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materials, and it doesn't require a trip to 
the bookstore or the library. It supports a 
wide range of text file formats, such as 
ePub and PDF, keeping your options open 
for retrieving material from various online 
sources. For example, you'll have access to 
over 1 million free public domain titles 
from The Ebook Store from Sony and 
Google Books. You can also borrow 
eBooks from public libraries online. 

Sony's Readers can also display Microsoft 
Word documents, which makes carrying 
documents for both work and leisure 
purposes while you travel easy. And for 
audiophiles who need to keep music with 
them no matter where they're headed, 
the Reader Touch Edition supports unse- 
cured AAP3 and AAC audio files. 

Your Favorite Travel 
Companion 

The Sony Reader Touch and Pocket 
Edition are good travel companions be- 
cause they can provide hours of enter- 
tainment or productivity. The battery 
life of both models can last through 
7,500 page turns or two weeks on a 
single charge. 

Whether you're always on the go or you 
lack bookshelf space, the Sony Reader 
Touch Edition or Pocket Edition will 
make enjoying a good book easier and 
more convenient. B3 



First Glimpse /October 2009 7 




GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



HOW TO BUY. 



Gaming 
Controllers 

Add More Players, Add More Fun 



Choosing 
A Controller 

• Make sure the controller works 
with your game console and 
version. 

• Choose a controller that matches 
your age and hand size. 

• Controllers come in all shapes 
and sizes, depending on the game 
you play. 



nnviting friends over to play 
video games is fun, as long 
as everyone has a con- 
troller. Most current gam- 
ing consoles support up to 
four players at once, so you 
just need to add a game controller 
for each new player, plug it in, and start 
the mayhem. 

Choosing A Controller 

To add a controller to your game console, 
you just plug it into a free slot on the con- 
sole — they are usually in front. However, 
most consoles only include one or two 
controllers, so you'll need to purchase 
extra ones to have on hand when you're 
playing with a group. When purchasing 
these, make sure you choose a controller 
that works with your game system, as 
these are not interchangeable. To deter- 
mine which controller is right for your 
system, look closely at the packaging to 
see if it works with your exact game con- 
sole and version. Usually, there is a pic- 
ture of the game system to help. It's also 
important to choose whether the con- 
troller is wired (has a cable) or wireless 
(works over a wireless signal). 

Wired controllers have one benefit: They 
never need a battery. However, you 
won't have the freedom to move 
around, as these need to be connected 
to your system via a cord. Wireless con- 
trollers connect to the console over a 
wireless signal, so you can move around 




the room, but the battery might die in 
the middle of a hectic battle if it's not 
charged regularly. These usually require 
one AA battery or a charging dock. 

Also think about the age of the gamer. 
Some controllers are quite small and in- 
tended for kids; others are larger and are 
meant for adults. In, say, a racing game, 
an appropriately sized controller will 
make it easier to keep your car on the 
pavement in the heat of battle because 
you can easily reach buttons, and the 
controller feels more comfortable. It's 
also a good idea to look closely at the 
grip and button placement to see if it 
works well for your style of play. Some 
controllers include a D-pad with four di- 
rectional buttons; these work best for 
role-playing games where you are con- 
stantly moving a character. 



Variety To The Extreme 

There is a wide assortment of control- 
lers available in addition to basic ones 
required to play games. You can find 
driving wheels, sports equipment, and 
musical instruments for the latest games. 
Nintendo even offers a Wii Nunchuk 
Controller ($19.99; www.nintendo.com), 
which you can use for titles that require 
a wireless controller in each hand, such 
as boxing games. 

No matter what kind of game con- 
trollers you end up buying, they help 
add fun and excitement to your gaming 
experience, especially when everyone 
wants to play at the same time. 03 

by John Brandon 
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Two-Way Radios 



Conversation Stations 




ith so many com- 
munication de- 
vices available in 
CE retailers, it's 
sometimes diffi- 
cult to match your 
personal needs with an appropriate de- 
vice. Although cell phones and smart- 
phones are the most popular mobile 
communication tools, two-way radios 
also serve many practical purposes and 
don't require contracts or minute limits. 

Over & Out There 

Before you relegate two-way radios to 
road trips in trucks and military recon- 
naissance, keep in mind the multipur- 
pose functionality of a two-way radio. 
Because they're designed for shortwave 
communication, two-way radios are 
ideal for wilderness scenarios in which 
you must keep track of everyone in your 
hiking or camping party but may not 
have cell phone service. 

So, if you've set up camp on your back- 
packing trip, but the other half of your 
group wants to hike ahead to a more 
scenic spot, you can keep in contact 
with them via a two-way radio. Most 
support a range of 10 to 35 miles; how- 
ever, range strength will vary depending 
on terrain and outdoor conditions. 

For emergency situations, a two-way 
radio can be very handy, especially if it 
features an emergency alert button. This 
will transmit a siren to notify others of 
your location or send out a warning 
signal. Some two-way radios also in- 
clude specific weather channels, so that 




you can access National Weather Ser- 
vice reports if you're communicating 
outside or near a body of water. 

Talk It Out 

There are some everyday uses for two- 
way radios, as well. For instance, car- 
pooling with a caravan of parents taking 
a team of kids to a basketball tourna- 
ment doesn't have to be chaotic if 
you're using two-way radios during the 
commute. These are a great way for par- 
ents to communicate with one another 
about traffic and directions without 
having to use up cell phone minutes. Be 
sure to invest in one that features 
a rechargeable battery pack so you 
have enough talk time for every jaunt 
across town. 



Buying Guide 

The technology behind two-way radios 
isn't too difficult to understand, but 



(Two) Ways To 
Communicate 

• Two-way radios are great for 
communicating quickly over a 
short distance without eating 
up cell phone minutes. 

• You can use two-way radios to 
reach another party while 
hiking, camping, or driving. 

• Two-way radios might feature 
weather alerts, hands-free func- 
tionality, and static reduction, 
depending on the model. 



there is a difference between what is 
called an FRS (Family Radio Service) 
radio and a GMRS (General Mobile 
Radio Service) radio. FRS radios are 
small two-way radios for short-range 
communication that transmit on 14 
channels as limited by the FCC 
(Federal Communications Commis- 
sion). These radios do not require a 
legal license. GMRS radios operate on 
eight channels under the FCC and are 
designated for long distances. Hybrid 
FRS/GRMS radios are also available for 
consumer use, providing a broad range 
of channels. 

Some additional features to consider 
when shopping include built-in trans- 
mission technologies to filter out 
static, hands-free operation via voice- 
activation control (with a compatible 
headset), vibration alerts for incoming 
calls, and water-resistant designs. E3 

by Joanna Safford 
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Which Gaming System Is Best For You? 

Game consoles and portable devices are no longer limited to gameplay. They can also access the Internet, download media, and play your fa- 
vorite DVDs or CDs. To help you find a gaming device that will suit you well, here's a comparison of the most popular selections you can find 
at your local CE retailer. Video 



Hard drive 
size 



Compatible 
memory cards 



Optical drive 



resolution 
output 



Ports 



What It Means 



How much 
data the 
system can 
hold 



Cards that will let 
you save and off- 
load data, such as 
game saves or 
personal media 



Aside from 
game discs, 
other play- 
able media 
formats 



Highest number 
of video pixels 
that are sent to a 
TV or portable 
console screen 



Hookups for 
controllers as 
well as video 
and audio 
output 



%. 



Sony PlayStation 3 
Slim (120GB) 

MSRP: $299* 
SKU 8982988 



120GB 2.5-inch 
Serial ATA 



PlayStation and 
PlayStation 2 cards 
with USB memory 
card adapter (not 
included) 



CD-RW/DVD- 
RW/BD-RW 



1,920x1,080 



1 Ethernet, 1 
A/V, 1 Optical 
digital audio, 2 
USB, 1 HDMI 
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Nintendo Wii 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 8008559 



512MB 



SD/Nintendo 
GameCube 
Memory Card 



Can only play 
game titles 



720 x 480 



4 controller, 1 
Component, 1 
Composite, 1 
S-Video, 2 USB 




Microsoft Xbox 360 
Elite 

MSRP: $299* 
SKU 8301492 



120GB 



Xbox 360 Memory 
Unit 



CD-RW/ 
DVD±RW 



1,920x1,080 



1 A/V cable, 3 
USB, 1 Ethernet, 1 
HDMI, 4 con- 
troller 




Nintendo DSi 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9249725 
(blue) 



256MB 



SD 



None 



Dual 256x192 



1 headphone, 1 
microphone 
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Nintendo DS Lite 

MSRP: $129.99* 
SKU 8566312 



None 



None 



None 



Dual 256x192 



1 headphone, 1 
microphone 



'm™*wB' 



o a 



PlayStation PSP go 

MSRP: $249.99* 
SKU 9459659 



16GB flash 
memory 



Memory Stick 
Micro 



None; down- 
load to internal 
and removable 
memory only 



N/A 



USB mini 




Sony PlayStation 
Portable 3000 

MSRP: $169.99* 
SKU 9175082 



64MB 



Memory Stick 
Duo/Memory Stick 
Pro Duo 



UMD (Universal 
Media Disc) 



480 x 272 



1 video out/ 
headset con- 
nector, 1 USB, 1 
DC out 



*Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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Online 
community 


Wi-Fi access; 
Media streaming 


Parental 
controls 


Compatible 
game formats 


Included 
accessories & 
services 


Available 
accessories 


Controllers 


Perfect for 




Web site 
membership 
for downloads, 
upgrades, and 
more 


Access the Inter- 
net without a 
cable hookup; 
Send and receive 
media wirelessly 


Helps parents 
decide what 
content their 
kids can or 
cannot access 


Game titles 
that can be 
played on the 
game system 


Accessories 
included with 
the console 


Extras that can 
help enhance 
your gameplay 


Included 
controllers; 
wired/ wire- 
less controller 
compatibility 


Who can benefit 
from the special 
features the 
gaming system 
offers 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network mem- 
bership 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 
for PS3 games on 
PS Network, 
DVDs, BDs, and 
Internet 


Sony Play- 
Station 3 titles 
and select 
PlayStation 
titles 


DualShock 3 wire- 
less controller, USB 
cable, PlayStation 
Network member- 
ship 


Blu-ray remote, 
Bluetooth 
headset, memory 
card adapter, 
wireless keypad 


Includes 1 
DualShock 3 
wireless con- 
troller; wireless 


Someone who wants 
the value of a full 
gaming system with 
a BD player and 
media streaming 




Yes, various 
paid and free 
Wii Channels 
are available 


Yes, 802.1 1b/g Yes 


Options available 
for Wii titles, on- 
line interaction, 
downloads, user- 
created content, 
and more 


Nintendo 
GameCube 
and Wii titles 


Wii Sports, Wii 
remote, Wii 
nunchuck, sensor 
bar, console stand 


Nunchuck, wire- 
less Wii remote, 
wheel, and 
classic (wired) 
controllers; wire- 
less sensor bar 


Includes 1 wire- 
less Wii remote 
and nunchuck; 
Both (some ti- 
tles require a 
wired remote) 


Gamers of any 
age who want a 
unique wireless 
gaming experience 
that requires little 
gaming knowledge 




Yes, free Xbox 
Live Silver mem- 
bership with 
one month free 
Xbox Live Gold 


Only a wired 
Internet connec- 
tion is included 
(wireless net- 
working adapter 
available); Yes 


Options available 
for Xbox titles, 
DVDs, and Xbox 
LIVE interaction 


Microsoft Xbox 
and Xbox 360 
titles 


Wireless control- 
ler, HDMI cable, 
wired headset, 
two blockbuster 
games, Netflix 
subscription trial 


Wireless headset, 
hard drive, wired 
and wireless con- 
trollers, wireless 
neworking 
adapter 


Includes 1 wire- 
less controller; 
Both 


Those who want 
to play games in 
true HD with full 
theatrical sound 
and plenty of hard 
drive space 




DSiWare (DSi 
online store) 


Yes, 802.11; Yes 


Available for 
Nintendo DSi 
content 


Nintendo DSi and 
Nintendo DS 
titles 


AC adapter, 2 
styli 


Audio headset, 
battery power 
pack, screen pro- 
tectors, carrying 
cases, styli 


N/A 


Users who want a 
handheld gaming 
system that lets 
them take, person- 
alize, and share 
photos, too 




Yes, free 
Nintendo Wi-Fi 
connection 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


No 


Nintendo DS and 
Game Boy 
Advance titles 


AC adapter, car- 
tridge slot cover, 
stylus 


Cases, AC 
adapter, head- 
phones with mi- 
crophone, styli, 
cartridge case 


N/A 


Anyone who will 
appreciate dual 
touchscreens and 
voice-controlled 
gaming 




Yes, PlayStation 
Network 


Yes; Yes 


Included 


Games are avail- 
able via POSA 
cards in-store or 
downloads from 
PlayStation store 


USB cable, AC 
adapter 


Protective filter, 
cases, wired 
headphones, 
memory cards 


N/A 


Those who need a 
bigger screen for 
their gaming, 
Internet, and media 
entertainment. 




Yes, free 
PlayStation 
Network mem- 
bership 


Yes, 802.1 1b; No 


Options available 
for UMDs, Inter- 
net, and video 
downloads 


PlayStation 
Portable titles 


AC adapter, AC 
power cord, 
battery pack, video 
rental through 
PlayStation Network 


Battery charger, 
traveler case, 
memory cards, 
A/V cable, AC 
adapter, car 
adapter 


N/A 


Those who want to 
enjoy gaming as well 
as movies, photos, 
and music when 
they're on the go 
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ESRB Game Ratings 

& Descriptions 

Find Material That's Appropriate For Your Kids 



ESRB (Entertainment Software Rating Board) Ratings 

In order for parents to select gaming software appropriate for their 
children, ESRB (www.esrb.org) ratings are listed on the front and back 
of most game packages to provide concise and impartial details about 
a title's content. 



eO 









— 



Early Childhood. Titles with this rating have content that 
may be suitable for children ages three and older. These 
software titles contain no material that parents would 
find inappropriate. 

Everyone. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for children ages six and older. Games in this category 
may contain minimal cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
infrequent use of mild language. 

Everyone 10+. Titles with this rating have content that may 
be suitable for children ages 10 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain more cartoon, fantasy, or mild violence and 
language as well as minimal suggestive themes. 

Teen. Titles with this rating have content that may be suitable 
for children ages 13 and older. Titles in this category may con- 
tain violence, suggestive themes, crude humor, minimal blood, 
simulated gambling, or infrequent use of strong language. 

Mature. Titles with this rating have content that may be 
suitable for persons ages 17 and older. Games in this cate- 
gory may contain intense violence, blood and gore, sexual 
content, or strong language. 

Adults Only. Titles with this rating have content that is only 
suitable for persons 18 years and older. Games in this category 
may include prolonged scenes of intense violence, graphic 
sexual content, or nudity. 



For additional information, ESRB ratings on the back of game packages 
include content descriptions and depictions. 
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Gaming Tips 



Aside from checking a game's ESRB ratings, 
there are other ways you can ensure the 
games your youngsters are playing are 
age appropriate. 

• Carefully look at everything on a title's 
packaging, including the game graphics. 

• Find game reviews, screen shots, or demos 
to get a better idea of a game's content. 

• If available, use the game's parental con- 
trols to restrict inappropriate content. 

• Learn about games by talking to other 
parents and older children who are fa- 
miliar with or have played certain titles. 

• Participate in your children's gaming and 
discuss their games as much as possible. 

• Be aware of nonrated ESRB material a game 
may contain. "Mods" are program down- 
loads that can alter a game's content, and 
online games often have live player chats, as 
well as other user-generated content. 
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Accessories & Services 



he gaming experience goes beyond the game it- 
self — you need the right console peripherals and 
the best just-in-case services. We've compiled a list 



HEADSETS 

Use a hands-free headset to enhance your gaming experi- 
ence by planning strategies aloud with your team 
A Bluetooth 2.0 headset is designed to communicate 
with your gaming console; Bluetooth headsets will be com- 
patible with most game consoles 
Consider noise-canceling headsets with echo-minimizing 
microphones so you can hear and be heard clearly 

WIRELESS PLAY-AND-CHARGE KIT 



of some of the must-have accessories that will only en- 
hance your gameplay, so be sure to remember these 
items on the next trip to your local CE retailer. 1H 

MUSIC CONTROLLER ACCESSORIES - 



r 



* > Add a heavy-duty bass pedal to your gaming drum set to 

replace your standard pedal 
i > A tripod microphone stand will make your song-based 

games more true-to-life 
i > Extra cymbals for your rock drum kit will give you more 

freedom to express musical ability 



Enjoy continuous gameplay as your controller recharges 
wirelessly, without the hassle of cords 
Look for a play-and-charge kit that includes a power-gauge 
dashboard so you can keep track of your controller's bat- 
tery status 

USB DEVICES 

A USB media hub featuring a memory card reader will 
let you connect other USB devices (including MP3 players 
and portable gaming devices) to your game console 
Use a USB rechargeable battery pack to charge the Li-Ion 
battery for guitar controllers 

WIRELESS CONTROLLER 



EXTERNAL MEMORY 

O External hard drives, USB drives, or memory cards back up 
your in-progress games 

O When additional memory is connected to live (online) 
games, you can save gaming content and downloads 

O The more memory you have, the more games and down- 
loads you'll be able to store 

v 

RACING WHEELS 



i > A gaming steering wheel puts the virtual racing experience 
directly in your hands 

O A comfortable, accurate wheel should give you more con- 
trol with turns, braking and acceleration 

< > Be sure to purchase a racing wheel that's compatible with 
your particular gaming console 



( > Bluetooth technology lets you play while also having the 

freedom to move around 
O Some controllers use traditional AAA batteries to sustain 

your playing time 
< > Find the best design for your grip: ergonomic or traditional 



GAMING KEYBOARD 

Adding a keyboard can help game efficiency— type in text 
codes and chat with other players quickly 
Look for a model with a touchpad so you can easily scroll 
around the game display 



GAMING SERVICES 

Your local CE retailer provides some helpful services, both 
in-home and in-store, to enhance your gaming console. 
Specifically, the professionals can set up online connections, 
install system updates, and transfer data to a gaming 
storage device. 

i > Online account configuration 

i > Console system updates 

i > Stream media from a PC to a gaming console 

i > Connect a console to a home-theater center 
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GLIMPSE AROUND THE CORNER 



A Peek At The Digital Future 
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p until recently, when 
purchasing an HDTV, 
the top features to 
look for were almost 
always related to pic- 
ture quality, such as a 
brighter picture or a 
higher resolution. But the availability of 
Internet-connected HDTVs might trans- 
form the features you want in an HDTV. 
For example, an Internet-connected 
HDTV can provide on-screen, one-touch 
access to news feeds, online video, and 
social-networking content. In short, your 
TV will no longer be just a set that lets 
you watch video; it'll be an interactive de- 
vice you can use to enjoy Web-based 
content. Here, we'll tell you about the 
benefits that Internet-connected TVs cur- 
rently offer. 

Just A Widget Away 

Internet-connected TVs feature built-in 
applications, called widgets, that give you 
the ability to access popular Web services, 
news feeds, and online media. Features 
such as weather forecasts from Yahoo! 
Weather, sports scores and stories from 
USA Today Sports, or photos from Flickr 
can be loaded and controlled using your 
HDTVs remote. Widgets will come pre- 
installed on the TV, and when they are 
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turned on, they are typically superim- 
posed over live TV programming. With 
video widgets, such as YouTube videos or 
Yahoo! Video, the HDTV will display a 
fullscreen window where you can search 
a list of clips and watch the video in a 
small window or in fullscreen mode. 

How It Works 

To access the Internet, the HDTV will fea- 
ture an Ethernet port or an optional Wi- 
Fi USB dongle that plugs into a USB port 
for wireless connectivity. If an HDTV only 
connects to the Internet via a wired con- 
nection, Ethernet cable must run from an 
Internet router to the HDTV. Once the 
HDTV is connected to the Internet, you 
can click the Widget button on the TV's 
remote and use the arrow buttons to se- 
lect a Web service, such as Twitter or 
Yahoo! Finance, you want to see. Similar 
to viewing a Web site, you'll receive the 
latest news, videos, and features common 
to that particular Web service. For ex- 
ample, the Yahoo! Sports widget will de- 
liver the top stories and breaking news 
from the world of sports. 

What's Available? 

Many first-generation Internet-connected 
HDTVs feature Yahoo! Connected TV, 



which is a feature that offers a wide va- 
riety of Web options. If you want to 
watch online video, Yahoo! Connected 
TV offers a CBS Entertainment widget for 
access to popular shows on CBS; a Yahoo! 
Video widget for news, sports, and home 
videos; and access to a few subscription- 
based movie providers. You can also in- 
teract with friends using Connected TV 
features like Twitter, Flickr, and MySpace. 
To get up-to-speed on current events, 
you can access Yahoo! News, Yahoo! 
Finance, Yahoo! Weather, The New York 
Times, USA Today Sports, and CBS Sports 
widgets. HDTV manufacturers may also 
feature widgets from third-party compa- 
nies, such as Amazon Video On Demand, 
Slacker Radio, or Sports Illustrated. In the 
near future, you may have access to on- 
line movie rentals, so you can instantly 
download and watch films or TV shows. 

Benefits 

With the ability to watch stocks, keep 
tabs on your favorite sports team, view 
movies or Web videos, and communicate 
with family and friends, Internet-con- 
nected HDTVs provide lots of informa- 
tion with the command of your HDTVs 
remote control. And, for a truly personal- 
ized experience, many of the built-in wid- 
gets can be customized to fit your 
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interests. For example, the Yahoo! Fi- 
nance widget will let you access your 
Yahoo! portfolio, as well as get stock 
quotes, business news, and market up- 
dates. Or with the eBay widget, you can 
retrieve real-time auction updates, place 
auction bids, or compare product prices 
just by using your TV's remote control. 

People who can't get enough of social 
networking will appreciate the ability to 



Samsung's UN55B8000 
LED HDTV 

ne Internet-connected set is the UN55B8000 
from Samsung ($3,899.99; www.samsung 
.com), which delivers a suite of widgets with its 
Internet@TV. YouTube, Twitter, Flickr, and nearly 
all of the Yahoo! widgets we mentioned are featured 
in Samsung's Internet@TV, but third-party game wid- 
gets are also included, such as Sudoku, Texas Hold'em 
Poker, and QuizzMaster (a general knowledge quiz 
game). With so many widget options to choose from, 
you can select which widgets you want to display on 
the Samsung UN55B8000's Widget Dock; that way 
you only see the widgets you want to use. 

Additionally, the UN55B8000 LED HDTV fea- 
tures DLNA (Digital Living Network Alliance) com- 
patibility to let you play music, photos, and video 
from other devices connected to your home network. For 
example, you can stream media from network-connected 
computers to your HDTV running Windows Vista Home 
Premium or Ultimate editions. This HDTV model also of- 
fers 2GB of flash memory that you can use to store videos, 
such as exercise programs or childrens shows, that you can 
download from Samsung's Web site. 



keep up with friends' updates via 
Twitter or MySpace without consulting 
a PC or smartphone as they watch tele- 
vision. And if you or your friends fre- 
quently post photos on Flickr, you'll be 
able to view their latest photography on 
a large, high-resolution TV screen. 
Currently, a few Web-ready HDTVs are 



available, but more are expected to 
make their debut this holiday season. So 
if you're looking for an HDTV that goes 
beyond the typical entertainment expe- 
rience, an HDTV with Internet connec- 
tivity is certainly worth considering. 123 

by Nathan Lake 




Samsung's UN55B8000 LED HDTV | $3,899.99 | www.samsung.com 



Of course, an HDTV wouldn't be much without a great- 
looking picture. Samsung's UN55B8000 LED HDTV fea- 
tures 1080p resolution for top-notch image quality and a 
240Hz refresh rate to ensure fast action looks smooth on- 
screen. And because the 55-inch UN55B8000 features LED 
technology, you'll use 40% less power than a conventional 
LCD TV, helping you save money on your energy bill. • 



IFirstGlimpse 



First Glimpse /October 2009 79 



GAMING, MEDIA & MORE 



Gadgets & eReaders 



Entertain Your Mind 

New Gadgets & eReaders Section 
Offers Engaging Ways To Have Fun 




o help you fulfill your 
need for the latest and 
greatest tech tools, Best 
Buy is unveiling a new sec- 
tion of products specifi- 
cally designed to entertain 



your mind. 



In every store's new Gadgets & eReaders 
section located near music and movies, 
you will find innovative gadgets, chal- 
lenging brain games, fun learning sys- 
tems, and expansive virtual worlds, 
along with the latest eReaders. These 
products will help satisfy a competitive 
spirit and deliver a sense of accomplish- 
ment after you've solved a riddle or 
mastered a game. 

A Library On The Go 

Because of their convenience, portability, 
ability to store hundreds of book titles 
and other reading material, and the way 
they let you flip through pages with the 
swipe of a finger, eReaders are fast be- 
coming the latest must-have device. Now 
you can get your hands on one, as Best 
Buy's Gadgets & eReaders features Sony's 
latest Reader models, such as the Sony 
Reader Touch Edition ($299; www 
.bestbuy.com). This device offers 512MB 
of onboard memory to store approxi- 
mately 350 books, but if you need addi- 
tional space for your literature, it's 
compatible with Memory Stick PRO Duo 
and SD memory cards. And for a unique 
reading experience, the touch model will 
let you take notes or highlight text with 
an included stylus. Sony's Reader makes 
reading so convenient and easy, you may 



Sony Reader Touch Edition 
$299 • www.bestbuy.com 




Lespstera 



The Leapster2 Connected 
Learning Game System 
$59.99 • www.bestbuy.com 



even find yourself reading more books. 
Fortunately, millions of free classics are 
available to download from Google.com. 
For more information on Sony's new 
Readers, see page 71. 

Fun Gadgets For Any Age 

In Best Buy's Gadgets & eReaders section, 
you'll find products that will keep your 
gadget-loving friends and family enter- 
tained for hours. Check out the latest 
Sharper Image gadgets, a brand-new 
touchscreen Rubik's Cube, and a cool 
electronic pen that simultaneously 
records what you write and hear so you 
never miss a beat in class or at the office. 

If you're seeking electronics for a young- 
ster, the Gadgets & eReaders assortment 
also includes games that will keep 
them entertained and educated. The 
Leapster2 Connected Learning Game 
System ($59.99; www.bestbuy.com), for 




example, promotes education with 
more than 30 fun activities. The hand- 
held system's touchscreen will allow 
children to interact with their favorite 
characters and develop motor skills. 
And to ensure kids don't outgrow 
the game system, the Leapster2 will 
adapt its learning level to match your 
child's progress. 

One-Stop Gift Shop 

Finding the perfect gift for a gadget lover 
can be a tall order. With the holiday 
season fast approaching, keep Best Buy's 
Gadgets & eReaders section in mind for 
your shopping list. You'll find other 
amusing devices such as electric wine 
chillers, portable media projectors, elec- 
tronic brain games, and expansive vir- 
tual world toys. With only one visit, you 
can put the arduous task of finding the 
perfect gift for your friends and family 
behind you. \H 
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Smartpen 

Capture Everything You Hear & Write 
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Livescribe 2GB Pulse Smartpen 



MSRP: $169.95 

SKU: 9533347 

www.livescribe.com 



Quick Overview 

The Pulse™ smartpen records everything you 
hear and write, simultaneously linking the audio 
to your notes. 

Tap your notes to replay the audio from classes 
or meetings. Plus, you can transfer your notes 
and audio to your Mac or PC to back up, search, 
or share those notes and recordings. 

Never miss a word again. 

Perfect For 

Anyone who suffers from information overload 
or spends a lot of time in meetings or classes. 



*Actual available recording time varies by audio quality setting 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Captures over 200 hours of recorded audio* or 32,000 pages of notes 

• Quickly find the information you captured 

• Share your recordings and notes with anyone privately or publicly 

• 500MB of free online storage for your recorded audio or notes 

• USB connector to transfer notes and audio to your Mac or PC 

• Audio jack and 3-D Recording Headset for far-field recording 

• Embedded microphone and built-in speaker 



Coolest Feature 

Instantly play back your recorded audio by tapping 
on your notes. Never miss a word again. 
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Interactive Media 

Step Into A Whole New World Of Entertainment 
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Freaky Creatures 
Starter Pack 

MSRP: $19.99 

SKU: 9487094 

www.freakycreatures.com 



Quick Overview 

Freaky Creatures combines the best of online 
multiplayer gaming, collectable action figures, 
virtual worlds, and social networking. Each starter 
pack includes two action figures and a 1GB flash 
drive that is your key to the Freaky Creatures uni- 
verse. Take your creatures online to customize 
their appearance, compete in battles, go fishing, 
or build your creature a lair and hang out with 
friends. Win battles and gain Creature Credits 
to buy new items, powers, pets, and items for 
your lair. 

Perfect For 

Adventure seekers who enjoy hours of interactive 
online entertainment. 



Outstanding Benefits 

• Two collectable action figures; 1GB flash drive included in each starter 
pack; 50 creature parts, 20 powers, and four lair objects for online play 

• One free month of Freaky Creatures Web access 

• Build your Freaky Creatures collection with Add-on Packs that include 
one action figure as well as 25 creature parts, 10 powers, and two lair 
objects for online play 

• More than 3.2 billion combinations to create unique characters online 
with parts 

Coolest Feature 

The Freaky Creature community isn't short on things to do. Make your own 
home page, play mini games, join battle tournaments, check leaderboard 
standings, trade items, read animated comics, enter contests, see the latest 
news, form teams, and much more! 
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Gadgets & eReaders 



Gadgets & eReader Product Showcase 



Find the latest and greatest tech tools and entertainment devices in Best Buy's Gadgets & eReaders section. 



Get ready to challenge yourself and im- 
press your friends with an assortment of 
unique and fun devices from Best Buy's 
Gadgets & eReaders section, which is lo- 
cated near the media department in 
every store. From visiting virtual worlds 
to electronic brain teasers, there's plenty 
of entertainment for the mind. 

First Glimpse's Gadgets & eReader 
Product Showcase highlights the prod- 
ucts you can find in this new store sec- 
tion. No matter your age or preference 
for puzzles and games, there's a CE 
device to suit everyone's tastes. Action 
figures that will transport you to an- 
other world, eReaders that store hun- 
dreds of your favorite book titles, and a 
smartpen that will make note-taking 
and research fun and easy — this is just a 
sampling of what you can find to chal- 
lenge your brain, encourage friendly 
competition, and integrate unique CE 
devices into your everyday routine. 



Livescribe - Pulse Smartpen Freaky Creatures Starter Pack 




MSRP: $169.95* 

SKU: 9533347 I www.livescribe.com 



** 




The Pulse™ smartpen records everything 
you hear and write, simultaneously 
linking the audio to your notes. Tap your 
notes to replay the audio from classes or 
meetings. Plus you can transfer your 
notes and audio to your Mac or PC to 
backup, search, or share those notes and 
recordings. Never miss a word again. 

% livescribe. 



Sony Reader Touch Edition 



MSRP: $299* 

SKU: 9453691 I www.sony.com 




Carry your favorite books anywhere, 
take notes with a stylus, and turn pages 
by swiping your finger across the 
screen. With a battery that lasts over 
two weeks on a single charge, Sony's 
Reader Touch Edition will give you a 
new way to enjoy reading. 



Prices listed in this issue are for general reference and may vary from retailer pricing. 
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MSRP: $19.99* 

SKU: 9487094 I www.freakycreatures.com 




Bring your virtual world to life with the 
Freaky Creature Starter Pack from Aban- 
don Interactive Entertainment. It gives 
you what you need to get started: two 
action figures, a 1GB flash drive, and a 
code card that unlocks two in-game 
Freaky Creatures and more. 
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Sony Reader Touch Edition Cover 



MSRP: $59.99* 

SKU: 9462459 I www.sony.com 




Keep your Sony Reader Touch Edition 
safe from bumps and scratches with 
this faux leather cover. The black color 
adds a stylish touch no matter where 
you go, and it includes a built-in light, 
so you can read at night without dis- 
turbing anyone. 
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Transform the ordinary into the extraordinary... Perfect Experience. 
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DLA-HD350 

HDD-ILA Home Theater 
Front Projector 



Whiter whites, truest blacks. 



Dse who demand the best < 



less than vivid, lifelike home-cinema 



he new DLA.-HD350 front projector. Promising 
»lor rendition, and remarkably clear images, this 
i stylish, yet highly functional, glossy black cabinet 
lirst to experience the breathtaking picture 
" iome cinema come alive. 



JVC 



/ 



The Perfect Experience 



.AGNOLIA 

HOME THEATER 



